
N O V E M B E R - D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8  V O L U M E  3 5  |  I S S U E  6  

Psalm 73—When Nothing Makes Sense  ·······  2 

Psalm 23—Promise and Hope  ·······················  4 

Psalm 32—Repentance  ·································  6 

What They’re Reading  ···································  8 

New Members, Baptized  ·····························  10 

Let the Redeemed of the Lord, Say So!  ······  14 

WIC Update  ················································  16 

Pulpit Planner  ·············································  17 

Minutes & Actions of the Session  ···············  18 

Treasurer’s Report  ······································  19 

Visionary the 

T H E  P S A L M S  I N  D I F F I C U L T  P L A C E S  



2     T H E  V I S I O N A R Y  |  N O V E M B E R - D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

 

The writer of Psalm 73 (Asaph) was a prophet 
and a choir director under King David (1 Chron 
25) who wanted to know why bad things happen 
to God’s people and why good things happen to 
bad people. The same questions are addressed in 
Psalm 37, Malachi 3, and the Book of Job, 
although each one has a slightly different 
perspective. 

Asaph’s ethical problem is that the wicked are 
prospering (v. 4-12). He is asking himself 
whether it pays to serve God. It’s as if people all 
around him are screaming, “No!” and saying, 
“I’m serving myself, and look where it’s getting 
me…. AHEAD. You’re serving God and look 
where it’s getting you…. BEHIND!”  

The wicked seem immune to disease and 
problems (v. 5, “They are not in trouble as other 
men, nor are they plagued like other men.”) and 
when they do finally die, it is peaceful (v. 4, “there 
are no pangs in their death”). Asaph envies their 
prosperity and pleasure (v. 3). They have plenty 
to eat and are always at ease and have pleasure 
(v. 7,12). 

What makes all this so galling is that the 
wicked are proud, even blasphemous (v. 6,9), and 
they mock the humble believer (v. 8-9), in essence 
saying, “You are a fool for wasting so much time, 
energy, and money on something that has no 
tangible reward.” 

The psalmist becomes bitter (v. 21-22) because 
he feels that God has not kept up His end of the 
bargain. He questions the wisdom, providence, 
and goodness of God (v. 13-14). Do you hear 
what he’s saying? “God, I thought you were for 
ME! I thought there was something in it for me 
TODAY.” He wants more than justice and equity. 
He wants the temporal blessings NOW.  

The psalmist is tempted to apostasy. He says, 
“My steps had nearly slipped.” (v.2). This situation 
(the wicked prospering while the faithful believer 

is not) has plagued him with doubts for he has 
problems on top of problems (v. 14) and he utters 
the troubling words, “Surely I have cleansed my 
heart in vain.” (v. 13). The psalmist is strongly 
considering throwing in the towel, walking away 
from the covenant community and throwing in 
his lot with the world. 

Asaph could not get clarity or resolution on 
this. According to verse 16 he made real efforts to 
overcome this seeming dilemma, looking at it 
from several angles but without success. This 
tells us that human reason is unable to fully 
understand the workings of God’s providence. Its 
mysteries are impenetrable to the natural mind. 
Why? Because of the fallenness of our minds, the 
great divide between the Creator and the 
creature, and the hiddenness of God’s purposes. 
(“The secret things belong to the Lord our God.” 
Deut. 29:29) 

But then, in verse 17, the scene changes. Here’s 
the point of the whole psalm: Asaph worships 
and hears God’s Word and it transforms his 
understanding! (“Until I went into the sanctuary of 
God; then I understood their end.”) What happens in 
this ‘sanctuary experience’? Asaph perceives 
(under the reading and hearing of the Word of 
God) the issues of heaven and hell, judgment and 
reward… ETERNITY! It hits him like a ton of 
bricks that the people of whom he has been so 
envious are going to spend an eternity in hell. 

Now it strikes the psalmist that he’d been 
ENVIOUS of these people: people who’d soon be  

destroyed and judged, tormented and damned. 
What does he do? He repents (v. 21-22). 

Repentance involves a change of mind 
(metanoia). How does he change?  

He confesses his foolishness and ignorance (v. 
22), acknowledging that he looked at events as a 
beast would have. He only looked at the things 

A Psalm for the Times When Nothing Makes Sense: Psalm 73 
Pastor Carl Robbins 
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that are seen and temporal, and not the things 
that are unseen and eternal. 

He accepts the wisdom of God’s plans and 
providence (v. 23-24), no longer railing against 
them, but resolving to be at peace knowing that 
God’s sovereign plans are wisest. He is now 
CONTENT for Jehovah to guide his destiny. 

He now desires the REAL treasure (v. 25-26), a 
personal relationship with the living God, 
viewing fellowship with God as superior to any 
other blessing he could have. If he can but have 
God’s pardon, God’s help, God’s friendship, let 
the wicked prosper all they desire. Let him fail 
and suffer if he can but be near to God! 

He puts away all thoughts of apostasy (v. 27-
28) and draws near to God through the written 
Word, prayer, worship, and the sacraments (the 
ordinary appointed means of grace). 

We must recognize who is on trial in this 
psalm: not God, but Asaph (us). When difficulties 
or seeming inequities arise, instead of placing 
God on trial, we must search for the problem 
within ourselves. God’s providence simply 
REVEALS deep-seated heart attitudes of envy, 
bitterness, ingratitude, and unbelief. Make no 
mistake about it, the temporal prosperity of the 
wicked is a great trial for believers. It generates 
painful doubts that must be addressed. 

Feelings of envying the wicked are motivated 
by: 

 IGNORANCE of God’s ways (e.g., the 
cross before the crown; humbling and 
disciplining His own per Hebrews 12:4-
11) 

 PRIDE, desiring a higher estate 

 IMPATIENCE, desiring ALL the 
blessings NOW 

 FORGETFULNESS of all current 
blessings 

 
God is calling you today to repent and confess 

the sins of jealousy and discontentment with 
God’s good, sovereign plan for your life. 

This psalm is a lesson about the character of 
God and His gracious ways with His people. 
Even when you are questioning Him, envying 
the ungodly, or doubting His goodness, He will 
NEVER leave you (v. 23 “Nevertheless I am 
continually with You, You hold me by my right 
hand”). Even when the psalmist was 
contemplating apostasy, Jehovah clung all the 
more tightly to him. Oh, what a FAITHFUL and 
GRACIOUS God we serve! 

The psalmist is urging you to gain the proper 
view of events: the LONG-TERM view. He 
doesn’t contend that everyone receives his due 
now. Instead, he looks forward to the day when 
God will set all things right. In a few years, when 
God calls them “Fool,” they will be weeping and 
gnashing their teeth. THEN you won’t envy them 
a bit! 

Worship and the hearing of the Word are the 
ONLY true scales on which to weigh the 
experiences of life (v. 17). When the psalmist 
tried to decipher this conundrum OUTSIDE of 
worship it was too puzzling and painful (v. 16). 
THIS is a benefit to worship that you have 
probably not considered: CORPORATE 
WORSHIP BRINGS MORAL CLARITY! 

Just as one who marries for money is 
contemptible, so also is one who serves God for 
immediate money, health, or comfort. The sole 
reward in serving God is GOD HIMSELF. And 
whoever seeks and serves God only for Himself 
will ALWAYS be content in Him. HE must be our 
ultimate satisfaction.                          

Read the ‘final resolution’ of this psalm in 
verses 25-28. 

Pastor Carl Robbins 

pastor@woodruffroad.com 
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Every time I visit one of our members in the 
hospital, I think about what passage I want to 
share with my ailing brother or sister. And 
very often the thought comes to me, “I know, 
the 23rd Psalm, of course!” But then another 
thought surfaces: “How many times have they 
heard this psalm? They’re probably tired of it. 
They need something new, something fresh.”  

But then I read the psalm again – perhaps in 
another translation – and I am reminded of the 
depth and riches. When we take the time to 
consider its contents and to ponder its 
promises, the psalm proves once again to be a 
place of refuge and hope. Let’s take a moment 
and enjoy the treasures of this psalm.  

It begins with a metaphor. The LORD is 
described, not in terms of a terrible force or 
angry deity, but as a Shepherd. And not just as 
a Shepherd, but as my Shepherd. One could 
stop right here and meditate on this for 
eternity and never plumb its depth. Imagine 
the Self-Existent God (YHWH) shepherding His 
people, i.e., you and me. What does a 
Shepherd do? Look at the following verses.  

The Shepherd tasks Himself to provide for 
and to protect His sheep. The provision is 
described in verses two and three where we 
read of His making us rest and leading us to 
water and in good paths. Of course, all of these 
are metaphors describing God’s care, not just 
physically but more importantly, spiritually, at 
the deepest part of who we are as humans. 
Who would not want to have his soul restored 
and refreshed? Who would not want provision 
and nourishment for her soul?  

We should note that the refreshing and 
nourishing is not from ‘the stuff’ He gives us, 
but rather from giving Himself to us; because 
He is the source of eternal joy and peace and 

love, we find that we lack nothing. Nothing in 
creation will ever, ever suffice to fill our souls 
as does our Creator. That is why I am glad He 
makes me lie down in green pastures; I need 
that – I need Him.  

The reality though is that we still live in a 
fallen world - disease, pestilence, tornados, let 
alone man-made problems of theft, violence, 
and war. And so, the quiet, serene context 
gives way to the reality of a world of death and 
evil (“the valley of the shadow of death”), 
occasions for fear, anxiety, and worry. And 
what do we find here? We find our Shepherd 
who promised to never leave us; during these 
times He is an ever-present help in trouble. 
“You are with me,” the psalmist writes. And so, 
even in dark times, we find our Shepherd 
guiding and comforting us (“Your rod and Your 
staff, they comfort me”).  

And then the imagery shifts from a pastoral 
context to one of a banquet table. The psalmist 
teaches us that God doesn’t just get us through 
circumstances but rather He prepares a table 
for us. He invites us to commune with Him 
even in the presence of those who wish us ill. 
He seats us at a place of honor, anoints us with 
oil (a symbol of cleansing, blessing, and 
honor), and fills our cup to overflowing. These 
realities cause the psalmist to realize that God’s 
provision is not only a present reality but a 
promise of future blessing. “Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I 
will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”  

Whether we are in a green pasture, a banquet 
table, or the house of God, we will know His 
presence, protection, provision, and most 
importantly – Him.  

May I encourage you not to rush past this 
psalm because it has become too familiar to 

A Psalm of Promise and Hope—Revisiting Psalm 23 
Pastor Dan Dodds 
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you. Rather, slow down, think through each 
of the lines, the metaphors, and the promises, 
and appreciate once again why Psalm 23 has 
been a favorite of God’s people for 
generations.  

Preparing for the  

Worship of God 

You must have a fertile heart Sunday 

morning. Sunday morning is the time 

when you should especially be with the 

Lord in a quiet time before coming to 

church.  

Spend time alone with the Lord 

Sunday morning before coming to 

church (Psalm 5:3). 

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

You anoint my head with oil; 

My cup runs over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

All the days of my life; 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

Forever.” 

P S A L M  2 3 : 5 - 6  

Pastor Dan Dodds 

dan@woodruffroad.com 
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The richness of the Psalms is their ability to 
address every occasion and emotional state of the 
human condition. They give voice to celebration, 
gratitude, envy, fear, despair, and more. And as 
the good counselor, they don’t merely empathize, 
they lead us through the emotions, the confusion, 
the hurt, and the folly in which we so easily and 
frequently find ourselves. Psalm 32 is the Spirit’s 
Word to the sinner. It’s not the only time God’s 
mercy to the sinner is evident (more commonly 
Psalms 6, 38, 51, 103, 130, and 143 but also Psalms 
25, 39-41, 65, 78, 85, 102, and 106), but it is among 
the most instructive.  

David begins with the great truth, the ultimate 
reality, the statement of the good news: “Blessed is 
he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is 
covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not 
impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no 
deceit” (v. 1-2). The blessing from God comes not 
by sinless perfection, but by the sinner coming to 
the Lord with a humbled honesty (“in whose spirit 
there is no deceit”) for which forgiveness is poured 
out and in which God covers (atones for) his sins. 
The sinner is declared, “Not guilty!” For David, 
it’s not mere theological verdict but a condition 
above all others: “Blessed is he.” 

From that framework, David shares his 
experience. And it comes in language he expects 
you to own for yourself, even to sing with him. 
Verses three and four are a description of sin 
sickness. David recognizes that it’s God’s 
intention that he experience suffering. And it’s 
terrible suffering: bone weariness; constant 
groaning, day and night; physical weakness. This 
misery of guilt is exactly what God wants for him 
(Heb 12:5-11) as it will take him to righteousness 
through repentance.  

In verse five, at the heart of the psalm, is 
David’s confession and realization of his 
forgiveness. It’s that magic moment when he 
gives up on his ability to evade God, to hide his 
sin from the Lord, to continue on as if what he 
had done was ignorable. And at the instant of his 
confession forgiveness is realized. The battle has 
been won. Grace triumphs. 

But David doesn’t make that the end of the 
episode. Instead, from his forgiveness, he doesn’t 
retreat in shame but he celebrates the Lord. And 
in doing so, he gives courage to those who will 
join him in his song.  

Don’t be like the fool that delays repentance, 
because, like those in Noah’s day, they will be 
swept away from the place of grace. Don’t be a 
stubborn animal who must be forced, for that 
only adds to sorrow.  

Mercy belongs to the one who runs to the One 
he should most fear. The great irony of sin is that 
the sinner’s greatest threat is the consequence of 
the holy God who is most offended by the sin 
and, at the very same time, the only answer for it 
is found in the sinner fleeing back to the One he 
has offended. God delights to receive the sinner 
back as the Father of the prodigal son. As the 
father’s embrace in the parable, so in the psalm 
God’s mercy, His steadfast covenant love 
“surrounds/encircles/envelops” the sinner. Yes, 
the sinner can go home. He won’t be turned 
away. He won’t be rejected. He won’t be sent to 
live with the pigs. Whatever the world would do 
or say after your fall, the Father welcomes the 
one who turns to Him and He will not cast out. 

The final line is hardly necessary but perfectly 
fitting: “Be glad in the Lord!…Rejoice!…Shout for 
joy!…” Maybe you would want to continue to 
drag your feet. Maybe you would be tempted to 

A Psalm for Repentance—Guilt, Grace, Glory, Gospel 
Proclamation: Psalm 32 
Pastor Scotty Anderson 
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think, “It just can’t be that easy.” But the Spirit 
won’t have it. No, you can’t continue to atone for 
your sin. You can’t do more than what the Lord 
has done for you. Your response is to embrace 
the forgiveness and to accept the charity so much 
so that you truly show your gratitude. The 
impossible has been done. The transgressor is 
called “righteous,” what can he have but joy? 

Youth Activities 
 

November 16-18 
Senior High Fall Conference  
Ridge Haven 
Rev Matthew Icard (Clemson Pres) is our 
speaker 
 
December 1 
Christmas Party 
Lunch - Ice Skating - Dinner 

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 

I will guide you with My eye. 

Do not be like the horse or like the mule, 

Which have no understanding, 

Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, 

Else they will not come near you.” 

P S A L M  3 2 : 8 - 9  

Pastor Scotty Anderson 

scotty@woodruffroad.com 
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Pastor Robbins 
While preparing to speak at this year’s 

Reformation Worship Conference I reviewed 
John Calvin’s The Necessity of Reforming the 
Church, one of the pivotal documents of the 
Protestant Reformation. Penned in 1544, many 
peers called it, “The most powerful critique of 
Rome ever drafted.” Calvin addresses four 
issues: Worship, Justification, the Sacraments, 
and Church Government and shows how the 
Roman Catholic church is grossly aberrant in 
each area. 

Continuing in the subject of worship, I re-read 
Horton Davies’ The Worship of the English 
Puritans. Even though this text is now 70 years 
old it is still extremely helpful in documenting 
the issues at stake in the 17th century. Davies 
demonstrates that there has, arguably, been no 
purer worship since the days of the Apostles than 
that of the English Puritans of the 17th century. It 
was Christ-centered, Scripture-based, and 
reverential. God was the focus of every element 
of worship: the preaching, the praying, and the 
praises. This book explains the crux of Reformed 
worship. 

In the last couple of years, I’ve been able to 
make some great genealogical connections and 
dig deeper into my Danish roots. So, I am usually 
reading something about Scandinavian history 
and culture. I found Michael Booth’s The Almost 
Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the 
Scandinavian Utopia to be extremely riveting. This 
book is a fast-paced, fascinating account of the 
good (the underlying Lutheran ethos, excellent 
educational systems, and demand for self-
effacing and humility) and the bad (the vanishing 
work ethic, bloated welfare states, and rampant 
alcoholism and self-medicating). 

 

Pastor Dodds 
The Web of Belief, W.V. Quine. Quine was not a 

Christian but was a respected philosopher. Greg 
Bahnsen (the Christian apologist) quoted Quine 
from time to time and so I was glad when I found 
this book. Quine makes the case that we believe 
not individual, isolated beliefs (like marbles in a 
jar) but rather beliefs that are connected to one 
another, like a spider web. The argument here 
falls right in line with that of Christian 
worldview apologists who think in terms of 
systems of beliefs rather than individual, 
unconnected facts. 

The Insanity of Madness, Daniel Berger. I heard 
this brother speak and was so intrigued by his 
thesis I invited him to lunch. Fascinating 
conversation. This book is a kind of ‘summary’ 
work; its thesis being that much of what has 
historically been considered madness is ‘fixed 
false beliefs’ – NOT what is currently 
promulgated as chemical imbalances. A very 
interesting presentation that is quite thought 
provoking. 

Articles: In addition to reading books, I spend 
much time reading articles. My favorites tend to 
be in the area of the philosophy of science. There 
are too many to list here but suffice it to say that 
we live in interesting times where science is 
being discarded by the cultural elites who insist 
on their rights to construct any reality they 
desire, even over against the obvious physical 
evidences that would argue against them. Thus, 
we are finding science (the assumption of the 
objectivity of nature) to be more consistent with 
the biblical worldview than the progressive 
paradigms promulgated by the elites.  

 
 
 

What They’re Reading 
Reading recommendations from the pastoral staff 
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Pastor Anderson 
The raging culture war has us at an all-time 

low in American politics, media wars, and public 
discourse. And, at the same time, there has never 
been a better time in history to live. My reading 
(and listening) of late has been largely from a 
bunch of liberal, progressive pagans who just 
happen to be presenting devastating critiques of 
liberal, progressive pagans. I mentioned Stephen 
Pinker’s The Better Angels of Our Nature last time 
(finally finished it) and the conclusion is still 
astounding but worth acknowledging: He has 
astutely pointed out that progressives hate 
progress of which there is plenty. In spite of all 
that might be wrong with the world, and in spite 
of those pockets of the planet where so much is 
wrong, the world has made massive strides over 
the past 2,000 years in terms of justice, health, 
violence, and more. While Pinker is way too 
dismissive of religion, and especially 
Christianity’s impact on the world, he makes a 
great case for post-millennialism even while he 
assumes many of the wrong reasons.  

If you want to know why folks on the left are 
so committed to fighting fights that don’t make 
sense, you’ll find a few answers in Jonathan 
Haidt’s The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are 
Divided by Politics and Religion. Haidt (a professed 
liberal) demonstrates through extensive research 
that liberals operate from a narrower moral grid 
than conservatives. Liberals place the highest 
values on care and fairness. Conservatives also 
value these highly but include other social values 
(loyalty, respect for authority, and purity) as 
essentially coequal concerns. Because of these 
underlying differences, both groups tend to 
impugn the intelligence and motives of others, 
but liberals do so to a much greater degree and 
have a much bigger blind spot.  

The Boy Crisis by Warren Farrell and John Gray 
(of Men Are from Mars, Women Are from Venus 
fame) is helpful on a number of levels, also 
explaining why aspects of the culture are getting 
so bad. It’s helpful in explaining parental roles 
and reinforces so much of what Christian parents 

attempt to practice in ordinary gender roles. The 
conclusions the data point to are what we’ve 
been hearing for years: Engaged fathers are 
desperately needed and are the cures to more 
social evils than you might even imagine. Farrell 
and Gray have some whacky ideas (what you 
would expect from unbelievers) but take the 
evidence seriously which tells us that as ministers 
and counselors we should stay on message: 
God’s design for the family (a permanently 
monogamous father and mother) is still and 
always will be the best thing going.  

Finally, in the quest for books useful to boys, I 
came across Daniel Baker’s Addresses to Young 
Men. Baker was a celebrity and itinerant 
Presbyterian preacher from the 1800’s famous for 
both where and to whom he preached. Perhaps 
most significant for me, he performed the first 
Protestant baptism and communion service in the 
great state of Texas. This book of sermons is 
aimed at the heart of “awakened sinners.”  It may 
not be for every young man, but the messages are 
pure Gospel. My favorites among them are 
“Naaman,” where Baker parallels the life of the 
leprosy afflicted general of the Assyrian army (2 
Kings 5) with the awakened sinner who has not 
embraced the Christ of the Gospel offered to him, 
and also the last sermon, “David’s Charge to 
Solomon” from 1 Chron 28:9, “If you seek Him, He 
will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will 
cast you off forever,” a wonderful sermon 
addressing vocations but especially the call not to 
delay repentance and faith.  

Practical tip: 

Where do you get the finest books for the 

best price? At the WRPC Library, or on 

the web at www.heritagebooks.org  
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Abigail Dickerson 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 

Christina Leach 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 

Benjamin Reeves 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 
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Mark & Jane Kuo 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 

With children Alaina, Anna & Owen 

Jared & Johanna Burr 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 

With children Kensley and Kaiya 
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Freya Josephine Salinas 

Sacrament of Baptism 
October 28, 2018 

Covenant child of   

Justin & Nikki Salinas 

Rick & Ronnie Long 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 
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Paige Wade 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 

Riley Clarke 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 

Josh Vervaet 

Membership Vows 
October 21, 2018 
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I was born here in Upstate South Carolina and 
raised by loving, believing parents. From the 
earliest I can remember, reading the Bible and 
attending church (at Mitchell Road Presbyterian) 
was a regular part of my life. I attended K5 - 8th 
grade at Mitchell Road Christian Academy, 
where I was privileged to sit under the 
instruction of godly teachers – some of them you 
may know – Mrs. Lynda Speakman, Mrs. Luanne 
Teague and Mrs. Linda O’Connell. I made a 
public profession of faith at the age of 12, after 
completing the Communicant’s Class at MRPC. I 
went on to attend high school at Shannon Forest 
Christian School. 

After graduating high school I began a 
downward spiral into a worldly, destructive 
lifestyle that spanned my 20’s and early 30’s. I 
moved out on my own, stopped attending church 
and made friends with non-believing people. I 
had no real direction in life, bouncing between 
restaurant jobs and just trying to keep a roof over 
my head while indulging in whatever brought 
me “pleasure” (Proverbs 21:17). 

After 8 years in the restaurant business, I began 
to realize what a dead-end my current path had 
become. There was something that was missing, 
that made me feel incomplete. Having no vision 
of how my future might look, I decided to get out 
of the restaurant business and focus on learning 
skills that might help me land an actual career.  

A friend introduced me to personal computers, 
which immediately caught my interest. This led 
me to graphic design, which then led me to web 
design and development – my current career 
path. I landed a job at a local web design firm 
where I grew both professionally and personally. 
I was making the most money I had ever made, 
was renting a nice house, had a reliable car, but I 
still wasn’t happy. Each day I was just going 
through the motions trying to advance in my 

career while still “enjoying” the lifestyle I had 
created for myself.  

Before long all of my wickedness caught up 
with me and I found myself at a point in life 
where I was depressed, in poor health… I was 
broken. I cried out to the Lord (Psalm 51:10). I 
deserved nothing. I was a sinner, deserving the 
type of death that Christ died for me. But, He 
answered! 

My brother visited me and brought a gift – a 
Bible. And he had highlighted a number of 
verses, many of which I had memorized early in 
my childhood. I began to incorporate the reading 
of the Word into my daily routine. My parents, 
who I had not been honoring, were there for me 
with constant encouragement. They provided 
devotional material to complement my scripture 
reading. They urged me to begin attending 
church again.  

Let the Redeemed of the Lord… Say So! (Psalm 107:2) 
A personal testimony from Jon Reece 
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I visited several churches over the following 
year or so, but they all seemed to be heavily 
focused on music and life stories - very little 
preaching from the Word. I decided to visit 
WRPC after being away for so long. I knew 
immediately that this was where I needed to be 
after hearing the preaching of the Word. I was 
introduced to Reformed Theology and expository 
preaching, which were new to me.  

As I look back over the time I spent 
“wandering in the wilderness,” I can see that 
although I had turned my back on God, He had 

not abandoned me. I am grateful for the 
Christian upbringing I had as a child and young 
adult, which gave me a foundation to fall back 
upon. I struggle daily with my enemies – the 
world, the flesh and the devil – but I remember 
what God has promised (1 Corinthians 10:13, 
Philippians 4:6-7, John 14:21). 

Thanks be to God! 

“Give ear to my words, O Lord, 

Consider my meditation. 

Give heed to the voice of my cry, 

My King and my God, 

For to You I will pray. 

My voice You shall hear in the morning, O Lord; 

In the morning I will direct it to You, 

And I will look up. ” 

P S A L M  5 : 1 - 3  
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Bible Studies 
Both of our fall Bible Studies began on 

September 13, meeting every Thursday through 
November 15. Both morning and evening studies 
are using Nancy Guthrie’s series, Seeing Jesus in 
the Old Testament.  

The morning study, The Lamb of God – Seeing 
Jesus in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy (Book 2), is led by Betty Smith in the 
WRPC gym from 9:30-11:15. Childcare is 
available. The evening study, The Word of the Lord 
– Seeing Jesus in the Prophets (Book 5), covering 
Jonah, Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah, is led by 
Suzanne Patterson and meets in her home at 7 
PM (211 Crepe Myrtle Court, Greenville).   

You can still join a study if you are interested. 
If you have any questions, please contact Betty 
Smith at columbiabucks@gmail.com or Suzanne 
Patterson at pattersd1@aol.com. 

Upcoming events 
On October 26-27 some of our women will be 

attending a conference at Ridge Haven where 
Nancy Guthrie is speaking on her book, Even 
Better than Eden. Please be in prayer for those 
attending. The goal of the conference is: “To 
come to relax in a quiet time with God; worship 
with other sisters in Christ; get to know and 
fellowship with sisters in Christ from other 
churches; hear insightful messages; and leave 
inspired, encouraged, and praising God for His 
many blessings.” 

There will be one more small fellowship group 
for 2018. In January, we will have sign-up for 
new small groups in order to get to know 
different women in the church.   

We will also have one more large fellowship 
group this year, dinner at a local restaurant. 
Watch for the announcement as you don’t want 
to miss this event. 

Looking ahead 
In January, we are starting a book club. We will 

read one book per quarter on our own and then 
meet to discuss the book. This is another 
opportunity you won’t want to miss. More 
information will be coming soon. 

 

WIC Council members  
 Betty Smith, President 

 Tonya Scott, Historian 

 Sandy Robbins, Fellowship 

 Lisa Pitts 

 Wendy Wilkinson 

 Pat Boettner 

 Shelly Perkins 

Women In The Church (WIC) 
Betty Smith, WIC President 

 

Preparing for the 

Worship of God 

You cannot prepare adequately just before 

worship if you are late in arriving. At 

Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church we 

start our worship service at 9:30 AM, so if 

you are parking the car at that time you’ll 

miss the beginning of worship.  

Plan to be in your seat, preparing your 

heart and mind, at least five minutes 

before the worship starts. 

mailto:columbiabucks@gmail.com
mailto:pattersd1@aol.com
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Pulpit Planner for November-December 2018 

AM Sermons 
 

Nov 4 Pastor Robbins continues studying “The 
Sermon on the Mount” by examining 
“The Conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer” 
from Matthew 6:13. 

 
Nov 11 “Directions on Fasting” is the subject of 

Pastor Robbins’ exposition of Matthew 
6:16-18. 

 
Nov 18 As we continue in “The Sermon on the 

Mount,” Pastor Robbins will lead us in 
our look at Matthew 6:19-21, “Where 
Your Treasure Is.” 

 
Nov 25 Pastor Anderson looks at “The End of 

the Matter” from Ecclesiastes 12. 
 
Dec 2 Pastor Robbins interrupts the regular 

series to focus on the birth of Jesus by 
preaching “The Humiliation of Christ: 
Joseph’s Embarrassment” from 
Matthew 1:18-25. 

 
Dec 9 After Pastor Robbins preaches “The 

Humiliation of Christ: Lowly Heralds” 
from Luke 2:1-20, the Sacrament of 
Communion will be celebrated. 

 
Dec 16 “The Humiliation of Christ: The 

Humiliation of Poverty” is in view as 
Pastor Robbins preaches from Luke 2:21
-24. 

 
Dec 23 Pastor Robbins expounds “The 

Humiliation of Christ: A Lowly Life” 
from Philippians 2. 

 
Dec 30 Pastor Dodds looks at “The 

Resurrection” from Mark 16. 
 

PM Sermons 
 

Nov 4 Pastor Robbins continues with the verse
-by-verse exposition of the Book of Ruth 
by unpacking Ruth 1 and “Naomi’s 
Bitterness.” 

 
Nov 11 “Ruth’s Conversion” is the focus, 

followed by the Sacrament of 
Communion. 

 
Nov 18 Pastor Dodds preaches Mark 15, “Jesus’ 

Death & Burial.” 
 
Nov 25 Pastor Anderson concludes the series on 

Ecclesiastes by studying “The Christ of 
Ecclesiastes.” 

 
Dec 2  Ruth 1:18-2:3 is in view as Pastor 

Robbins preaches “Ruth Goes to Work.” 
 
Dec 9 “The Kinsman Redeemer Appears” is 

the subject of Pastor Robbins’ sermon 
from Ruth 2. 

 
Dec 16 Pastor Robbins expounds Ruth 2:14-23, 

“The Kinsman Redeemer Blesses.” 
 
Dec 23 Ruth 3 is in view as Pastor Robbins 

preaches “Ruth Draws Near Her 
Redeemer.” 

 
Dec 30 Pastor Dodds preaches Mark 16:9-20, 

“Jesus’ Farewell.” 
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Administration 

 Received regular reports from the 
treasurer indicating that the Lord 
continues to bless WRPC financially 

Presbytery and General Assembly 

 Elected RE Mayfield, RE Marcinak, and 
RE Chilton as commissioners to the 
autumn meeting of Calvary Presbytery 

 Approved a letter of concern regarding 
the Revoice Conference to be proposed to 
Calvary Presbytery for its transmission to 
Missouri Presbytery 

Missions 

 Directed the Missions Committee to 
consider reformatting the 2019 missions 
conference 

Fellowship 

 Approved a psalm singing event to be 
held on November 14 in conjunction with 
the scheduled prayer meeting 

Christian Education 

 Approved scheduling January 2019 J-
term Sunday School topics to cover 
marriage, sexuality, and the danger of 
pornography 

Membership 

 Received Miss Riley Clarke, Miss Emma 
Wilkinson, Miss Abigail Dickerson, Miss 
Christina Leach, Mr. Joshua Vervaet, and 
Mr. Benjamin Reeves as communing 
members based on profession of faith 

 Received Dr. and Mrs. Jared Burr as 
communing members based on 
reaffirmation of faith, along with non-
communing children Kinsley and Kaiya 

 Received Mrs. James Wade as a 
communing member based on 
reaffirmation of faith 

 Received Mr. and Mrs. Rick Long as 
communing members based on letter of 

transfer from Roebuck PCA, Roebuck, SC 

 Received Mr. and Mrs. Keith Mann as 
communing members based on letter of 
transfer from Perry PCA, Perry, GA 

 Received Mr. Wayne Watts as a 
communing member based on 
reaffirmation of faith 

 Received Miss Allie Fraley as a 
communing member based on letter of 
transfer from First Scots PCA, Beaufort, 
SC 

 Received Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kuo as 
associate members by reaffirmation of 
faith, with permanent membership 
remaining in their home church in 
Taiwan 

 Received Mr. and Mrs. Roger Godwin as 
communing members based on letter of 
transfer from Second PCA, Greenville 

 Removed Mrs. Elise Erp from the roll 
based on her membership in Calvary 
Baptist Church, Simpsonville 

 Transferred membership of Mrs. Jon 
Dorton to Redeemer PCA, Saltillo, MS 

 Removed Mr. Jon Dorton from the roll 
based on his ordination as a minister with 
membership in Covenant Presbytery 

 Transferred membership of Mr. Eric 
Goodwin to Redeemer West Side, New 
York, NY 

Shepherding Matters 

 Continued to shepherd the flock and to 
visit and pray for the sick  

 Continued to proceed with a disciplinary 
case involving a member 

Minutes and Actions of the Session 
C.F. Marcinak, Clerk of Session 
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    For WRPC budgeting purposes we use a fiscal year running from April through March. The report 
below represents the first six months of our 2018/2019 fiscal year. Our budgeted revenues for this year 
are $1,300,000 and our budgeted expenses are $1,307,872. 
    So far, we have had a very favorable start to our fiscal year. Our income is above budget and our 
expenses are below budget. As of the end of September, we have $485,000 cash on hand, which includes 
our $321,000 operating reserve and multiple restricted accounts, like the deacon’s fund and monies for 
missionaries.  f you have any questions about the above numbers, please ask. 
 
Eddie Roberts 
Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report 
Eddie Roberts, WRPC Treasurer 

“Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.” 

P S A L M  9 0 : 1 - 2  



The Visionary is published bi-monthly by Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church (PCA). 

You can reach us at 2519 Woodruff Road, Simpsonville, SC 29681 

Phone: (864) 297-5257 | Email: office@woodruffroad.com 

and our website address is www.woodruffroad.com.  

The radio program The Presbyterian Pulpit airs at 9:00 AM every Sunday on 106.3 FM and 1330 or 950 AM. 

“Whom have I in heaven but You? 

And there is none upon earth that I desire 

besides You. 

My flesh and my heart fail; 

But God is the strength of my heart and 

my portion forever.” 

P S A L M  7 3 : 2 5 - 2 6  


