
M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 1 9  V O L U M E  3 6  |  I S S U E  2  

Discerning God’s Will for Your Life   ···············  2 

Seeking and Heeding Wise Counsel  ··············  4 

Teaching Your Child Discernment  ·················  6 

What They’re Reading  ···································  8 

Ministering Outside the Walls  ·····················  11 

New Members & Baptized  ····················  12-15 

Missions Report  ··········································  16 

Let the Redeemed of the Lord, Say So!  ······  18 

Women in the Church  ································  20 

Pulpit Planner  ·············································  21 

Minutes & Actions of the Session  ···············  22 

Treasurer’s Report  ······································  23 

Visionary the 

DISCERNING GOD’S WIL L 



2     T H E  V I S I O N A R Y  |  M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 1 9  

 

In this edition of The Visionary we want to 
(briefly) address the ever-relevant issue of the 
“will of God.” As we begin, we must be clear on 
biblical terminology. The Bible uses the words 
“will of God” in two very distinct ways: 

 
1. God’s Will of Decree (a.k.a His sovereign 

will) - This is God’s predestined plan for 
everything, best summarized in Ephesians 
1:11 and exemplified in Matthew 26:39 and 1 
Peter 3:17. In Matthew 10:29, Jesus teaches 
that not one sparrow can fall to the ground 
outside of the will of God (i.e., His decree 
and sovereign purpose). The Decree 
ALWAYS comes to pass, as we will hear in 
our upcoming exposition of Daniel 4:35, “He 
does according to His will in the army of heaven 
And among the inhabitants of the earth. 
No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, 
‘What have You done?’” 

2. God’s Will of Command - This is the other 
usage of the term “will of God.” Here, His 
will is what He commands us to do. This is 
the will of God we can disobey and fail to 
do. The will of decree (see above) we do 
whether we believe in it or not. The will of 
command we can fail to do. Jesus is clearly 
teaching this aspect of the will of God when 
He concludes the Sermon on the Mount by 
saying: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father in heaven” (Matt 
7). 

 
Seems simple, right? You would think so. For 

hundreds of years all Protestants agreed on this 
twofold distinction. But, over the last 80 years, a 
confusing element has been injected into this 
discussion. The second view of the will of God 

(command) has largely been ignored, since Anti-
nomianism is the dominant ethos of the day. And 
believers are consumed with knowing the 
decreed will of God (the first view) for their lives. 
It is no coincidence that this concern with 
discerning the decreed will of God has arisen at 
the same time that the charismatic movement has 
become mainstream. 

The problems with the charismatic view of 
discerning the will of God are many. First, it 
creates a preoccupation with knowing the future, 
almost like a Christian-horoscope, rather than 
believing God’s promises and trusting in His 
provision. This view cannot be satisfied with 
God’s clear Word of promise that He will be with 
us and never leave us (Heb 13:5); we want Him 
to show us the end NOW and prove to us that He 
can be trusted. Secondly, it believes that God will 
give you a new revelation, apart from the 
completed canon of Scripture. It may be an 
impression or a feeling or a word of knowledge 
or a fleece or an open door, but this view is firmly 
convinced that God is still giving continuing 
revelation. This is the line in the sand between 
historic Protestants who affirm that the canon is 
closed and we are cast upon the Bible alone for 
all of our information and decision making (Sola 
Scriptura) and neo-Pentecostals who expect and 
claim all kinds of new revelation(s). Thirdly, the 
charismatic view believes that God will reveal 
His decree in advance. 

Years ago, when I was doing student ministry, 
I had a steady stream of high school and college 
students asking me: 

 “What is God’s will for whom I should 
marry?” I would answer with a 
‘command view’ saying, “It is God’s 
will that you marry a believer” (2 Cor 
6:14). But that was not what they 
wanted; they were asking for a ‘decree 

Discerning God’s Will for Your Life 
Pastor Carl Robbins 
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view’ answer. They wanted me to serve 
as a pastoral fortune-teller and direct 
them to the person that God had 
sovereignly decreed. 

 “What is God’s will for the vocation I 
should pursue?” Once again, I would 
answer with a ‘command view’ and 
say, “It is God’s will that you should 
engage in a lawful vocation, where you 
can glorify Him Monday through 
Saturday and do good to your fellow 
man and feed your family.” But (again) 
that was not what they wanted; they 
were (again) asking for a ‘decree view’ 
answer to direct them to the college and 
degree program that God had ordained 
for them. 

Now, when people come to me asking about 
God’s will for their life, I usually just answer by 
quoting 1 Thessalonians 4, “Brethren, we urge and 
exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more 
and more, just as you received from us how you ought 
to walk and to please God; for you know what 
commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 
For this is the will of God, your sanctification.” 
Instead of spending time trying to know God’s 
DECREE in advance (which is impossible), we 
must focus on knowing and obeying God’s 
COMMAND now. 

Men’s Ministry 2019 
 

Men at the Gates 
We have started meeting again following Christ-
mas break and are currently reading The Shep-
herding Leader at Home. Knowing, Leading, Protect-
ing and Providing for Your Family. Though we 
have just begun, the book has sparked a number 
of great conversations. 
 
Service 
The Men of WRPC met together at the Piedmont 
Women's Center on February 9 to assist in the 
installation of pavers in the final stages of prepa-
ration for the center to open.  
 
Prayer 
A number of men continue to meet each Friday 
in the church offices at 6:30 AM for prayer and 
mutual encouragement. Men, feel free to join in. 
 
Camping 
The men are hosting a FAMILY campout on Oc-
tober 11-12 at Lake Hartwell. More details will 
be forthcoming.  

“I am Your servant; 

Give me understanding, 

That I may know Your 

testimonies.” 

P S A L M  1 1 9 : 1 2 5  

Pastor Carl Robbins 

pastor@woodruffroad.com 
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God’s Word is the first place we want to seek 
wisdom when we’re faced with life decisions. As 
David writes in Psalm 119:24, “Your testimonies 
also are my delight And my counselors.” But there 
are times when the situation is so complex or the 
principles in Scripture are so hard to determine 
or apply that we need help, and that is when we 
turn to godly counsel. We read in Proverbs 11:14, 
“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the 
multitude of counselors there is safety.” Note, the 
text says that it is in a multitude of counselors 
there is safety. This helps a little; it tells us that 
we should not depend on only one counselor.  

We also know that there is such a thing as a 
bad counselor. (Remember Rehoboam’s 
counselors in 1 Kings 12? Note also Isaiah 19:11.) 
So, let’s take a moment and ask: how do you find 
a good counselor? What do you look for?  

1) Biblical – In biblical counseling there are 
several schools of thought (more than I 
can go into in this article) but you will 
want someone who understands the 
authority of Scripture and does not try to 
meld it with modern psychology 
(sometimes called Integrationist 
counseling). The presuppositions of 
modern psychology and the Bible are 
fundamentally at odds with one another 
so mixing them together is not helpful. 
(By the way, “follow your heart” is bad 
counsel – sorry Hallmark.)   

2) Experienced – Back to Rehoboam again: 
“But he rejected the advice which the elders 
had given him, and consulted the young men 
who had grown up with him, who stood before 
him” (1 Kings 12:8). I think there are two 
things we can learn here: First, find 

someone with experience; you need godly 
men (or women) who have lived for a 
while and have a bigger picture on life. 
Second, don’t seek the advice of your 
‘mates’, those who will likely agree with 
you because you are buddies. I knew one 
man who sought the counsel of his 
businessmen friends rather than his elders 
or pastors; it was not too surprising that 
they affirmed what he had already 
concluded – from a business perspective.  

3) Discerning – Related to the above, note 
Hebrews 5:14, “But solid food belongs to 
those who are of full age, that is, those who by 
reason of use have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil.”  Discernment 
here refers to the ability to make a 
distinction between look-a-likes. Very 
often in counseling there are difficult calls 
to make involving motives, applications 
of standards to ‘fuzzy’ situations, timing 
issues, personality differences, and 
sensitivities. You want counselors who 
can sort through these with wisdom and 
compassion.  

4) Trained – I don’t mean that they have to 
have a college or seminary degree. Paul 
writes, “Now I myself am confident 
concerning you, my brethren, that you also are 
full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able 
also to admonish one another” (Romans 
15:14). He is communicating that he 
believes many of them to be able to 
counsel, to admonish. But note that this 
affirmation is preceded by ‘filled with all 
knowledge.’ It is one thing to understand 
the authority of the Bible; it is another to 

Seeking and Heeding Wise Counsel 
Pastor Dan Dodds 
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know the Bible and the principles within 
it. Which laws still apply? How do they 
apply? Some pastors today will tell you 
to follow the ten commandments; others 
will tell you the ten commandments do 
not apply anymore. You’re going to get 
very different counsel from each. And 
remember: just because the counselor is 
confident doesn’t mean he’s competent. 

5) Loving/Caring – It is also very helpful to 
seek counsel from those who care about 
you and love the Lord. There should be a 
‘current’ of concern and sincerity that 
reflects not just a willingness to dispense 
information but that also demonstrates a 
desire for you to grow into the image of 
Christ. Counselors should not just be 
‘wisdom vendors’ but brothers or sisters 
who desire to make disciples for Christ 
and to see them grow in their faith.  

6) Humble – Humility should not be 
confused with low self-esteem; rather, it 
is an attitude of service and submission 
that is reflected in an honest desire to 
help. It is someone who is not lording 
himself over the counselee but sees 
himself as a fellow brother in Christ. He 
or she is not about ‘building their 
business’ but building the kingdom.  

7) Thorough – The counselor needs to be 
thorough in his or her questions, getting 
as much information as possible before 
giving advice. We read in Proverbs 18:13, 
“He who answers a matter before he hears it, 
It is folly and shame to him.” I have learned 
this the hard way when after giving 

counsel I find out more information that 
requires me to backtrack. It is best to get 
all the information up front. This 
includes getting information from all 
parties involved, not just the one who 
presents himself in your office. 
Remember, “The first one to plead his cause 
seems right, Until his neighbor comes and 
examines him” (Proverbs 18:17). 

8) Has a good track record/reputation – 
Another question to ask is about the 
track record of the counselor. Does he or 
she have a reputation for having 
provided good counsel in the past? Who 
is recommending him or her to you? 
Does the one recommending a counselor 
know what he’s talking about? These are 
important questions because advice is a 
common commodity – biblical wisdom is 
not. Read about Daniel (in the book of 
Daniel) to see a great example of 
someone with a great reputation for 
wisdom.  

These are just a few things to look for in a 
counselor, but it’s a good start.  

Now, you’ll notice that the article title that I 
was assigned is “Seeking and Heeding Wise 
Counsel.” Well, we’re only part way there – and 
an article on heeding counsel would probably 
take twice as long! Maybe we’ll pick that up next 
time.  

Pastor Dan Dodds 

dan@woodruffroad.com 
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“My son, let them not depart from your eyes— Keep 
sound wisdom and discretion; So they will be life to 
your soul And grace to your neck. Then you will walk 
safely in your way, And your foot will not stumble.” 
Proverbs 3:21-23   

 
Teaching discernment begins with possessing 

discernment. That’s the necessary order. So, it 
helps to know what discernment is and where to 
get it. Discernment is the ability to judge well, to 
see the difference between or among things, and 
along with it, to also choose well. Discernment 
begins with ‘discretion’ which is the ability to 
separate or to distinguish between things, to see 
and understand how they are different. 
Discernment comes with the thoroughly biblical 
realization that not all things are equal, that there 
is good and evil, that there is better and worse. 
Nearly as important is the knowledge that among 
all the qualitative and moral differences there are 
also ‘adiophora’ or things indifferent. Yes, 
discernment includes being able to sort out what 
matters and what doesn’t, what weighs much 
and what weighs little.  

What then is required to teach discernment to 
children? Time and talk. That’s the Deuteronomic 
principle: “And these words which I command you 
today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, when you walk by the 
way, when you lie down, and when you rise 
up” (Deut 6:6-7). It’s in making use of the waking 
hours that your children will learn to discern. 
Babies are wired to learn simple commands from 
the very tone of your voice: the “do’s” and 
“don’ts” of basic obedience, respect, and safety. 
Young children benefit immensely by repeatedly 
hearing the principles of the Proverbs. Teens 
require constant questions to cause them to 
reflect on their heart motives and the potential 

motives of those around them. Discernment asks 
“What is likely to happen if I make this choice?” 
Discernment is that form of wisdom that the 
Proverbs so frequently extols in comparing the 
wise to the fool (Prov 3:5; 10:8; 12:15; 13:20; 
14:16…) which as a parent or teacher you must 
lead them to do. 

The process is somewhat simple, even intuitive, 
but because discernment requires actively 
making choices it’s something many will avoid. 
To have discernment, children must first learn 
principles: “Your word I have hidden in my heart, 
That I might not sin against You” (Ps 119:11) and 
“Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the 
day” (Ps 119:97). The law of God is THE standard 
for believers. The Word of God is that which, 
according to Hebrews 4:12, pierces and divides, 
judging “the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 
To work, that Word must be read, heard, stored 
up, and ready. To teach your children 
discernment they must have the Word in 
abundance: under preaching, in Christian 
education, through family devotions, through 
their own personal study of it. It is an intentional 
and habitual indoctrination. 

The second aspect of teaching children 
discernment is by encouraging them to 
discriminate and to practice making choices: 
“What would you gain by being her friend? What 
might you lose by being her friend?”; “How 
much would it cost to be a part of that? What 
price might you pay down the road by skipping 
out on it?”; “Why would you want to go there? 
What reasons can you think of that would 
motivate others to be there too?” Discernment is 
demanding. It means looking and examining and 
deciding all while relying on limited information 
and thoughtfully applying the Word and 
wisdom. Thinking hard about potential 
repercussions of various choices is not natural in 

Teaching Your Child Discernment 
Pastor Scotty Anderson 
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young people. They don’t like to think about the 
future. But the work is essential to maturity. “But 
solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, 
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised 
to discern both good and evil” (Heb 5:14). 

One more thing needs to be said. Your 
example, your methods, and your goals matter. 
You will teach the children in your care to be one 
of three things by how you value discernment: to 
be indifferent, to be judgmental, or to be 
discerning. If you let everything go and never ask 
or require the asking of hard questions, your 
children are unlikely to develop discernment. But 
if you’re a fault-finder (Jude 16 NASB; Luke 6:37; 
Mark 7:2; 14:5), and you take pride in comparison 
(Luke 18:11), your children will do the same and 
completely miss the point. The question in using 
discernment is always, “How can I most serve 
and glorify God and my neighbor?” This is why 
we listen to Paul when he says, “Test all things; 
hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of 
evil” (1 Thess 5:21-22) or John when he says, 
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1). 
Discernment is for serving, preserving, and 
honoring someone beyond yourself. If the fruit is 
not love for others, then you will have missed 
what discernment really is. 

Youth Activities 
 
Youth Fun - Golden Skate  
March 9 – Noon-3pm 
 
Vacation Bible School at WRPC 
June 10-14  
 
Senior High RYM (Week #2) 
Panama City Beach, FL 
July 8-13 
 
Junior High Conference 
Ridge Haven, NC 
July 22-26 

“If any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask of 

God, who gives to all 

liberally and without 

reproach, and it will be 

given to him.” 

J A M E S  1 : 5  

Pastor Scotty Anderson 

scotty@woodruffroad.com 
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Pastor Robbins 
If you come into my study you will notice a 

few assorted paintings: a portrait of General 
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson (a deacon at 
Lexington Presbyterian Church) and a portrait of 
the Second Presbyterian Church of Charleston 
SC, which (in the mid-1800’s) was one of the 
finest congregations in the history of 
Christendom for missionary zeal. 

But the largest painting is a portrait of 
Benjamin Morgan Palmer (BMP). Periodically, I 
read The Life and Letters of Benjamin Morgan 
Palmer by Thomas Cary Johnson and am 
reminded why this astounding Presbyterian 
minister is a role-model for me. 

Palmer was born in 1818 in Charleston, SC into 
a well-known ministerial family. Even after he 
had spent 45 years in New Orleans, Palmer 
would often say “You know, I am a South 
Carolinian!” He grew up in Walterboro, SC and, 
even though his father was a poorly paid pastor, 
BMP had an excellent education, as his mother 
taught him through the Bible, all of Shakespeare, 
John Locke, John Milton, and more. 

At the age of 18, he was urged to saving faith 
through his cousin Dr. I.S. Axson, the pastor of 
Ind. Pres. in Savannah. He finished college at the 
University of Georgia and entered Columbia 
Seminary to study under James Henley 
Thornwell who was the pastor of FPC-Columbia, 
the President of USC, and a professor at 
Columbia Seminary. 

After short pastorates in Anderson, SC and 
Savannah, GA, Palmer was called to be the pastor 
of FPC-Columbia. His congregation included 
Thornwell (the former pastor) along with many 
legislators, several judges, and most of the profs 
and students from the seminary. 

Palmer, the Preacher - During Palmer’s 
ministry in Columbia (1843-1855), there was a 

sense of excitement about the preaching of the 
Word. A legislator wrote: “During the week we 
talked about last Sunday’s sermons and 
compared notes, and O how we hurried to the 
church, full of expectancy, on the Lord’s Day.” 
One could rightly say that the magistrates’ minds 
were controlled by the preaching of the word. 

Each Sunday, Palmer preached three sermons, 
varying from 30 to 90 minutes in length: a 
morning, an afternoon, and an evening sermon. 
One member of the congregation wrote: “Palmer 
always gives himself to preaching the Bible. 
Others are preaching science and literature and 
politics, but he preaches the doctrines of the 
Bible. He preaches on the Trinity and the 
Incarnation and on sin and conversion and 
justification and sanctification. He especially 
preaches boldly and frequently on the issues of 
Calvinism.” 

Palmer was later called to be the pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, where 
he would stay until he died, 47 years later! His 
sermons were widely published and appreciated 
around the world. Palmer’s influence was wide; 
FPC-New Orleans was the largest church in the 
South with more than 1500 attendees per service. 
Under his preaching during the War between the 
States, Palmer was a chaplain who saw tens of 
thousands of men converted during the Great 
Revival of 1863-1864. 

Palmer, the Pastor - One of BMP’s particular 
gifts was his ability to bring comfort to the 
hurting. 

His book, The Broken Home, is drawn from his 
own experiences. In succession, he buried four 
daughters, his only son, his wife, and his mother. 
When he wrote to a friend about this time period, 
BMP simply said, “All earthly loves have been 
taken so that I may have only Christ to love…. It 
is not what I would have chosen, but in this dark 

What They’re Reading 
Reading recommendations from the pastoral staff 
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cloud I now have come to know what it is to be 
with God and rest on Him alone.” 

Palmer’s moral influence - In 1891 BMP called 
for a meeting of the city’s citizens at the Grand 
Opera House in New Orleans. He spoke 
intensely about the parasitic nature of gambling, 
saying “the lottery must go or Louisiana is lost!” 
He called for a referendum, which was held, and 
the lottery was outlawed. 

Palmer on the Lord’s Day - BMP organized a 
Sabbath league in New Orleans, including 
representatives of the Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jewish community. He pointed out that 
Louisiana was the only state in the union that did 
not recognize the Sabbath, that therefore no city 
so flagrantly flouted the Sabbath as New Orleans, 
and that the poor working man had no day of 
rest or worship. His signature on many pieces of 
correspondence concerning this was “No Sabbath 
means no God, and no God means moral 
anarchy.” By his tireless lobbying and 
organizing, in 1886, a Sabbath law was adopted 
by the state legislature. 

Palmer’s final days - He was so greatly beloved 
by the city of New Orleans that on his 80th 
birthday (in 1898) over 10,000 people came to his 
house and filed through to pay their respects. 
Not only all the Christians in town, but hundreds 
of war veterans came into New Orleans for this 
purpose. The rabbis from each of New Orleans 
three synagogues even came bearing a large 
silver cup inscribed with Psalm 89:28. (“My 
mercy I will keep for him forever, and my 
covenant shall stand firm with him.”) 

Four years later (in 1902) he died after being 
struck by a streetcar. The New Orleans paper 
reported that it was the largest funeral ever seen, 
except for Jefferson Davis. All the streetcars 
stopped running that day, businesses were 

closed, and all the state flags were lowered to half
-mast, for a Presbyterian minister! 

Palmer’s influence is especially amazing in 
light of the fact that he was of poor stock and was 
singularly unattractive. (All his biographers point 
out that he was short and ‘homely.’) In fact, his 
father-in-law resisted BMP’s appeals for his 
daughter’s hand on the grounds that he had no 
prospects. What an astounding minister he came 
to be! 

Pastor Dodds 
The Wright Brothers, David McCullough. This is 

a fascinating history of the Wright brothers. Even 
after having visited Kitty Hawk last summer, I 
found how much I didn’t know. 

Nature’s Case for God, John Frame. Though 
Frame is a presuppositionalist, he has no problem 
providing evidence for the truth of the Bible and 
the existence of God. Frankly, I didn’t find this 
book too exhilarating – I was hoping for 
something a little different. Nevertheless, it’s 
another tool in the toolbox.   

The 3D Gospel, Jason Georges. The author 
describes the three different types of cultures 
(guilt/innocence cultures, shame/honor cultures, 
and fear/power cultures) and how to bring the 
gospel to bear on each. It was an interesting read. 

Mother and Son, Emerson Eggerich. Eggerich is 
very helpful in providing insight on how moms 
can encourage masculinity and strength in their 
sons – by learning how to speak to them in terms 
that boys understand. 

Time for the Talk, Steve Zollos. This is another 
resource to assist us in talking to our kids about 
sexuality. I appreciated the thoroughness of the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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book and the nicely laid out plan for how to 
move from one stage to the next. 

The Certainty of Faith, Richard Ramsey. Though 
I resonate with the presuppositional approach in 
this book on apologetics, I found it a little flat – 
leaving out extremely important topics such as 
authority and the self-attesting nature of 
Scripture. However, there is an abbreviated 
history of philosophy that is helpful.  

Pastor Anderson 
For a long time, I’ve wanted to read Heaven by 

Randy Alcorn. It’s a very popular book and for 
good reason. Alcorn is not a scholar but he works 
hard to be faithful to the Scripture and 
consistently refers back to the text along with 
conservative theologians in coming to his 
conclusions. If you’ve ever heard the charges that 
Alcorn is too speculative in some of his ideas, 
those charges are true, especially near the end of 
the book. At the same time, he does much good 
in the way of correction of the severely deficient 
view of heaven held by most evangelical 
Christians as well as the ‘trips to heaven’ 
phenomenon that was the rage a few years ago. 
And Alcorn’s speculations are a sanctified 
version that should encourage greater 
contemplation on the reality of the new heavens 
and new earth promised by our Savior. 

I’m ashamed to admit I had never picked up 
Thomas Watson’s Body of Divinity (Full Title A 
Body of Divinity: Contained in Sermons upon the 
Westminster Assembly's Catechisms). I now 
understand why it is so popular. It’s his sermon 
series on the Westminster Catechism and is far 
warmer and interesting than it might sound. 
Consider his comments on justifying faith: 
“(Justifying Faith includes) Appropriation, or 
applying Christ to ourselves. A medicine, though 
it be ever so sovereign, if not applied, will do no 
good; though the plaster be made of Christ's own 
blood, it will not heal, unless applied by faith; the 

blood of God, without faith in God, will not save. 
This applying of Christ is called receiving him. 
John 1:12. The hand receiving gold, enriches; so, 
the hand of faith, receiving Christ’s golden merits 
with salvation, enriches us.” He illustrates 
everything richly (sometimes too richly) and will 
grow your appreciation for the catechism. 

And finally, I know it’s too late for Valentine’s 
Day, but maybe for next year file away Rekindling 
the Romance: Loving the Love of Your Life by Dennis 
and Barbara Rainey. These guys are so good and 
helpful on just about everything they do. It’s a 
really good outworking of self-sacrificial love 
and will give you plenty to talk about. 

(Continued from page 9) 

Preparing for the  

Worship of God 

You must have a fertile heart 

Sunday morning. Sunday 

morning is the time when you 

should especially be with the Lord 

in a quiet time before coming to 

church.  

Spend time alone with the Lord 

Sunday morning before coming to 

church (Psalm 5:3). 
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For over ten years WRPC has fielded a team at 
Oakview Elementary School to bring the good 
news of the Gospel to children. The work we are 
doing through the Good News Club takes a team 
of people to handle the administrative logistics 
and to meet our desire to have good teacher/
student coverage.  

Today, we have 15 WRPC folks who help each 
week, bringing Bible stories, a missions focus, a 
memory verse, puppets (video), songs, and 
games to the kids at Oakview. We currently have 
about 35-40 children show up each week. They 
come from all kinds of backgrounds and a variety 
of churches including one family from a Mormon 
church!  

The club begins at 2:30 when the kids begin to 
arrive. They split into age groups and are greeted 
by a team member who spends about 15 minutes 
with them reviewing the previous week’s lesson 
and prayer. Of course, this time also includes the 
mandatory snack for each of the kids!  

We then come together as a group to sing a 
song that includes a helping video and the 

a c c o m p a n y i n g  s i g n 
language. The kids stay 
together as a group for the 
remainder of the time as we 
go through all the activities, 
culminating in a game. The game is usually boys 
against girls and is based on the lesson of that 
day - answer the question right and you get to 
pick from various options to determine how 
many points you get. When we dismiss at 3:45 
the kids are walked outside where they are met 
by their parents.  

Though the lessons are fairly simple, the kids 
often ask great questions and it is not unusual to 
get into a discussion that requires deeper 
theology. Please pray for these kids - that the 
Lord will use His Word in their lives and that He 
will give them a greater and greater hunger for 
Him.   

Ministering Outside the Walls 
The Good News Club 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 

whether they are of God; because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world.” 

1  J O H N  4 : 1  
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Allie Fraley 

Membership Vows 
September 18, 2018 

Emma Wilkinson 

Membership Vows 
September 18, 2018 

Hank & Ginger Ludwig 

Membership Vows 
December 16, 2018 



M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 1 9  |  T H E  V I S I O N A R Y      1 3  

 

Mary Smith 

Membership Vows 
January 20, 2019 

Madeleine Bolick 

Membership Vows 
February 24, 2019 

Martha Mae Richman 

Sacrament of Baptism 
January 20, 2019 

Covenant child of Steve & Rachel Richman  
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DeeDee Vaughn 

Membership Vows 
January 27, 2019 

Kensley Annalise Smith 

Sacrament of Baptism 
January 6, 2019 

Covenant child of Curtis & Kristie Smith 

Constance Hope Mason 

Sacrament of Baptism 
February 3, 2019 

Covenant child of Phillip & Ashley Mason 
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Cilas & Aninha Felho de Menezes 

Membership Vows 
January 27, 2019 

Wayne Watts 

Membership Vows  

September 18, 2018  

Tabitha Shore 

Membership Vows 
February 24, 2019 
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By way of the briefest history: Hungary, 
Slovakia, Romania, and Ukraine suffered under 
communist rule from the end of WW2 until the 
fall of the Berlin wall. After the breakup of the 
Soviet empire, Romania’s dictator (Nicolai 
Ceausescu) was executed, opening up Romania 
to the modern world. The Church had suffered 
horribly under the Soviets. Confessionals in 
Catholic Churches were bugged; priests were co-
opted into being spies. This was superimposed 
on more than a century of infestation of 
liberalism in the Protestant Churches. Seeing an 
opportunity for evangelism, the Westminster 
Biblical Missions (WBM) established Károlyi 
Gáspár Institute of Theology and Missions to 
instruct Hungarian speaking pastors in true 
reformed theology. At first, an attempt was made 
to work with the existing Hungarian Reformed 
Church. However, the Hungarian Reformed 
Church was found to harbor very liberal 
teachings and the 20 or so pastors in training 
were led by God to establish their own 
denomination - Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
Central and Eastern Europe (RPCCEE). Dr. 
Robert Rapp was instrumental in this work 
which has been supported by WRPC for 20 years.  

Growing the church in this environment has 
been very difficult. There is an underlying 
spiritual ennui common to Europe. Hungarian 
speaking populations are widely dispersed 
through several different countries separated by 
hundreds of miles and poor transportation 
systems. There are few large population centers - 
more small towns and villages. Other 
denominations are supported by the State while 
RPCCEE is not. (By some they are seen as a cult.) 
In spite of these challenges, ministers have 
faithfully persisted in their difficult work of 
evangelism and church planting. Most of the 
churches are small with congregations of 20 or 

less members. A few have grown considerably 
lately.  

Pastors Robbins and Anderson have been able 
to visit the group in Budapest. Last year Peter 
Szabo (one of their ministers) spent time in 
Greenville strengthening ties with WRPC and 
GPTS. He will be visiting again in a few weeks to 
continue studies for his doctorate in divinity with 
GPTS. Hopefully, many WRPC members will be 
able to meet him. 

Vickie and I have been blessed to be able to get 
to know some of these wonderful brothers and 
sisters in Christ over the past four years. In 2015, 
a request came for WRPC to help teach English in 
RPCCEE’s evangelistic summer camps. Ashley 
Blough bravely led the way for five weeks and 
Vickie and I joined her for the last two. We found 
a widespread community of men, women, and 
children who pooled their skills; built each 
other’s church/homes; developed English 
language curricula; and demonstrated boundless 
hospitality, friendship, and grace. Their camps 
are joyful and their theology sound. Their ability 
to make due with very little is humbling.  

While the first students were in seminary 
(1994) they began an outreach mission on a 
family farm of Ferenc Kovacs. The property is 10 
miles or so from the nearest town of Szovata, in 
north-central Romania. It is high on a hill 
surrounded by grazing land and remote woods 
where it is not uncommon to be visited by 
European brown bears (grizzly bears) or wolves. 
Originally, the farm had a well, an old family 
dwelling, and not much else. The seminarians 
began the camp with 40 or so orphans from an 
orphanage established during the brutal reign of 
the Ceaucescus. The camp had no supplies and 
only a few tents to house the orphans. By God’s 
grace, at the last minute, an acquaintance 
donated some food for them: three tons of 

Missions Report 
Dr. David Shallcross 
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sardines. Subsequently, the camp was opened to 
other families, gypsies, and the elderly. This grew 
into training camps for teachers and camps for 
believers. In 1999 the Lord provided funding for 
a wooden structure which they completed in 
2000. This center now hosts 12 or more camp 
sessions per year. The center is used for Easter 
and Reformation conferences, youth conferences, 
home schooling conferences, and theological 
conferences for their own pastors and others 
outside their denomination. They can handle up 
to 50 people at a time. 

The RPCCEE has asked for our help this year in 
the following ways: 

1. They are in need of funding for repairs and 
maintenance of the Szovata center.  Requests 
for funding have been submitted to the 
WRPC Missions Committee.  

2. They would welcome workers who can help 
with fencing, repairs of the playground, 
window glazing, and balconies. The work 
would tentatively occur in early summer. 

3. A couple is needed in July to help teach in 
the English language evangelistic summer 
camps. This is a wonderful opportunity for a 
couple who could take two weeks away from 
the U.S. to help spread the gospel to people 
who desperately need it and to encourage 
brothers and sisters in Christ who feel 
isolated. 

4. They would welcome someone who could 
stay for several months to teach English to 
children, teens, and the elderly in their 
homes and congregations. This could also be 
a great chance for evangelism. 

If these opportunities to work with the distant 
family of Christ touch your heart, please contact 
the Missions Committee or speak to me directly. 
Summer is just around the corner in terms of 
preparing for these missions.  

 
David Shallcross 

dshallcross@charter.net 
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Let the Redeemed of the Lord… Say So! (Psalm 107:2) 
A personal testimony from Andre Dickerson 

“Saul, Saul…It is hard for you to kick against the 
pricks.” These words from Acts 26 rang in my 
ears (substituting my name for Saul’s) on that 
fateful evening in 2003 when I fell to my knees as 
a 34-year-old in the same room I grew up in as a 
child and said, “Lord I’m done fighting. I’m done 
living my life as I wish. I am now Yours. I give 
myself to You to do with me whatever you 
wish.” 

The Lord was pleased to give me godly 
parents, grandparents, and great grandparents. I 
can say with the Psalmist “The lines have fallen 
for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a 
beautiful inheritance” (Psalm 16:6). My parents 
were faithful in bringing me up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. We were ALWAYS 
in church. My mother was always the organist 
and pianist and my father was the music director 
at every church. (Maybe that’s why I enjoy 
singing so much!) My father was a faithful leader 
in family worship, discipline, teaching us how to 
work hard, and spending time with my brother 
and me. I made a profession of faith at age eight 
and was baptized in a Baptist church. Two years 
later my parents found the reformed faith and we 
began attending (and soon after joined) Church 
Creek Presbyterian Church in Charleston, 
SC.  There I was catechized, went to middle 
school fellowship with Scott Clark, sang out of 
the blue Trinity hymnal, learned what TULIP 
was, and learned all about the reformed faith.  

After high school I attended Bob Jones 
University for several years on and off. (I stayed 
out several semesters to work due to paying my 
own tuition so it took me a long time.) In my later 
years at BJU I started making some very bad 
decisions. I met a girl and soon after married her 
(without my parent’s full blessing). I joined the 
Army before finishing college because I needed 
income to support my new family. Our marriage 

was rough from day one. After five stressful 
married years my wife had an affair and did not 
want the marriage so we got a divorce (no kids). 
By that time, I had made the rank of Captain and 
finished my undergrad degree. After our divorce 
I was bitter and angry at God. I started to spiral 
downward very quickly with excessive drinking, 
drugs, and all the deviance that comes with that 
lifestyle. 

After the Army, I moved to Atlanta in 2000 and 
began working in the corporate world continuing 
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my plunge downward. All this time my faithful 
mother would write me letters chock-full of 
Scripture and telling me she was praying every 
day for me. I would quickly read them and stuff 
them away, full of guilt. I continued for three 
more years living what the world would call ‘the 
good life’ in Atlanta filled with all sorts of 
worldly pleasures. 

Finally, my world came to an end. I lost my job, 
frittered away all of my money, and had nowhere 
to go but back home to live with my parents. I 
had wandered so far from my upbringing that I 
was amazed when I saw my parents bow their 
heads and with complete dependence and 
humility thank the Lord for our meals! Within 
the first week of being home the Holy Spirit 
convicted me and brought me to my knees, 
enabling me to cry out to the Lord to save me. I 
surrendered my will to His. I quit fighting and 
gave Him my full allegiance and devotion. All 
this time I had the head knowledge, the furniture 
was in the room, but the light was not on! God’s 

Word was now alive! I couldn’t read it enough. I 
began serving at Church Creek Presbyterian as 
an usher and deacon assistant. The Lord 
provided a job. He even allowed me to meet a 
wonderful Christian girl through family and 
friends. In 2004 I found a job in Greenville and 
moved here while Julie and I were dating. We 
began visiting WRPC and were married in 2005. 
Dan Dodds did our marriage counseling and 
Pastor Carl married us. Now, 14 years later, I can 
truly say that I am a trophy of God’s grace. When 
I stopped fighting and surrendered my will to 
His, He started blessing me in every way. Now, 
the Lord has given me a godly, patient, loving 
wife; four children; a good job; and a wonderful 
church in WRPC in which to serve and continue 
my growth. My prayer is that I will stay heavenly 
minded, remain faithful, and tirelessly serve Him 
until my dying day. 

“Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to 

judge Your people, that I may discern between good and 

evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” 

1  K I N G S  3 : 9  
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On Sunday, January 27, WIC had its annual 
kickoff during the Sunday school hour. Ladies 
were able to hear about many opportunities to 
serve, fellowship, and be fed within the church. 
They were able to sign up for committees, as well 
as hear about Bible studies, Fellowship Dinners, 
Book Club, Prayer Pals, and the annual Spring 
Conference. 

Bible Studies 
Our spring Bible Studies began in February. 

Both studies meet on Thursday and are using 
Nancy Guthrie’s series, Seeing Jesus in the Old 
Testament.  

The morning study, The Son of David – Seeing 
Jesus in the Historical Books (Book 3), began on 
February 7. The study is led by Betty Smith in the 
WRPC gym from 9:30-11:15. Monique Skellenger 
has art/art history class each week with children 
ages six and above. Classes for younger children 
and nursery care are also available.  

The evening study, The Word of the Lord - Seeing 
Jesus in the Prophets (Book 5), covering Habakkuk, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, and Malachi, began on 
February 21. The study is led by Suzanne 
Patterson and meets in her home at 7 PM.  

If you have any questions, please contact Betty 
Smith at columbiabucks@gmail.com or Suzanne 
Patterson at pattersd1@aol.com. 

Dates to Remember 
 March 5 (Tuesday) - Women’s 

Fellowship Dinner – 6:30 PM at P.F. 
Chang’s  

 March 30 (Saturday) - Women’s 
Conference – Megan Hill guest speaker 

 May 2 (Thursday) - Book Group - 
Discussing Respectable Sins by Jerry 
Bridges 

 

WIC Council members  
 Betty Smith, President 

 Tonya Scott, Vice President 

 Sandy Robbins, Fellowship 

 Wendy Wilkinson, Council 

 Pat Boettner, Council 

 Shelly Perkins, Council 

Women in the Church (WIC) 
Betty Smith, WIC President 

“But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those 

who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both 

good and evil.” 

H E B R E W S  5 : 1 4  

mailto:columbiabucks@gmail.com
mailto:pattersd1@aol.com
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Pulpit Planner for March-April 2019 

AM Sermons 
 

Mar 3 Pastor Robbins continues “The Sermon 
on the Mount” with Matthew 7:21-23, 
“Lord, Lord.” 

 
Mar 10 Matthew 7:24-27 is the focus of Pastor 

Robbins’ sermon “The Wise Man and 
the Foolish Man.” 

 
Mar 17 Pastor Robbins concludes “The Sermon 

on the Mount” with “The 
Authoritative Teacher” from Matthew 
7:28-29. 

 
Mar 24 A mini-series on the Cross begins as 

Pastor Robbins preaches “The Last 24 
Hours of Jesus’ Life (I) - Washing the 
Feet of the Twelve” from John 13. 

 
Mar 31 Pastor Dodds begins a new (for him) 

series on 2 Peter.  
 
Apr 7  Pastor Robbins preaches “The Last 24 

Hours of Jesus’ Life (II) - Jesus gives 
THE New Commandment” from John 
13. 

 
Apr 14 “The Last 24 Hours of Jesus’ Life (III) - 

The Arrest” from Luke 22 is the subject 
of Pastor Robbins’ sermon. 

 
Apr 21 On Resurrection Sunday Pastor 

Robbins will proclaim “He is Risen” 
from Luke 24:1-12. 

 
Apr 28 Our Spring Bible Conference continues 

as Dr. Colin Dow preaches “Christ the 
Dove” from Song of Solomon 2.  

 

PM Sermons 
 

Mar 3 Pastor Robbins continues the series in 
the Book of Daniel by expounding 
Daniel 2:1-19, “Daniel Given the 
Dream and the Interpretation.” 

 
Mar 10 Daniel 2:20-23 is in focus as Pastor 

Robbins preaches “Daniel’s Hymn of 
Praise.” The Sacrament of Holy 
Communion will be celebrated. 

 
Mar 17 Pastor Anderson preaches 2 

Corinthians 1-2, “A Simple and 
Committed Ministry.” 

 
Mar 24 “Daniel Tells the Dream and the 

Interpretation” from Daniel 2:24-45 is 
the subject of Pastor Robbins’ sermon. 

 
Mar 31 Pastor Dodds preaches 2 Peter 1:2-4, 

“Provision for Life and Godliness.” 
 
Apr 7 Daniel 2:46-49 is examined as Pastor 

Robbins expounds “Believers 
Promoted in a Pagan Nation.” 

 
Apr 14 Pastor Robbins proclaims Daniel 3:1-18 

and the topic of “Civil Disobedience.” 
 
Apr 21 “The 4th Man in the Fire” is the focus of 

Pastor Robbins’ exposition of Daniel 
3:19-25. 

 
Apr 28 Dr. Colin Dow concludes our Spring 

Bible Conference by preaching 
Philippians 3, “An Experimental 
Knowledge of Christ.” 
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Administration 

 Received regular reports from the 
Treasurer that church finances continue 
to be positive  

 Called a congregational meeting to 
consider purchase of real estate 

 Conducted annual reviews with each 
pastor  

 Approved additional amounts to be 
spent on summer youth camps to help 
defray cost for church members  

 Approved internships for Zack Groff 
and Miguel D’Azevedo 

 Approved hiring Mrs. Melton Duncan 
as administrative assistant in place of 
Diane Detmer who has retired  

 Directed no ball playing to occur in the 
gym before Sunday morning worship 
or during classic fellowship  

Presbytery and General Assembly 

 Elected REs Marcinak, Dickerson, and 
Jobe as commissioners to the winter 
meeting of Calvary Presbytery; All 
pastors also attended. 

 Elected REs Johnson, Marcinak, and 
Scott as commissioners to General 
Assembly; All pastors will also attend  

 Received a report on the winter 
meeting of Calvary Presbytery  

 Petitioned Calvary Presbytery to 
organize the First Presbyterian Church 
of Durres, Albania, Albert Kona pastor  

Membership 

 Received Mr. and Mrs. Kim Kyle as 
members by reaffirmation of faith 

 Received Mrs. Mary Smith as a member 
by reaffirmation of faith  

 Received Mrs. Perry Bolick (Madeleine) 
as a member by transfer from Church 
of the Good Shepherd PCA, Durham, 
NC  

 Received Mrs. Taylor Shore (Tabitha) as 
a member by transfer from Covenant 
PCA, Easley  

 Dismissed Mr. and Mrs. Chester Collins 
to Sandy Plains ARP, Tryon, NC 

 Removed Michael Bolick from the roll 
following his membership at 
Brookwood Church  

Music 

 Approved a psalm singing and 
fellowship event to be scheduled on a 
Friday evening  

Shepherding 

 Proceeded with two disciplinary 
matters  

 Prayed for the needs of the 
congregation  

Minutes and Actions of the Session 
C.F. Marcinak, Clerk of Session 



M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 1 9  |  T H E  V I S I O N A R Y      2 3  

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Eddie Roberts, WRPC Treasurer 

WRPC uses a fiscal year for budgeting purposes that runs April through March. We continue to have 
a good financial year. Through the end of January 2019, we have received $1,227,271 (revenue) and have 
spent $1,037,550 (expenses). As shown in the table below, we are over budgeted revenues and below 
budgeted expenses for the current fiscal year.  

 
If you have any questions about WRPC’s finances, please contact me.   
Eddie Roberts, Treasurer (roberts.eddie7@gmail.com) 

“Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and 

empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according 

to the basic principles of the world, and not according to 

Christ.” 

C O L O S S I A N S  2 : 8  



The Visionary is published bi-monthly by Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church (PCA). 

You can reach us at 2519 Woodruff Road, Simpsonville, SC 29681 

Phone: (864) 297-5257 | Email: office@woodruffroad.com 

and our website address is www.woodruffroad.com.  

The radio program The Presbyterian Pulpit airs at 9:00 AM every Sunday on 106.3 FM and 1330 or 950 AM. 

“But the anointing which you have received 

from Him abides in you, and you do not 

need that anyone teach you; but as the same 

anointing teaches you concerning all 

things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just 

as it has taught you, you will abide in 

Him.” 

1  J O H N  2 : 2 7  


