
S E P T E M B E R — O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9  V O L U M E  3 6  |  I S S U E  5  

The Communion of the Saints  ·······················  2 

Disaster Response Committee of Calvary  ·····  3 

Hospitality a Necessary Path to Community  ·  4 

Men’s Ministry 2019  ·····································  5 

Teaching Children to Value Fellowship  ·········  6 

What They’re Reading  ···································  8 

2019 Missions Conference  ····························  9 

New Members & Baptized Children  ···········  10 

Book Review: Beyond Life & Death  ············  12 

Let the Redeemed of the Lord, Say So!  ······  14 

Women in the Church (WIC) ·······················  15 

Pulpit Planner  ·············································  17 

Minutes & Actions of the Session   ··············  18 

Treasurer’s Report  ······································  19 

Visionary the 

BUILDING COMMUNITY  



2     T H E  V I S I O N A R Y  |  S E P T E M B E R — O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9  

 

In this issue of the Visionary we are addressing the 

theme of “Building Community.” We confess on a 

regular basis (when we use the Apostles’ Creed) that 

we believe in “the communion of saints.” What does 

that mean? Our Westminster Confession fleshes that out 

more when it states in WCF 26.1: “All saints, that are 

united to Jesus Christ their Head, by his Spirit, and by 

faith, have fellowship with Him in His graces, 

sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory: and, being 

united to one another in love, they have communion in 

each other's gifts and graces, and are obliged to the 

performance of such duties, public and private, as do 

conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and 

outward man.” 

In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul addresses the Corinthian 

church, telling them he wants them to be informed 

about spiritual gifts, and he then proceeds to give an 

extensive listing of gifts. Some of these (with the 

passing of the apostles and the closing of the canon of 

Scripture) are no longer needed but some are 

functioning and most necessary including helps, 

administration, mercy, service, teaching, giving, 

encouragement, and more. For a full listing, consult 

the parallel Pauline texts in Romans 12 and Ephesians 

4.  

The Apostle Peter (1 Peter 4:10-11) has a somewhat 

simpler model for spiritual gifts by categorizing them 

into two functions: speaking gifts and serving gifts. 

Some refer to this as the difference between “up front 

gifts and behind the scenes gifts.” 

Who has spiritual gifts? Both Paul and Peter agree 

that ALL converted persons have them. This means 

that regenerate children and youth as well as senior 

citizens have spiritual gifts and should use them. 

 

 1 Peter 4:10 “Each one has received a gift…” 

 1 Cor. 12:7 “The manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to each one for the profit of all” 

There are no unimportant gifts. The Apostle Paul 

debunks this notion in Ephesians 4:16 and 1 

Corinthians 12:15-26. The believer may never think, 

“My gift is so insignificant, so behind the scenes, no 

one will notice or be affected if I just kick back.” No! 

For the healthy functioning of the church it is of 

utmost importance that each and every member use 

their gifts. 

Who decides who gets which gifts? The Holy Spirit 

does and He is sovereign! 1 Corinthians 12:11 says 

“But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 

distributing to each one individually as he wills” (see also 1 

Cor. 12:18). This rules out boasting (1 Cor. 4:7) as it’s 

the Holy Spirit who “gifts” for ministry. This also rules 

out envying of gifts as that would be criticism of the 

way the Spirit runs His Church. 

No matter what your gifts, you have received them 

from the Holy Spirit to USE for the edification of 

others in the church. The gifts are “doing” gifts. No 

one has the spiritual gift of heaping up data. So, 

WHAT are YOU DOING with your gifts? WHO are 

you serving? The gifts are for “edification,” so who are 

you building up? 

The purposes for spiritual gifts are varied and 

include the following: 

 to glorify God - 1 Peter 4:11 

 to increase dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit 

 to increase dependence upon the body of 
Christ (the church) - Ephesians 4:16. You 
need the gifts of others in the body. I need 
your gifts of help, encouragement, mercy, 
and service. 

You will only experience “the communion of saints” 

as you serve others in the church, using your gifts and 

receiving ministry from other gifted saints.  

The Communion of the Saints 
Pastor Carl Robbins 

Pastor Carl Robbins 

pastor@woodruffroad.com 
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We want you, our WRPC congregation, to be aware 

of a new and exciting initiative and opportunity to 

serve within Calvary Presbytery. 

About two years ago we perceived a need to foster 

and facilitate conversations, interaction, and action 

among the diaconates of Calvary Presbytery. Accord-

ingly, a Word and Deed sub-committee was formed 

under the Administrative Committee of Calvary Pres-

bytery. This sub-committee is comprised of representa-

tive deacons from the individual churches in the Pres-

bytery and is chaired by Teaching Elder Dan Ratch-

ford, pastor at Smyrna Presbyterian Church, Newber-

ry, SC. 

The purpose of the sub-committee is as follows:  

Organize, coordinate, and encourage diaconal minis-

tries in Calvary Presbytery; empower our deacons to 

the work of ministry in their local church, in Calvary 

Presbytery, and in our denomination; foster diaconal 

relationships and the sharing of "best practices" in and 

among churches; and help local diaconates in develop-

ing local areas such as homeless shelters, prisons/jails, 

poverty needs, pro-life ministries, food kitchens, secu-

rity issues, etc. 

The particular area of the sub-committee's work and 

current priority that I want to focus on in this article is 

that of DISASTER RESPONSE and what we are doing, 

how we are organizing, where we are today, and 

where we hope to go. 

We have organized the churches in Calvary Presby-

tery, for Disaster Response purposes, into four regions. 

Within each region we will have a designated staging 

area as a meeting place to assemble individuals, vehi-

cles, equipment, etc. prior to deployment to a disaster 

area. Each of these regions will have a contact person 

who will be responsible for contacting the individual 

churches (Diaconates) in his region and coordinating 

the disaster response preparation and deployment of 

the collective region resources. 

We envision this working in the following manner: 

If there is a disaster (for example, a hurricane in FL) 

and the PCA Mission to North America (MNA) re-

ceives a request for assistance or offers of help, MNA 

will then contact the sub-committee chair (Pastor 

Ratchford). He will convey the request/need to each of 

the four regional contacts who in turn will contact their 

respective diaconates. Each diaconate then assesses the 

need and how they can best support the request and 

then feeds that information back up the chain. Once 

organized, manned, and equipped, the teams will meet 

at a pre-determined location for deployment as a 

group. There are lots of other actions taking place such 

as getting the right equipment, tools, and skills for the 

requested need as well as coordinating sleeping, eat-

ing, and other support needs for the teams.   

The bottom line is that when a need arises and a call 

for assistance is issued, we will now have an organiza-

tion in place to meet the need in a coordinated and 

orderly Presbytery effort instead of each individual 

church doing their "own thing." 

We now have the four regions established; have a 

$65,000 donation to help purchase needed equipment 

and supplies; are in the process of purchasing and 

equipping a muck-out covered trailer and a chain saw 

covered trailer; and are continuing efforts to get all the 

churches involved. 

QUESTION: Where do I fit in? ANSWER: Please 

pray as we continue to organize, equip, and implement 

this effort. Think about where you can help (e.g., sheet-

rock hanging and finishing, chain saw operation, elec-

trical and plumbing, debris removal, etc.) so that when 

assistance is requested, we are ready to go.  There are 

areas in addition to “construction” type efforts that 

will need help such as building Shelters of Hope (small 

sheds) and packing hurricane relief kits at the ware-

house in Rome, Georgia (the second Saturday of each 

month is a work day at the warehouse.) 

If you have any questions, please see Deacon Will 

Zettler or Deacon Doug Pinkham. 

Disaster Response Committee of Calvary Presbytery 
Will Zettler, WRPC Deacon 
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In the book of Romans chapter 12 we read in 
verses 10-13: “Be kindly affectionate to one another 
with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 
another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in 
tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 
distributing to the needs of the saints, given to 
hospitality.” 

This is a helpful grocery list of ways in which 
Christians can minister to one another and enjoy 
one another in community. Think through each 
item and picture it being played out in the lives 
of the adults and even the children of WRPC – 
isn’t that a pleasant thought?  

Let’s take a moment and look at that last word, 
‘hospitality.’ The Greek word used here by Paul 
is the word ‘philoxenia.’ It’s a compound word 
(two words stuck together) combining the words 
‘friend’ (philos) and ‘stranger’ (xenos). It is used 
only one other time in Scripture in the book of 
Hebrews where it is translated ‘entertain 
strangers.’ Here it includes a reminder that there 
are those who have ‘unwittingly entertained 
angels’ (likely a reference to Abraham showing 
hospitality to the Lord and some angels in 
Genesis 18) and carries with it the idea of 
entertaining others in your home.  

An interesting point to note here is that the 
verse calls us to entertain strangers. This suggests 
that showing true hospitality should not be 
confused with having your best friends over. Of 
course, there is overlap here, but the focus 
appears to be on reaching out to those we do not 
know well, perhaps a visitor to the church or a 
church family that you have never met. Imagine 
doing this on a regular schedule – weekly, every 
two weeks or once a month. It would still take a 
while at WRPC to get through the roster, 
wouldn’t it? This means that there is an ever-ripe 
field of potential visitors to invite to your home.  

Let’s look at another word: ‘given’ as in ‘given 
to hospitality’ (Romans 12:13). The English word 
is perhaps not very hard for us to understand, 
but the Greek word behind it has a rich meaning. 
The word in Greek is ‘dioko’ and it is translated 
in the Scriptures at least two ways, one of which 
is the word ‘given’ or, in some texts, ‘pursue.’ But 
in some passages, ‘dioko’ is translated 
‘persecute!’ In fact, in the very next verse 
(Romans 12:14), we read “Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse.” The idea common to 
both is that one is ‘to take initiative to actively 
pursue others’ – to persecute them or to invite 
them to dinner! 

When we put these together, we see that being 
hospitable is not a passive activity – you don’t 
wait around for others to invite themselves to 
your home (or for you to be invited to theirs). 
You are to ‘pursue’ them, to seek them out and 
invite them over.  

For many people this is a challenging 
command; they envision having people over and 
experiencing those awkward spaces in the 
conversation where people are looking at one 
another and tapping their toes because no one 
can think of what to ask or say. But this isn’t 
rocket science. You can make a list of eight to ten 
questions you can ask that will result in many 
opportunities for rabbit trails and conversation. 
Ask how they came to faith in Christ. Ask a 
couple how they met (this is often a great way to 
begin as it recalls wonderful memories). Ask 
about their kids, where they have lived, what 
kind of job he or she has. Ask about hobbies and 
interests or about the books they have read.   

How do you find other members at WRPC? 
Y o u  g o  o n l i n e  t o  o u r  w e b s i t e 
(woodruffroad.com), click on ‘Resources’ and 
then ‘Member Area’ and sign in. If you don’t 

Hospitality as a Necessary Path to Community 
Pastor Dan Dodds 
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know the password, call the office and we’ll give 
it to you (if you are a member). 

Our prayer is that Woodruff Road Presbyterian 
Church would be a place of warm, consistent, 
godly hospitality.  

Men’s Ministry 2019 

ONGOING 

Men at the Gates: We meet weekly to discuss the book we’re reading. (We’ve been meeting for 12 years 
and read two to four books each year.) Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 6:00 AM in the church library or 
Thursdays at 12:15 PM at IHOP (Woodruff Rd and I385). We are just beginning the book  The Identity and 
Attributes  of God by Terry Johnson. It’s not too late to jump in.  
Prayer Meeting: Meets in the church office on Fridays at 6:30 AM  

SERVICE 

Ridge Haven: We are booked to go to Ridge Haven (the PCA camp in Brevard) November 13-16 to repair a 
low-pitched roof at Shepherd’s Hall. The work should take two to three days. Though the men will be 
working, their families are invited to join them at no cost (including meals). If your family needs a nice 
getaway, complete with beautiful trails and peaceful walks, this is the place to go. We will provide more 
information on this as the date approaches.   

FELLOWSHIP 

Camping:  On October 11-12, the men will be hosting our yearly campout at Lake Hartwell. This year is the 
family camp. Our sites are filled with the 100+ who have already signed up. If you are interested in being on 
a waitlist, please contact Mark Laps.  
Meat & Greet: Men’s gathering and dinner from 6-8 PM on October 24th – details to follow.  

OTHER 

Committee Members: If you would like to be on the Men’s Committee please see Dan Dodds. Help is always 
appreciated.  

FATHER/SON CONFERENCE AT RIDGE HAVEN 

For all men and their sons (you don’t need a son to qualify to come). Our speaker will be Paul Sanders (a 
dynamic speaker!). Mark your calendars for February 9-11. We will arrive on Friday night and return Sunday 
afternoon – worship Sunday AM will be at Ridge Haven.  

Pastor Dan Dodds 

dan@woodruffroad.com 
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Fifteen years ago, I began laboring at WRPC, 
first as an intern and then as Pastor to Families 
and Youth. Prior to being called to the ministry 
here, I’d never had a single thought about 
working in any kind of youth related capacity. 
Ministry to families and counseling occupied a big 
part of my thinking about a pastoral call but 
working with youth was a foreign concept. That’s 
probably always been reflected in how I’ve 
approached this ministry…for better or worse.  

One of the “worse” aspects was the attitude I 
had toward my work. Don’t get me wrong. I was 
very enthusiastic about the kids at WRPC and the 
opportunity to teach and disciple them, but I 
placed a much higher premium on parents and 
their role as the primary disciplers (discipliners) of 
their own children. In my mind I was merely 
offering a service to enhance what the parents 
were doing; and if they didn’t want to be 
involved, that was their prerogative. The problem 
was that in my high regard for parents’ views I 
undersold the role of the church and what it 
would and could do for our young people. It took 
some time for me to figure that out. 

In those early years while I was figuring out 
what I was doing, I had a few parents who 
criticized youth ministry. Some vocally expressed 
their rejection of it altogether and went so far as to 
keep their children away from it (too dangerous…
too much foolishness…too cliquish…). I was 
sympathetic to their convictions. After all, parents 
are called to disciple their own children. There is 
no such thing as “youth ministry” in Scripture. 
Young people do benefit by being with older folk 
and serving the whole body of Christ instead of 
being reduced to peer only relationships. So, at 
least in theory, I could see where they were 
coming from. But some theories end up not 
passing the reality test. 

After just a couple of years my eyes were 
opened to a recurring problem: I was frequently 
seeing troubling qualities in the disconnected kids. 
As I looked at it more closely, more scientifically, 
and more historically, my research showed a 
glaring concern: parents and kids who took the 
“leave it” side of “take it or leave it” with our 
youth ministry were faring poorly spiritually, 
both in the near and long term. Whether a young 
person was home schooled, Christian schooled, or 
publicly schooled made little difference in terms of 
spiritual outcomes. But what did matter was 
whether or not they were plugged in to our 
student ministries. For those heavily involved in 
Sunday School, Wednesday activities, and camps 
and conferences, over 90% remained faithful to the 
church in the years following high school 
graduation. But for those who avoided or left our 
ministries by early high school, only 50% were still 
actively plugged in to the church as young adults. 
And those in between had results in between. In 
other words, there was a linear relationship 
between how involved you were in our youth 
ministries and how involved you stayed with the 
church later on. 

My joke has been, “I’m just that good a youth 
pastor.” Everyone knows how untrue that is. And 
to prove it, those numbers precede my tenure. The 
“youth guy” is not the key; the push to fellowship 
with the church is. Our teaching content is 
important and we work hard to make it so, but a 
much larger component in learning to love the 
church is to be in the fellowship of the church. 

What your children will get out of fellowship 
with the church is just that…fellowship with the 
church. The church is what it is: the Redeemed, 
the body of Christ. And a child will get the same 
things out of it that an adult does. As our 
Westminster Confession teaches, they are “…united 
to one another in love, they have communion in 

Teaching Your Children to Value the Fellowship of the Church 
Pastor Scotty Anderson 



S E P T E M B E R — O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9  |  T H E  V I S I O N A R Y      7  

 

each other's gifts and graces, and are obliged to 
the performance of such duties, public and 
private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both 
in the inward and outward man” (WCF 26:1). And 
like adults, “by profession are bound to maintain 
an holy fellowship and communion in the worship 
of God, and in performing such other spiritual 
services as tend to their mutual 
edification…” (WCF 26:2). These are experienced 
and practiced most importantly among the local 
body of Christ. Sports teams are great, home 
school co-ops are helpful, and nursing home 
visitation has a place, but church fellowship rises 
above these in importance. 

First, there is the friendship aspect. Simply 
having companions in this world is comforting. 
Even introverts get lonely. No one is expected to 
do well alone or should go it alone (Eccl 4:9-12) 
and all the better when they are in unity (Ps 133:1; 
1 John 1:3). 

Second, there is confrontation (Gal 2:11). Now 
you might ask, “Are kids really good at 
confronting?” The answer is no, they’re not good at 
it, but they can be very effective at it. “Quit being a 
jerk!” or “That’s not fair!” are common 
expressions among teens and children. They make 
a sharp point about what’s socially and morally 
acceptable and for that reason can be good 
teachers. And when those signals are misaligned 
or confusing, kids usually run to parents for help 
which doubles the learning experience with 
supportive parents who prudently respond. And 
don’t forget the value of confrontation from other 
adults: “Don’t run in the hallway”; “Go to the 
back of the line”; or “Come clean up your table” 
are all occasions to learn other-mindedness and to 
be taught stewardship, things that don’t come in 
isolation. They are learned by being together and 
learned best among believers. 

Third, there is Gospel encouragement (Phil 4:8-
9). The joint experience of learning and growing 
together within the space of the church make a 
powerful Gospel impression. Corporate worship, 
youth group, Catekids, and Sunday School put a 
child into a body of fellow believers and covenant 

children engaged in worshiping and learning 
together. And doing so with similar aged children 
teaches them that the truths are not just for adults 
but for them as well. 

Fourth, the church prays. Within the fellowship 
of the church is an abundance of praying 
members: pastors, elders, parents, Sunday School 
teachers, Catekids helpers, XYZers, and other 
students. Sure, not all the time, but it’s more than 
what’s in the home alone and certainly more than 
is in the world. Your children need the abundance 
of those prayers and that happens when they are 
in contact with these people through fellowship. 
Fellowship opportunities with peers are also times 
to introduce children to prayer and to practice 
praying for one another (James 5:16). How many 
times would you suppose that happens outside 
the church? 

Fifth, they need the memories. Any adult knows 
he can remember the events of childhood and the 
teenage years probably better than any others in 
life. In those formative years our hearts are 
populated with associations, personalities, and 
events. Why would anyone not want those 
coming from within the body of Christ? Paul 
makes much of memories by way of exhortation in 
1 Thessalonians 2, recalling his time with them 
and a shared past experience of suffering to 
bolster their faith in the present. Time, contact, 
and common memories matter. 

Finally, if you haven’t reviewed it lately, take a 
look at Paul’s famous put off and put on 
instructions in Ephesians 4:25-32. All come in the 
context of relationship. In fact, they can’t be 
exercised apart from a neighbor and a church. 
Children need that opportunity of fellowship with 
their peers and within the whole church, imperfect 
and painful though it may be, because the 
alternative, a neighborless Christianity, is 
regrettably unbiblical.  

Pastor Scotty Anderson 

scotty@woodruffroad.com 
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Pastor Robbins 
Every so often a new book is penned that I urge 

upon you and say, “You must get this book and 
read it.” Terry Johnson’s The Identity and 
Attributes of God is such a book. Deeply rooted in 
the Reformed tradition and emerging from 40 
years of deep study, this is devotional material of 
the highest order. Three hundred fifty pages that 
will repay your effort tenfold. His chapter on 
“God’s Victorious Goodness” is worth the price 
of the book alone. I am so thankful that our men’s 
reading groups are studying this book together 
with Pastor Dodds this fall. Even if you are not in 
one of these groups, snag a copy and grow deep 
in the knowledge of God. 

Can patriotism turn into blind idolatry? That is 
the question John Wilsey’s important book 
American Exceptionalism and Civil Religion seeks to 
answer. Alexis de Tocqueville (in 1835) wrote 
“Anglo-Americans… conceive a high opinion of 
their superiority and are not very remote from 
believing themselves to be a distinct species of 
mankind.” Wilsey seeks to humbly demonstrate 
how many views of “American exceptionalism” 
are deeply problematic for the Christian, 
especially views that hold any (or all) of these 
five distinctives: a chosen nation; a uniquely 
divine commission; national innocence; sacred 
land; and glory. This “theology” reaches its 
lowest ebb when the church is pressed into the 
service of nationalism, celebrating the nation’s 
glory. This will be a very helpful book for you to 
read before the next election cycle.  

Pastor Anderson 
Conquests and Culture is the third of a trilogy by 

the brilliant economist and social theorist, 
Thomas Sowell. It’s the kind of book that’s good 
to expose yourself to once in a while to think 
above the current cultural conversation. In this 

volume, Sowell makes observations about the 
surprising cultural benefits of being conquered 
and having values, technologies, and language 
imposed by a foreign entity. Without admitting 
it, Sowell is acknowledging that dark 
providences (suffering) can result in unforeseen 
and happy providences (blessings). The 
conclusions shouldn’t be a surprise given texts 
such as Genesis 50:20, Exodus 9:16, Esther, Isaiah 
45, John 9:1-5, or Luke 24:46. 

If you enjoy popular scientific writing, a book 
that is getting a lot of traction in challenging the 
prevailing paradigm of natural history is Michael 
Behe’s Darwin Devolves: The New Science About 
DNA That Challenges Evolution. This is one of 
several Behe has written promoting intelligent 
design (Behe would be an old earth Creationist) 
and reflects on how real science continues to 
militate against the naïveté of Darwinism. The 
complexities of life and differentiation among 
species are becoming not less but more and more 
astounding in the almost daily discoveries being 
realized by molecular biology. Darwin’s elegant 
theory was brilliant and also wrong. He gave us 
no more than an adequate description to 
explaining the breeding of dogs but nothing 
approaching a mechanism to account for the 
origins of life or the diversity of animals on the 
planet.  

Also very challenging is John Piper’s Bloodlines: 
Race, Cross, and the Christian. It’s vintage Piper 
and has much to commend it on this topic. I think 
it has been previously reviewed, but if not, it is a 
worthy read, free on the internet, and has a cross-
centered approach to the problems in the black-
white racial divide in this country.   

What They’re Reading 
Reading recommendations from the pastoral staff 
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Dr. Kathryn Butler is a devout Christian 
trauma and critical-care surgeon with great 
compassion and concern for critical-care patients 
and their loved ones. In the “Introduction” to her 
book, Between Life and Death: A Gospel-Centered 
Guide to End-of-Life Medical Care, she writes: 

“Yet medical technology harbors a dark side. When 
an illness cannot be cured, aggressive 
interventions prolong dying, incur suffering, and 
rob us of our ability to speak with loved ones and 
with God in our final days. Ventilators steal both 
voice and consciousness. Resuscitation looks a lot 
like assault. In the ICU we often awake in pain and 
find ourselves physically strapped to a foreign bed, 
deprived of the familiarity and comfort of home. 
We clamber for air, only to find we have no 
freedom and no voice.” 

Speaking to loved ones serving as caregivers, 
she writes: 

“When our critically ill loved ones cannot speak to 
us, we wrestle with impossible decisions of whether 
to press on or withhold treatment, all the while we 
yearn to hear a beloved voice again… such 
dilemmas thrust us into grief, doubt, fear, anger, 
and even guilt as we struggle to reconcile a web of 
instruments with a mother’s voice, a father’s 
laughter, or a child’s smile. While we wrestle, 
concerns about faith also haunt us.” 

Chapters 1 and 2 look at “Framing the Issue” 
and “Wisdom Begins with the Word.” Chapters 3
-9 give “A Detailed Look at Organ-Supporting 
Measures” and Chapters 10-13 and beyond deal 
with “Discernment at Life’s End.” Dr. Butler 
recognizes that we all have and bring different 

feelings, goals, attributes, circumstances, and 
views on end-of-life decision making to the table 
and that the choice is ours to make. She only 
wants to help us make choices that are informed 
and biblically-based. Advanced care planning 
guidance is given, as is discussion on related end-
of-life topics. 

Rather than write my own testimony of this 
book, I will share a few testimonials written by 
others, which speak much more eloquently than I 
could. 

“It is inevitable that at some point, each of us will 
face difficult and even heartbreaking medical 
decisions. We may have to make decisions related 
to our own care or, even tougher, the care of 
someone we love.” 

“For all the blessings of modern critical-care, we 
have not sufficiently reckoned with its dark 
underside: what happens when medical technology 
and intervention do not preserve life but prolong 
death?” 

“How do we best love the sick and dying? How do 
we know when to pursue medical interventions 
and when to allow our loved ones to, as Dr. Butler 
puts it, ‘relax into the embrace of Jesus’? These are 
complex questions without easy answers. But 
Between Life and Death provides a healthy 
framework of biblical wisdom to illuminate 
otherwise murky scenarios. Dr. Butler explains the 
dense terminology that can baffle already 
overwhelmed caregivers. And, with unflinching 
(but not unsympathetic) clarity, she brings us to 
the bedsides of the suffering and tells us what it is 
like to experience CPR, a ventilator, or artificially 
administered nutrition … we need to know the 

Between Life and Death: A Gospel-Centered Guide to 
End-of-Life Medical Care, Kathryn Butler, MD  
A Book Review by Elder Bill Johnson 
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stark reality in order to make God-honoring and 
merciful choices for ourselves and loved ones.” 

If you are facing a terminal illness or if you are 
a spouse, child, close friend, or relative of 
someone who is facing a terminal illness and are 
likely to become a caregiver and/or caregiving 
decision maker, you should read this book in its 
entirety. For you will face decisions such as: what 
your loved one, not you, would have wanted; 
and whether various interventions help us on the 
life-prolonging road to recovery or, if a core 
illness is irreversible, merely prolonging death 
with undue suffering (in other words, is it life-
saving or death-prolonging). 

I would close by giving two other testimonials 
to the book. 

“Dr. Butler has written a remarkable, unique, and 
timely book. Combining her medical expertise with 
biblical compassion and moral evaluation, she 
lucidly explains what we need to know about life-
and-death medical situations. She does not offer 
vague advice but grounds her counsel in medical 
facts, legal realities, spiritual principles, and real-
life illustrations.” 

“Dr. Butler has done a masterful job in giving us a 
clear and comprehensive guide to navigate the 
difficult and complex waters of end-of-life care.” 

I totally agree with both statements and very 
highly recommend the book. 
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Let the Redeemed of the Lord… Say So! (Psalm 107:2) 
A personal testimony from Mrs. Cornelia Leembruggen 

Saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ didn’t 
come to me the easy way. In my earliest years, I 
was taken to Roman Catholic schools in our 
village on the small island of Madura, east of 
Java, Indonesia. Due to my father’s position as a 
non-commissioned army intelligence officer, our 
family moved from place to place which gave us 
little or no opportunity to join a church. During 
World War II, and for many years after the war, 
my family had no access to a Christian church. 
The country of Indonesia was ruthlessly occupied 
by the Japanese and over 14 million of my 
countrymen were exterminated. Our days were 
spent fighting to survive and gaining back our 
independence. Eventually, Indonesia proclaimed 
independence from the Japanese, but great 
political unrest ensued, and my family of Dutch 
heritage was forced to migrate back to the 
Netherlands. 

In 1962, due to the overpopulation of Dutch 
migrants in the Netherlands, we were once again 
uprooted, and my family immigrated to the 
United States. It was on this journey across the 
ocean that I met my husband, Herman. After a 
short courtship, we were married at Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles which is 
where I first had the opportunity to go to church. 
After several job changes, Herman was recruited 
to Michelin Tire Company in South Carolina, and 
it was through a friend’s invitation that we began 
to attend Mitchell Road Presbyterian Church. 
Under the faithful ministry of Dr. Tom Cross, the 
Lord began a work in my heart and our spirits 
soared under the preaching of the Word. Herman 
and I both were strengthened in our faith and 
over the years we grew in our knowledge of the 
Lord as we attended church, heeded the 
messages, mingled with fellow like-minded 
Christians, and avoided situations that could 
have weakened our resolve. When Dr. Cross 
assumed the leadership of the newly organized 

Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church in the late 
1980s, we moved our membership and became 
charter members. For almost 40 years now, we 
have worshipped with the Lord’s people here 
and have grown in our love for the Savior and 
knowledge of our God. I am ever grateful to the 
saints of WRPC for their constant care and 
kindness. 

In reflecting on the past, the national turmoil in 
Indonesia, being uprooted from my home, living 
in a foreign land, the loss of jobs, the challenges 
of marriage and parenting, and now the decline 
of my health, I am grateful for the Lord’s 
faithfulness as He draws me more and more to 
Himself. May He always be glorified in all my 
ways. 
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Women in the Church (WIC) 
Betty Smith, WIC President 

Pie Fellowship 
On August 18th, the church body had a 

delightful time of fellowship after the evening 
service. The pies, cobblers, and cakes were 
provided by WIC. Thank you to each lady who 
provided a dessert. The evening was made even 
more special as we celebrated Pastor Carl’s 
birthday.  

Bible Studies  
Ladies’ Bible studies are just beginning with 

the evening study beginning September 12th and 
the morning study September 19th. Both meet on 
Thursdays for ten weeks.   

The morning study will be using Nancy 
Guthrie’s The Wisdom of God – Seeing Jesus in the 
Psalms & Wisdom Books (Book 4 of her series, 
Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament). The study is led 
by Betty Smith in the WRPC gym from 9:30-11:15. 
Monique Skellenger will have art/art history 
class each week with children ages six and above. 
Classes for younger children and nursery care 
will also be available.  

The evening study, using Nancy Guthrie’s 
Hoping for Something Better (on the book of 
Hebrews), is led by Suzanne Patterson and meets 
in her home at 7PM (211 Crepe Myrtle Court, 
Greenville). Childcare is not provided during the 
evening study. 

Please consider attending one of these studies. 
You will be blessed and amazed at the joy you’ll 
receive as you dig into God’s Word in a small 
group setting with your sisters in Christ. You’re 
welcome to join us at any time.   

Book Club 
The WIC book club met on August 1st to 

discuss the biography, A Chance to Die, The Life 
and Legacy of Amy Carmichael, by Elisabeth Elliot. 

We will meet next on Saturday morning, October 
19th to discuss A Real Love for Real Life, by Andi 
Ashworth. Get your copy now and start reading! 

Biblical Theology Workshop 
No matter how much you already know (or 

don’t know) about the Bible, if you are a woman 
who wants to know your Bible better, this 
workshop is for you! On February 21-22, 2020, 
Nancy Guthrie will be presenting a women’s 
workshop on Biblical Theology at First 
Presbyterian Church in Greenville. Biblical 
theology helps us to discover what God intends 
for us to grasp as we read his Word so that we 
are less likely to impose our agenda on it. Nancy 
says, “All of us who are seeking to understand 
God are theologians. And we can all become 
better theologians from wherever we are now. 
I’m gearing the material to reach the average 
woman in the church, seeking to make it clear 
and accessible for her, as well as stretching for 
those who are more adept with their Bibles. The 
sessions will be interactive, with hands-on small 
group work in the text, and I hope they will be a 
lot of fun too.”  

To register go to www.nancyguthrie.com/
biblical-theology-workshop. The cost is currently 
$20 for Friday evening and all-day Saturday. 
Many have already signed up so join us for a 
meaningful time in God’s Word. 

Dates to Remember 

 September 12 and 19 (Thursdays) - 
Bible Studies begin 

 October 19 (Saturday morning) - Book 
Club 

 November 9 (Saturday) - Breakfast 
Fellowship 

(Continued on page 16) 
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 November 30 (Saturday morning) - 
Prayer Pal Party 

 December 15 (Sunday) - WIC 
Fellowship 

 February 21 & 22 (Friday and 
Saturday) - Biblical Theology 
Workshop 

 

WIC Council members 

 Betty Smith, President 

 Tonya Scott, Vice President 

 Sandy Robbins, Fellowship 

 Wendy Wilkinson, Pat Boettner, Shelly 
Perkins 

(Continued from page 15) 

“If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of 

God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the 

ability which God supplies, that in all things God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 

belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. 

Amen.” 

1  P E T E R  4 : 1 1  



S E P T E M B E R — O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9  |  T H E  V I S I O N A R Y      1 7  

 

Pulpit Planner for September—October 2019 

AM Sermons 
 

Sept 1 Pastor Robbins continues the 
consecutive exposition of the Gospel 
of John in John 2:23-25, “Jesus NOT 
Committing Himself to Some.” 

Sept 8 “Jesus Explains Regeneration” is the 
doctrine in focus as Pastor Robbins 
preaches John 3:1-8. 

Sept 15 John 3:9-14 is the text for Pastor 
Robbins’ sermon, “Christ Lifted Up.” 

Sept 22 Pastor Anderson will preach from 2 
Corinthians 2:14-17 on “The 
Digression: Triumph in Christ.” 

Sept 29 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 is in view as 
Pastor Anderson exhorts us on “The 
Honesty of Christianity.” 

Oct 6 Pastor Robbins proclaims the most 
beloved verses in the Bible, 
expounding John 3:15-18, “The 
Necessity of Saving Faith in Christ.” 

Oct 13 Missions Conference: “Taking the 
Gospel to all Nations, Tribes, People, 
and Tongues” – WRPC missionaries 
will be preaching during several 
services. 

Oct 20 Pastor Robbins gives the biblical 
assessment of men’s hearts in “Men 
Love Darkness” from John 3:19-21. 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
will be served. 

Oct 27 John 3:22-36 is in view as Pastor 
Robbins focuses on the necessity of 
the believer’s growing humility in 
“He Must Increase.” 

 

PM Sermons 
 

Sept 1 Pastor Robbins preaches Daniel 7:23-
28, “His Kingdom is an Everlasting 
Kingdom.” 

Sept 8 For our Communion Service Pastor 
Robbins will preach from 1 John 3 on 
“Loving the Brethren.” 

Sept 15 Daniel 8 is in focus as Pastor Robbins 
proclaims “The Vision of the Ram and 
the Goat.” 

Sept 22 Pastor Anderson will be preaching 
from 2 Corinthians 3:1-9, “Ministers of 
a New Covenant.” 

Sept 29 2 Peter 2:4-9 is the text from which 
Pastor Dodds will proclaim “The 
Destiny of False Teachers.” 

Oct 6 Pastor Robbins expounds Daniel 9:1-4 
focusing on “Prayer in a Time of 
Transition.” 

Oct 13 Missions Conference: “Taking the 
Gospel to all Nations, Tribes, People, 
and Tongues” – WRPC missionaries 
will be preaching during several 
services. 

Oct 20 Pastor Robbins preaches on “How to 
Confess Sin Corporately” from Daniel 
9:5-19. 

Oct 27 “God Answers Prayer” is the thesis for 
Pastor Robbins’ sermon on Daniel 9:20-
23. 
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Administrative  

 Received report from Treasurer that 
fiscal year 2019 budget is on target  

 Presented Steven Reeves, church 
administrator, with a gift in recognition 
of five years of service 

 Approved expenditures for C. Menezes 
and Interns J. Salinas and M. 
D’Azevedo to attend Redeemer Biblical 
Counseling Training Institute 

 

Missions 

 Approved recommendation from 
Missions Committee to support Tony 
Rogers with Metanoia Prison Ministries 
at Perry Correctional Institution 
(Pelzer, SC)  

 

Christian Education 

 Approved Mrs. Jared Burr, Miss 
Savannah Bowman, and Mr. and Mrs. 
James Wade as children’s Sunday 
School teachers pending further 
theological examinations and child 
safety qualifications 

 

Presbytery 

 Approved and submitted an overture 
(requesting action/resolution) to 
Calvary Presbytery to amend Book of 
Church Order 20.4, 24.3, and 24.4 on the 
method of electing pastors, elders, and 
deacons 

Membership 

 Approved transfer of the Eric Woernle 
family to Fellowship PCA, Greer 

 Approved transfer of Alexander 
Skellenger to Parish PCA, Franklin, TN 

 Approved transfer of Thomas 
Spurgeon to Downtown PCA, 
Greenville 

 

Shepherding 

 Exercised pastoral discipline with two 
members who have neglected the 
church for over a year, sending letters 
reminding them of their vows (Book of 
Church Order 38.4) 

 Discussed the needs of the flock and 
our regular visitors 

 Prayed for the needs and situations 
addressed in the Shepherding Reports 

Minutes and Actions of the Session 
C.F. Marcinak, Clerk of Session 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Eddie Roberts, WRPC Treasurer 

WRPC uses a fiscal year for budgeting that runs April through March. We continue to have a good 
financial year. As shown in the table below, we are well over budgeted income and well below budget-
ed expenses for the current fiscal year.  

 
If you have any questions about WRPC’s finances, please contact me. 

“That which we have seen and heard we declare to 

you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and 

truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His 

Son Jesus Christ. ” 

1  J O H N  1 : 3  



The Visionary is published bi-monthly by Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church (PCA). 

You can reach us at 2519 Woodruff Road, Simpsonville, SC 29681 

Phone: (864) 297-5257 | Email: office@woodruffroad.com 

and our website address is www.woodruffroad.com.  

The radio program The Presbyterian Pulpit airs at 9:00 AM every Sunday on 106.3 FM and 1330 or 950 AM. 

“Two are better than one, 

Because they have a good reward for their labor. 

For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. 

But woe to him who is alone when he falls, 

For he has no one to help him up. 

Again, if two lie down together, they will keep 

warm; But how can one be warm alone? 

Though one may be overpowered by another, two 

can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not 

quickly broken. ” 

E C C L E S I A S T E S  4 : 9 - 1 2  


