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In one of the clearest chains of reasoning in the 
Bible, the Apostle Paul (in Romans 10) shows the 
absolute necessity for men to hear the preaching 
of the Word in order to be saved. But the value of 
hearing does not stop there; it is quite 
multifaceted. Not only must we hear to be saved, 
we must hear the Word to be convicted, 
sanctified, matured, encouraged, rebuked, 
counseled, and much more. 

Even the most casual reader of the Gospels will 
notice how often Jesus counsels his followers 
“Whoever has ears, let him hear” (Matt 13:9) and 
“Take heed how you hear” (Luke 8:18). In effect, 
Jesus is repeatedly saying “Listen to My Word 
carefully, so that your life may be affected by 
what you hear and the message will cause you to 
be fruitful.” 

Our problem (as a race) all began when our 
father Adam failed to listen to God’s Word and 
instead listened to the word of the Evil One. He 
failed to exercise right discernment in who he 
would listen to. The problem continues today as 
people refuse to listen, counting the preaching of 
the Word as “foolishness” (1 Cor 1:18). 

When God wants to get His people’s attention, 
He shouts “Hear O Israel” (Deut 5:1; 6:4; 9:1). The 
Father stresses that acceptable hearing leads to 
obedience (Deut 6:3; 15:5); when people refused 
to listen to Him, God declared that He would 
refuse to listen to them (Deut 1:43-45); and when 
they found themselves in trouble because of their 
sin, He commanded them to “turn” (i.e., repent) 
and “LISTEN” (Deut 4:30). 

How can YOU be an effectual hearer of the 
Word of God? Let me suggest three simple steps: 

 
1. Pray for the effectiveness of the Word - Pray 

that the Holy Spirit would sovereignly and 
graciously give hard-hearted hearers 
attentiveness, interest, and teachability under 

the Word. Don’t just pray for the pastor to be 
bold (Eph 6:19-20) and to preach the Word 
clearly (Col 4:3-4); pray also that the 
congregation would HEAR. You can start by 
praying for you and your family’s hearing. 
 

2. Remove distractions to hearing the Word - 
The greatest preacher of the early church was 
John Chrysostom (347-407). When he was 
preaching his fourth sermon on the Book of 
Genesis he stopped and said to the 
congregation, “Please listen to me. You are 
not paying attention. I am talking to you 
about the Holy Scriptures and you are 
looking at the people lighting the lamps. It is 
very frivolous to be more interested in what 
the lamplighters are doing; after all, I am 
lighting a lamp also, the lamp of God’s 
Word!” C.S. Lewis, in his classic on spiritual 
warfare (The Screwtape Letters), recounts the 
advice of a senior demon to his protégé 
younger demon. The older demon frequently 
reminds the younger that one of their chief 
weapons is the distraction of churchgoers 
under the Word of God. Suggestions for 
removing distractions include: 
− Purpose not to be a distraction to anyone 

else’s hearing by entering late. Plan to be 
in your seat before the announcements 
begin and use those few preparatory 
moments for prayer. 

− Purpose not to be a distraction to anyone 
else’s hearing by moving around. Stop by 
the restroom before the service.  

− Purpose not to be a distracted hearer. 
The best way to do this is to sit close to 
the pulpit so you are not even seeing the 
movement behind you. (The Puritans 
used to say “Sit near and hear.”) 

Preaching: Listening Well 
Pastor Carl Robbins 
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3. Prepare to Listen - Good listening takes work 
and preparation. 
− Get adequate sleep on Saturday night. 

And I’m all for Sunday afternoon naps if 
it means you return to Lord’s Day 
evening worship refreshed and ready to 
listen. 

− Eat a good breakfast before you come so 
you are not distracted by a growling 
stomach. 

− Study ahead. Read the passage to be 
preached and make sure you understand 
the context. 

− Remind yourself that your spiritual life, 
your growth in grace, hangs on how you 
hear. 

        
See you on Sunday, come ready to hear!  

“Be diligent to present 

yourself approved to 

God, a worker who 

does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of 

truth.” 

2  T I M O T H Y  2 : 1 5  

Pastor Carl Robbins 

pastor@woodruffroad.com 
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As our culture continues to unravel, there is no 
ethical norm or institution that is free from 
suspicion, critique, or overthrow. Every category 
of reality is now being scrutinized, even down to 
gender. This should not surprise us. G.K. 
Chesterton has been credited with saying that if 
men stop believing in God, they will not believe 
nothing, they will believe anything. The driving 
force behind this is sin, specifically the sins of 
pride and autonomy. Everyone (naturally) wants 
to be god (is the position open?) and insist on the 
right to define his or her own reality.  

In our time this kind of thinking has found 
traction in the broader culture and is now 
running ‘full steam ahead.’ It is also beginning to 
bleed into historic, orthodox churches. Sadly, 
many in the church have adopted a similar kind 
of skepticism toward the Bible, biblical history, 
and ‘settled’ doctrine. The areas in question 
typically and predictably will be similar to those 
raised in the culture (we have to be relevant, 
right?) with a combination of biblical language 
and cultural catch phrases. 

At issue is the fundamental question about 
what it means to be male or female and whether 
God has really taught that there are roles to be 
played by men and women in the culture, home, 
and church. Specifically, in regard to the church, 
the question is asked, “should women be allowed 
to preach?” The question is predictable because 
both feminist and gender ideologies are so 
pervasive in the cultural conversation and both 
are militantly against any idea of gender roles.  

Providentially, as I prepared to write this piece, 
I saw headlines in Christian forums that question 
whether or not women should be allowed to 
preach. This will of course not end with just 
preaching but will extend to the roles of elder 
and deacon (and has in fact done so).  

What does the Bible say about women 
preaching? This article is not designed to be an 
apologetic of our position; it would take much 
too long to go through all the arguments. 
However, in short, the historic reformed position 
is that only men who are ordained should 
preach. Note that I write ‘should’ – there is not a 
question as to whether women are smart enough 
or have the rhetorical skills to preach – I imagine 
there are many who have both qualities and 
could be effective in the pulpit. The question is a 
matter of what Scripture says.  

Men Only 
The Scripture teaches that only men should 

preach in the church. Passages such as 1 Timothy 
2:8-3:7 should be clear enough on that issue (if 
only…). But it is instructive that God gives the 
grounds for men alone being in authority in the 
church as resting in the creation order as well as 
in Eve’s deception. Note 1 Timothy 2:13-14, “For 
Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into 
transgression.” Neither of these reasons can be 
written off as purely cultural anomalies of Paul’s 
time.  

Ordained 
There are two basic principles here. First, no 

man should presume to speak on behalf of God 
without God having truly called him. In Hebrews 
5:1-10 we see this principle described, originating 
from the Old Testament: God was the one who 
called men into service. We are warned in the 
Old Testament (and New) about those who 
presume to speak on behalf of God but who are 
in reality speaking out of their own imagination.  

The second principle regarding ordination is 
the recognition that the man has been adequately 
trained and prepared for service in God’s church. 

Who Should Preach? 
Pastor Dan Dodds 
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The ordination is not merely a recognition that 
the man was called but also a confirmation of his 
giftedness, spiritual maturity, and doctrinal 
fidelity.  

In short, the man must be called 
‘internally’ (i.e., have a passion for preaching 
God’s Word) and ‘externally’ (i.e., be formally 
recognized as having the calling of God upon 
him through his demonstrated rhetorical 
giftedness, piety, and skill with interpreting and 
applying the Scripture.)  

When we take it in our hands to question God’s 
order in nature and His wisdom for His church, 
we will inevitably find a church that is apostate. 
May the Lord bless us with strong men and 
women who joyfully submit themselves to God’s 
revealed Word and who find joy and 
contentment in their respective callings.  

“Then Moses said to 

the Lord, ‘O my Lord, 

I am not eloquent, neither 

before nor since You have 

spoken to Your servant; 

but I am slow of speech 

and slow of tongue.’ 

So the Lord said to 

him, ‘Who has made man’s 

mouth? Or who makes the 

mute, the deaf, the seeing, or 

the blind? Have not I, 

the Lord? Now therefore, go, 

and I will be with your 

mouth and teach you what 

you shall say.’” 

E X O D U S  4 : 1 0 - 1 2  

Pastor Dan Dodds 

dan@woodruffroad.com 
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“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at 
His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be 
ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” (2 
Timothy 4:1-2) 

 
How did you come to Calvinism and the 

broader Reformed theology and worldview? As 
is the case with many, I came to it without 
realizing it. What had my attention was not 
scholarliness or apologetics or a particular type of 
Gospel presentation. And certainly, it was not a 
view of the sacraments or church government 
that brought me into the fold. What brought me 
to my present beliefs and practices was very 
simply the Word of God. While most Christians 
would say the same, there was a particularity to 
how I was exposed to the Word that was so 
different from whatever or however I had heard 
it before. Now as I look back, I realize the most 
radical and transformative growth in my life 
came in listening to men who took the Bible 
seriously and who unflinchingly taught it as a 
subject which they took seriously. The form of 
ministry and preaching that takes and treats the 
Bible seriously and asks God’s people to do the 
same is best described by the moniker ‘expository 
preaching.’ It’s a distinctive approach with 
elements you should be able to recognize and 
appreciate when you hear a sermon. 

Expository preaching takes its source from 
Scripture. Yes, every Christian preacher would 
say he preaches the Word, but only a minority 
actually do. The expository preacher makes it 
obvious what he’s doing because he explains a 
particular portion of the Bible to the 
congregation. Whether a single verse or several 
chapters, the expositor’s message is going to be 
from the Bible set in the context of the Bible. As 

Paul said to the Ephesian elders, “I have not 
shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of 
God” (Acts 20:7). 

Expository Preaching LABORS to Understand the 
Scripture 

‘Labor’ in that sentence is a carefully chosen 
word. Labor is not just work but hard work. Paul 
says this is the reason pastors are worthy of being 
paid because they “labor in the word and 
doctrine” (1 Tim 5:17). The expository preacher 
takes the Scripture passage he is considering and 
spends a significant amount of time and energy 
on understanding that passage as it was meant to 
be understood. He studies the historical context 
to try to determine what were the issues and 
circumstances the author and recipients faced 
when it was written and delivered (such as the 
fact that Esther was written of Jews living in exile 
in Persia or that 2 Timothy was written from 
prison probably as Paul’s last letter). Expository 
preaching takes the literary context seriously. 
Where does a verse occur in a passage? Who said 
it? What was said before and after it? The 
expository preacher necessarily looks at the 
specific words and sentence structures to try to 
understand how the original language is 
properly translated into the language of his 
hearers so as to not put too much or too little into 
particular words and phrases. And most 
importantly, the preacher works to appreciate the 
theological significance of the passage. As he 
works, he reminds himself of the whole theology 
of the Bible so that he never strays from God’s 
purposes in the text. 

Expository Preaching EXPLAINS the Scripture 
The preacher, after his labors in the study, 

turns then to the congregation. Not to give them 
all the facts that he’s learned about a passage, but 

What is Expository Preaching? 
Pastor Scotty Anderson 
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to distill those truths to the congregation, to make 
what might be unnoticed or unappreciated in the 
Scripture to be understood and valued. He is 
required, to the extent that the passage allows 
him, to make the complicated and obscure 
accessible. He is determined, to the degree that 
the congregation allows him, to communicate the 
importance of the passage. His goal is to take the 
truth he’s learned and to not merely share it but 
to proclaim it to those who will hear him. The 
Bible has authority and therefore the preacher, 
when he is preaching that Word, is declaring it 
with authority because it is not his musings on a 
subject or even a strongly held opinion, but it is 
God’s truth intended for God’s people along with 
a lost and dying world that are dependent on it 
for salvation. 

Expository Preaching APPLIES the Scripture 
Finally, expository preaching doesn’t content 

itself to expose the meaning of Scripture, but to 
expose the hearer’s heart to its meaning. “Preach 
the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching” (2 Tim 4:2). Expository preaching makes 
theological conclusions about you before it’s ever 
met you. Expository preaching believes that you 
have a sin problem, that wherever you are in life 
you haven’t completely mastered obedience, that 
you still need Gospel answers, and that 
repentance and faith will stay the order of the 
day for you. So, the expository preacher will keep 
pressing the truth of those Scripture passages 
rightly understood against your life in ways that 
are meant to prod you toward more faithful 
beliefs and toward greater conformity of life.  

There is more which could be said about what 
preaching ought to be. Preaching should be 
Christ-centered or Gospel-declaring. Preaching 
should be by qualified men. Preaching should be 

good rhetorically. But, to be sure, preaching must 
be biblical, which no doubt expository preaching 
is. In Luke 4:1-22, Jesus begins His ministry in the 
power of the Spirit by explaining and applying 
Isaiah 62:1-2. Our desire is that we would imitate 
our Savior in taking His Word seriously. And our 
expectation is that as we do, the Spirit of God, 
Who inspired the Word His servants preach, will 
give growth both in maturity and multiplication. 

Pastor Scotty Anderson 

scotty@woodruffroad.com 
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Pastor Robbins 
Dan Doriani is one of the finest contemporary 

Reformed scholars, preachers, and writers. I have 
been awaiting his newest book and it does not 
disappoint! Work: Its Purpose, Dignity, and 
Transformation is an outstanding read for 
Christians that are serious about glorifying God 
in their vocations. If you work (and God calls 
ALL people to be workers in His creation 
ordinance of labor), you need to read this 
thought-provoking book. You’ll not agree with 
everything (e.g., his Sabbath views are 
problematic), but Doriani always pushes the 
reader to think and implement. 

Sinclair Ferguson pens a marvelous overview 
of the last two millennia in his In the Year of Our 
Lord: Reflections on Twenty Centuries of Church 
History. Ferguson does this by spending a few 
pages on each century, showing the key persons 
and central ideas and hymns of the time period. 
Example: For the sixth century Ferguson 
spotlights Ninian and Columba, both of whom 
were tireless evangelists in Scotland. If you have 
no clue as to the spread of the Christian faith 
over the last 2,000 years, this is a great place to 
start. 

Okay, I’m an Okie, and I’m perpetually curious 
about the treatment of the Plains Indians.                   
So, I always have at least one book on my 
nightstand that fills out my education. Blood and 
Thunder: The Epic Story of Kit Carson and the 
Conquest of the American West by Hampton Sides 
is a marvelous (but verbose) overview of the 
Navajo (and Zuni, Hopi, and Apache) tribe that 
documents the 1840 -1870 timeframe and tells the 
story of The Long Walk, a forced removal of the 
Navajo from their homelands in Arizona, much 
like The Trail of Tears for the Cherokee. Lots of 
sadness and abuse. 

Pastor Dodds 
Broken Pieces and the God Who Mends Them: 

Schizophrenia through a Mother's Eyes, Simmonetta 
Carr. This is about a boy who ‘slips’ into 
schizophrenia. Apart from the issues that can be 
debated on the biblical assessment of the 
psychology of schizophrenia, the gut-wrenching 
saga of the mom’s desire to help him is quite 
moving. Much to consider here. 

Baptism: Answers to Common Questions, Guy 
Richard. Your arsenal for understanding the 
biblical, covenantal viewpoint on baptism needs 
to include this well written, concise, and 
theologically rich book.  

Pastor Anderson 
First, my youth recommendation (which 

wouldn’t hurt most adults) is John Perritt’s short 
book, Insecure: Fighting our Lesser Fears with a 
Greater One, where he very simply makes the case 
that the fear of God is our most powerful 
resource in fighting the fear of man and 
circumstances while growing up and as an adult. 
If you’ve met John, you’ll know him as a friend 
and as you read this book, you’ll feel like he is a 
friend. I highly recommend giving this to young 
people struggling in this area. It’s as accessible as 
a book can be. 

The Theology of Biblical Counseling by Heath 
Lambert offers a few slight variations in 
terminology but is overall unexceptional as a 
general systematic theology. That’s good. We’re 
opposed to radical ideas in systematics. But the 
reason for this book is its approach – it speaks to 
how systematic theology informs biblical 
counseling. In this respect it is very useful. 
Lambert does this by generously sprinkling the 
theological topic chapters with negative 
illustrations from less well-grounded Christian 
counselors and his own examples in how to 

What They’re Reading 
Reading recommendations from the pastoral staff 
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apply theological frameworks to counseling 
situations. It’s a great book to read and to keep 
on hand as a reference. 

A short personal pastoral item is Remaining 
Faithful in Ministry: 9 Essential Convictions for 
Every Pastor by John MacArthur. (I listened to the 
audiobook version.) It was as encouraging and 
exhortational as MacArthur always is. He distills 
what the Apostle Paul both says and reveals in 
Second Corinthians as a model for faithfulness in 
ministry and I intend to listen to him.  

Practical tip: 

Where do you get the finest books for the 

best price? At the WRPC Library, or on 

the web at www.heritagebooks.org  
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Alex Rogers 

Membership Vows 
June 9, 2019 

Caleb Scott 

Membership Vows 
June 9, 2019 

Rachel Vervaet 

Membership Vows 
June 9, 2019 

New Members & Baptized Covenant Children
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Marshall Hervey 

Membership Vows 
June 9, 2019 

Lucy Grace Jones 

Sacrament of Baptism 
May 26, 2019 

Daughter of Whitney & Brannan 

Jones; with siblings Jeffery & 

Everett 

New Members & Baptized Covenant Children 



1 2     T H E  V I S I O N A R Y  |  J U L Y - A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  

 

Let the Redeemed of the Lord… Say So! (Psalm 107:2) 
A personal testimony from Zack Groff 

“For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, these are sons of God.”  

Romans 8:14 

 
Growing up on the western outskirts of 

Philadelphia provided many opportunities for 
excitement. My brother and I would play games 
for hours in the alley behind our house. Though 
we spent a lot of time together as brothers, our 
family did not spend much time together as a 
family. One activity that we did together as a 
family was go to church, but even this 
disappeared once I reached middle school age. 

By the end of middle school, I was back in 
church to earn “merit” for myself through a 
youth organization into which my dad enrolled 
me. Within a year of attending Manoa 
Presbyterian Church in Havertown, 
Pennsylvania, I made a profession of faith, was 
baptized, and got involved in various aspects of 
the church’s ministry. 

It was not until college that I began to 
understand myself as a Reformed Christian. 
While taking a Philosophy course at Temple 
University, I learned about Reformed theology 
through authors who reject it. This led me to pick 
up books by Abraham Kuyper, J. Gresham 
Machen, John Calvin, and others to get a clearer 
view of what Reformed theology is. I found out 
that Reformed theology is simply biblical 
theology! 

While in college, I met Jocelyn and we got 
married. The Lord blessed us with Zoey shortly 
after we were married, and we moved into a 
house close to Crossroads Community Church 
(PCA), where we finally began to understand 
what being Presbyterian and confessionally 
Reformed means. It was at Crossroads that I 

heard about Greenville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. Zoey, Abby, and Judah were all 
baptized at Crossroads long before we moved to 
the Greenville area. The rest, as they say, is 
history. 



J U L Y - A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  |  T H E  V I S I O N A R Y      1 3  

 

Women in the Church (WIC) 
Betty Smith, WIC President 

Prayer Pals 
Thirty-eight young ladies in our church (from 

kindergarten through fifth grade) have been 
paired with a woman as prayer pals and they are 
forming special bonds of friendship and prayer. 
The reports of activities are exciting to hear as 
partners socialize together in and out of church. 
We have some very creative women who are 
baking, swimming, shopping, and dining out 
with their prayer pal.  

The more our women get involved with these 
girls the more our covenant children identify and 
become a solid part of the church. Keep up the 
good work! 

Fellowship Dinner 
WIC sponsored a fellowship dinner on July 11 

at Chuy’s Mexican Restaurant. We met at 6:30 pm 
for a delightful and relaxing time of fellowship 
and delicious food. Keep an eye out for the next 
fellowship dinner as we will surely have more! 

Bible Studies 
Bible studies are on break for the summer 

months and will resume in September. We hope 
you will consider joining one of our fall Bible 
studies as you will be blessed and amazed at the 
joy you will receive as you dig into God’s Word 
in a small group setting with your sisters in 
Christ. Detailed information will be posted at the 
end of summer.   

Starting on September 19, the morning study 
will be Nancy Guthrie’s Seeing Jesus in the Old 
Testament, The Wisdom of God – Seeing Jesus in the 
Psalms & Wisdom Book (Book 4). Monique 
Skellenger will provide an art/art history class 
for children ages six and above. Classes for 
younger children and nursery care will also be 
available.  

The evening study will be Nancy Guthrie’s 
study on Hebrews, Hoping for Something Better, 
and will meet at the home of Suzanne Patterson 
beginning September 12. 

Book Club 
The WIC book club will meet on August 1 to 

discuss A Chance to Die, The Life and Legacy of Amy 
Carmichael, a biography by Elisabeth Elliot. This 
book is a “compelling, unforgettable narrative 
that will provoke you to examine the depths of 
your own faith and encourage you to reaffirm 
your life and commitment to Christ.” We hope 
you will join us. 

Biblical Theology Workshop  
No matter how much you already know (or 

don’t know) about the Bible, if you are a woman 
who wants to know your Bible better, this 
workshop is for you! On February 21-22, 2020, 
Nancy Guthrie will be presenting a women’s 
workshop on Biblical Theology at First 
Presbyterian Church in Greenville. Biblical 
theology helps us to discover what God intends 
for us to grasp as we read his Word so that we 
are less likely to impose our agenda on it. Nancy 
says, “All of us who are seeking to understand 
God are theologians. And we can all become 
better theologians from wherever we are now. 
I’m gearing the material to reach the average 
woman in the church, seeking to make it clear 
and accessible for her, as well as stretching for 
those who are more adept with their Bibles. The 
sessions will be interactive, with hands-on small 
group work in the text, and I hope they will be a 
lot of fun too.”  

To register, go to www.nancyguthrie.com/
biblical-theology-workshop. The cost is currently 
$20 for Friday evening and all-day Saturday. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Many have already signed up so join us for a 
meaningful time in God’s Word. 

Looking Ahead 

 August 1 
Book Club 

 August 18 
WIC will supply pies and cakes for 
fellowship after the evening service 

 September 
Fellowship Dinner / Bible Studies 
begin 

 October 
Book Club 

 December 
Prayer Pal Party  

 February 2020 
Biblical Theology Workshop 

 
 

 

WRPC WIC Council  

 Betty Smith, President 

 Tonya Scott, Vice President 

 Sandy Robbins, Fellowship 

 Wendy Wilkinson 

 Pat Boettner 

 Shelly Perkins 

(Continued from page 13) 

“For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through 

wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through 

the foolishness of the message preached to save those 

who believe.” 

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 : 2 1  



J U L Y - A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  |  T H E  V I S I O N A R Y      1 5  

 

Pulpit Planner for July—August 2019 

AM Sermons 
 

July 7 Pastor Robbins continues the 
exposition of the Gospel of John 
by preaching John 1:14, “The 
Word Became Flesh.” 

July 14 John 1:15-18 is in view as Pastor 
Robbins preaches “Receiving His 
Fullness.” 

July 21 Pastor Robbins looks at the role 
of John the Baptist in the ministry 
of Jesus in John 1: 19-23, “The 
Voice Crying Out.” 

July 28 Pastor Dodds illuminates God’s 
Word from 2 Peter 1:16-21, “The 
True Word.” 

August 4 “The Lamb of God” is the focus 
of Pastor Robbins’ exposition of 
John 1:24-36. 

August 11 The Sacrament of Holy 
Communion will be served 
following Pastor Robbins’ 
sermon on “The Calling of the 
Disciples” from John 1:37-52. 

August 18 Our Lord’s first public miracle 
will be in view as Pastor Robbins 
preaches John 2:1-22, “Water into 
Wine.” 

August 25 Pastor Robbins expounds John 
2:12-22, “Zeal for the Lord’s 
House.”  

 

 

PM Sermons 
 

July 7 Pastor Robbins continues the 
Lectio Continua series on the 
Book of Daniel by preaching 
Daniel 5:1-12, “A Man with the 
Spirit of God.” 

July 14 The Sacrament of Communion 
will be served after Pastor 
Robbins expounds Daniel 5:13-
30, “The Handwriting on the 
Wall.”  

July 21 The centrality and normalcy of 
prayer will be on display as 
Pastor Robbins explains Daniel 
6:1-10, “The Wicked Plot While 
the Righteous Pray.” 

July 28 Justin Salinas preaches “The True 
Vine” from John 15:1-8. 

August 4 Pastor Robbins will delve deeply 
into “Daniel in the Lion’s Den” 
from Daniel 6:11-17. 

August 11 Pastor Robbins tells “The Rest of 
the Story” as we study Daniel 
6:18-28, “Daniel’s Deliverance.” 

August 18 The Book of Daniel shifts from a 
historical narrative to an 
apocalyptic and prophetic book 
in Daniel 7:1-12 as Pastor 
Robbins expounds “The Ancient 
of Days.” 

August 25 One of the clearest Old 
Testament pictures of Christ is 
on display as Pastor Robbins 
preaches “The Son of Man” from 
Daniel 7:13-22.  
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Administrative  

 Received report that church finances 
continue to be good as the Lord blesses 
the church 

 Elders approved TE Dodds spending 
several hours each week working on 
his book project 

Presbytery 

 Elected REs McConkey, Dickerson, and 
Jobe as commissioners to the summer 
meeting of Calvary Presbytery. All 
pastors will also attend. 

Membership 

 Reviewed church roll and membership 
commitments in accordance with 
regular membership oversight and 
applying the rules of church order 

 Received Caleb Scott, Alex Rogers, 
Rachel Vervaet, Hannah Northrop, and 
Marshall Hervey as communing 
members by profession of faith. Each 
candidate demonstrated an 
understanding of the Lord’s Supper. 

 Removed Christian Alexander from the 
roll based on non-attendance (BCO 
38.4) 

 Removed the Jason Sprinkle family 
from the roll following their transfer to 
Mitchell Road PCA 

 Removed Mr. Steve Richman from the 
roll based on his ordination as a 
teaching elder and membership in 
Susquehanna Valley Presbytery 

 Removed Rachel Richman from the roll 
following her transfer to Hillcrest PCA, 
Volant, PA 

 Removed Mr. Tony Rogers from the 
roll based on his ordination as a 
teaching elder with membership in 
Calvary Presbytery 

Shepherding 

 Removed censure of indefinite 
suspension from the sacraments from a 
member who confessed and showed 
repentance for his sins and bore fruit in 
keeping with repentance 

 Discussed the needs of the flock and 
our regular visitors 

 Prayed for the needs and situations 
addressed in the Shepherding Reports 

Minutes and Actions of the Session 
C.F. Marcinak, Clerk of Session 



J U L Y - A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  |  T H E  V I S I O N A R Y      1 7  

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Eddie Roberts, WRPC Treasurer 

The table below represents the first three months of WRPC’s fiscal year. We have had a favorable start 
to the year as we are well over budgeted income and well below budgeted expenses.  

 
If you have any questions about WRPC’s finances, please contact me. 
 

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 

Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the end of the earth.” 

A C T S  1 : 8  
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Ordination of Tony Rogers

Mr. Anthony Joseph Rogers “Tony” was ordained to the ministry of the PCA as 
a Teaching Elder on May 26, 2019. Mr. Rogers graduated from Greenville Presby-
terian Theological Seminary in 2018 and has been called by Calvary Presbytery to 
do prison ministry in the state of South Carolina. Mr. Rogers will be on staff with 
Metanoia Prison Ministries and will begin his call at Perry Correctional Institu-
tion, a maximum security correctional facility in Pelzer, SC.  

 
Pray for the Rogers Family as they transition into this call to preach and live 

out the Gospel in Pelzer and at the prison. 
 

 
“Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are 

mistreated, since you also are in the body.”   Hebrews 13:3   
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Ordination of Tony Rogers 



The Visionary is published bi-monthly by Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church (PCA). 

You can reach us at 2519 Woodruff Road, Simpsonville, SC 29681 

Phone: (864) 297-5257 | Email: office@woodruffroad.com 

and our website address is www.woodruffroad.com.  

The radio program The Presbyterian Pulpit airs at 9:00 AM every Sunday on 106.3 FM and 1330 or 950 AM. 

“For whatever things were written before 

were written for our learning, that we 

through the patience and comfort of the 

Scriptures might have hope.” 

R O M A N S  1 5 : 4  


