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Theology, most simply defined, is the study of 
God. And since EVERYONE has ideas about God 
(per Romans 1), the issue is whether you are 
going to be an orthodox theologian or a heretical 
theologian. 

The believer wants to have right 
understandings of God and to hold them in an 
intellectually coherent manner and so will have 
an interest in systematic theology. Systematic 
theology is the attempt to take everything the 
Bible says on a subject, study it and organize it, 
so that the believer can say “the Bible teaches ‘x’ 
about sin.” Some of the areas of study in the 
realm of systematic theology include: 

 Theology proper 
The study of God and His attributes 

 Anthropology 
The theological study of man 

 Hamartiology 
The study of sin 

 Soteriology 
The study of salvation 

 Pneumatology 
The study of the Holy Spirit 

 Eschatology 
The study of Last Things and End 
Times 

 Ecclesiology 
The study of the church 

The maturing believer will not rest easy 
knowing he is ignorant of any of these essential 
doctrines, so he will busily pursue orthodox 
understandings of them. 

A good confession of faith (like The 
Westminster Confession) carefully teaches a 
system of doctrine - a consistent, coherent 
system. So, if you want to get started shoring up 

your theology, go to www.sermonaudio.com and 
listen to our series on The Westminster 
Confession. These 231 sermons on the 33 central 
doctrines of the Bible will greatly assist you in 
grasping the theology of the Bible. Also, every 
Christian household should have a solid 
systematic theology text. I recommend Louis 
Berkhof’s Systematic Theology which has been the 
standard text in most reformed seminaries. 

Your pastors are always ready to discuss these 
matters with you since we have a deep delight in 
the study of theology and the application of it. 
Come talk to us about your progress in these 
matters. 

Everyone is a Theologian 
Pastor Carl Robbins 

“All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in 

righteousness .” 

2  T I M O T H Y  3 : 1 6  

Pastor Carl Robbins 

pastor@woodruffroad.com 
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One of the latest trends in our culture is that of 
retaining a personal therapist. In the past this 
was considered a sign of weakness or neediness, 
of a personal shortcoming that required outside 
expertise and wisdom. But today, in many circles 
it is a badge of honor. In fact, it is not uncommon 
now to hear people talking and referring to their 
therapist’s counsel on one matter or another – 
“well, my therapist says…” then blurting out his 
therapist’s theory on the subject.  

Jay Adams, arguably the father of biblical 
counseling, described a similar situation when he 
spoke to 500 people at the University of Vienna 
psychiatric lecture hall. The title of his address 
was “Change Them? – Into What?” He 
challenged these therapists with the reality that 
in the end, if there is no objective standard, each 
individual therapist “determines the 
standard.” (A Theology of Christian Counseling, 
p.102ff) 

What constitutes that standard? It is a 
worldview that the therapist brings to address 
the needs of the client. What does a worldview 
include? It includes presuppositions about the 
nature of the world – it’s origin, structure, nature, 
and future. Worldviews define what it is to be 
human – our purpose, our destiny, our 
composition (physical, mental, both?). 
Worldviews commit (overtly or not) to beliefs 
about God’s existence (or not) and His attributes. 
Worldviews prescribe how to live; what is good, 
bad, right, and wrong; and what our highest 
good should be. Worldviews assign purposes 
and establish what constitutes beauty.  

Now if you haven’t noticed it, the Bible 
addresses every one of these issues; thus, the 
Bible is rightfully considered a worldview. In 
fact, if you take seminary classes you will be 
introduced to systematic theology where you will 
see a clear correspondence between the topics of 

a worldview and theological categories. In 
systematics we learn about God (theology 
proper), man (anthropology, hamartiology), 
man’s salvation (Christology and soteriology), 
community (ecclesiology), and the future of the 
world (eschatology). As a worldview, the Bible 
establishes the categories of reality and God’s 
prescriptions on how to navigate them.  

In this way then, the Bible (theology) has 
everything to do with counseling. The Bible 
explains what humans are – it gives us an 
identity and a purpose. The Bible describes our 
fallenness and need for salvation and 
sanctification. The Bible teaches us what the 
future will be and how we should prepare for it. 
The Bible instructs us in how we are to live in 
relationship with one another. The Bible also 
gives great encouragement and comfort in times 
of affliction and suffering.  

In short, you cannot counsel if you do not have 
a standard. And if the standard is merely the 
opinion of one person it is really not a standard 
at all but a collection of preferences. What is 
needed is an objective standard that can come 
only from an all-knowing God who 
communicates to us what we need to know about 
reality, ourselves, and Himself. This is what 
theology is and this is why we need theology if 
we are going to effectively counsel others.  

How Theology Serves Counseling 
Pastor Dan Dodds 

Pastor Dan Dodds 

dan@woodruffroad.com 
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Men’s Ministry 2019 
 
ONGOING 
Men at the Gates: We will be finishing our 54th book in May. The next book and times 
for meeting will be announced soon.  
 
Prayer: A number of men continue to meet each Friday at 6:30 AM in the church office 
for prayer and mutual encouragement.  
 
SERVICE 
Ridge Haven: The men of WRPC went to Ridge Haven for another project, this time to 
build a 30-foot bridge over a waterfall (see the photos on pages 20-23). Following is a 
brief history of our projects at Ridge Haven: 

2013 - Built a cabin 
2014 - Replaced drop ceiling with wood ceiling in Shepherd's Hall 
2015 - Built a second cabin 
2016 - Installed wood floor in second cabin; tiling, wall boards  
2017 (Spring) - Installed bat protectors in cabin roofs; Shepherd's Hall repairs to wall, soffits  
2017 (Fall) - Removed wall and built stage in Shepherd's Hall; major inside repairs 
2018 (Spring) - Built obstacle course 
2018 (Fall) - Repaired roof and staircases 
2019 (Spring) - Built a bridge over waterfall  

 
FELLOWSHIP 
Camping: The men are hosting a family campout on October 11-12 at Lake Hartwell. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God.” 

J O H N  1 : 1  
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In March of 1993, I was with a group of Air Force 
cadets venturing our Spring Break on seeking the 
kingdom of God together at a campground in 
Western Colorado. Our goal was to make facilities 
improvements by day and to study theology by 
night with our Nav Rep and mentor, Jimmy Covey. 
Jimmy was just finishing a doctorate at Reformed 
Theological Seminary and was thoughtfully 
introducing us to the reformed faith. We were 
loving what we were learning. The doctrine of 
divine predestination and the solas were radical 
but clearly biblical, refreshing, and sure for people 
who wanted to go deeper. During the week I 
discovered the Faith I was learning. 

The Sunday at the beginning of our trip we 
attended a traditional church (I can’t remember 
what denomination). While the teaching was 
mediocre, the thing that most struck me was the 
absence of an altar call at the end of the service. 
“How was anyone supposed to get converted,” I 
thought; and then, showing my contempt for those 
obvious liberals, I asked Jimmy, “Why don’t 
churches have altar calls anymore?” He laughed, 
“They should all go away. They’re not biblical.” I 
was stunned but, having become a voracious Bible 
reader, I didn’t have to think especially long or 
hard to realize he was right. The Bible said nothing 
remotely encouraging what I had thought to be a 
sacrament.  

A little later in the trip a few of us were receiving 
hospitality from an older couple, a former biker 
and his wife. The man had the rough edges, 
overgrown beard, tattoos, and semi-salty language 
of his past, but he and his wife were clearly very 
simple and sweet saints in the present. As I took in 
the surroundings, I spotted a copy of J.I. Packer’s 
Knowing God, one of the few books of any 
theological substance I had recently learned about 
and so I asked him about it. He responded warmly, 
“Everybody needs a little theology.” 

Those two ideas stuck with me: Everyone needs 
theology; and worship that is biblical is not 
necessarily the same as your tradition or what 
makes you comfortable. Over the years I’ve come 
to realize that it’s shockingly rare for Christians to 
give much consideration to either theology or 
worship and still more rare that people consider 
those topics together. But theology in its essence is 
your answer to the two questions: “Who is God?” 
and “How do I relate to Him?” And those are 
worship questions, the answers to which won’t fit 
on a bumper sticker. Biblically answering them 
means acknowledging profound, precise, and 
deeply important truths that shape worship. 
Consider for a few minutes how facing those 
questions transforms your expectations for what 
happens in worship. 

Who is the God you worship? If you believe 
your God is triune as taught by the Scriptures (Matt 
28:19; 1 Cor 12:4-6; Gal 4:6), would you not then 
worship God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
acknowledging God with Trinitarian confessions, 
praising God by Trinitarian songs, and addressing 
God in Trinitarian prayers? If He is an awesome 
God (Heb 12:18-29), infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth, wouldn’t you 
plan to come before Him with godly fear and 
expecting to encounter a God of wonder and 
might? And understanding His greatness, wouldn’t 
you then give Him reverence in speech and music 
and the rituals of your worship such that the trivial 
would be minimized and the transcendent 
magnified, where you would decrease and He 
would increase (John 3:30)? 

What is your legal standing before God? If you 
understand the truth about yourself, that you come 
as a fallen child of Adam (1 Cor 15:22) by yourself 
unworthy of the presence of God, naturally under 
God’s wrath (Rom 3:9), wouldn’t you come looking 

How Theology Serves Worship 
Pastor Scotty Anderson 
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for acceptance outside yourself? And knowing that 
God is a covenant making and keeping God (Jer 31) 
whose word is sure and whose promises cannot be 
broken (Luke 1:67-79; Heb 9;15), would you not 
come trusting in God’s provision? And knowing 
that in Christ alone you are redeemed, accepted in 
the Beloved, and welcomed into the Father’s 
presence (Heb 4:16) as an adopted son of the Father 
(Gal 4:4-7), would you not come into worship 
relying on Jesus to be your only Mediator (Eph 1:3-
6)? And would you not then come prepared to 
celebrate His work and love for you much more 
than your work and love for Him (Rom 4:4-5)?  

What is your personal relationship with God? If 
being aware of yourself as a yet unglorified, still 
being sanctified child in need of discipline (Heb 
12), groaning for complete redemption (Rom 8), 
would you not then come with humility, ready to 
make an open and earnest public confession of 
your sinfulness and looking for the continued 
mercy and grace of God to forgive you and cleanse 
you (1 John 1:8-10)? Would you not then also 
humble yourself before God and listen as the Great 
King speaks to you, His subject, out of His own 
infallible written Word (John 10:27; Heb 3:15)? And 
wouldn’t you come expecting to be encouraged 
with the Gospel, warned against continuing in sin, 
and exhorted in how to apply the Word more fully 
(2 Pet 1:2-11)?  

What assurance do you have of your standing 
before God? And if in awareness of your continued 
sinfulness, the attacks of Satan (1 Pet 5:8) and your 
own accusing heart, and the danger in approaching 
a holy God (2 Cor 7:1), would you not then want 
indications from God that you are truly welcome 
and included among the saints (Col 2:2)? Would 
you not then expect to find signs telling you that 
you are accepted? And would you not be greatly 
comforted by having an outward symbol to which 
you passively submit that says you have been 
washed in the name of the triune God as a sign of 
the cleansing offered from above with the 
anointing of His Holy Spirit (Ezek 36:25; Heb 10:22; 
1 Pet 3:21)? And would you not also expect that 
knowing your own forgetfulness you would 

receive continual reminders of your identity and 
interest in Christ such as you would find in the 
covenantal renewal in the Lord’s Supper repeating 
again and again the truth of the substitutionary life 
and death of Christ and of His fellowship with 
those who depend on Him?  

What is your corporate standing before God? 
Finally, as you consider what you know of God and 
your relationship to Him, wouldn’t you ask, “Am I 
alone in this?” And knowing that God saves 
households (Gen 17:7; Acts 16:15,31), would you 
not expect to find yourself among families and 
children? And knowing that the gates of hell won’t 
prevail against His kingdom (Matt 16:18) and that 
many nations will be sprinkled (Isa 52:15; Matt 
28:19-20), would you not also expect to find 
yourself among a multitude and with those of 
different ethnicities? And knowing that in His 
Word God repeatedly calls you to love, unity, and 
peace (1 Cor 12; 2 Cor 13:11; Eph 4:1-6), would you 
not expect to find yourself surrounded by those 
who are unlike you, sometimes difficult, and yet 
sharing a like faith? And wouldn’t you expect as 
well that the rituals of your worship would lead 
you toward greater unity, corporately singing 
rather than spectating, sharing a communal meal, 
jointly following one leader, and giving a corporate 
“Amen!” (Acts 2:42-47; Eph 5:15-21; Col 3:12-17)?  

Theology leads to worship. Worship depends on 
theology. Each demands the other. If they don’t, 
something has gone terribly wrong. 

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, 

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained 
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all 
longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to 
believe on Him for everlasting life. Now to the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be 
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”  
(1 Tim 1:15-17) 

Pastor Scotty Anderson 

scotty@woodruffroad.com 
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Pastor Robbins 
Presbyterians have always placed a high 

premium on preachers and preaching. This is 
because we are a Word-based people. We live 
and die by the communication of the Scriptures. 
Recently, I have been delving deep into the 
historic roots of strong Presbyterian preaching 
and looking at where we have gone wrong in 
today’s church (which is so often characterized 
by weak or confusing preaching). 

The Art of Prophesying, William Perkins - This 
manual for preachers, first published in 1592, was 
the first systematic Protestant textbook on the 
subject of homiletics (the science and art of 
preaching). It has been republished by Banner of 
Truth and is worth your reading. Perkins elevates 
preaching for two reasons. First, “it is 
instrumental in gathering all the elect”; and 
second, “biblical preaching drives away the 
wolves from the flock.” Perkins taught a simple, 
yet intense, method for preachers: Interpret the 
text carefully, show the doctrines contained in 
that text, and apply the text to the hearers. 
Perkins insisted that the preacher do this all in 
“the plain style” using a rhetoric that was 
understandable to his entire congregation. I have 
benefited greatly from Perkins’ analysis of 
application, how to apply the text to all the 
different hearers and the four categories of 
application that are found in 2 Timothy 3:16. 

God’s Ambassadors: The Westminster Assembly 
and the Reformation of the English Pulpit, 1643-1653, 
Chad Van Dixhoorn - This brilliant historical 
tome demonstrates how the Westminster 
Assembly deeply committed themselves to 
strengthening the pulpits of England, spending 
more hours examining prospective ministers and 
their preaching than in drafting creedal 
documents. As Van Dixhoorn documents, this 
was because there was a lack of preaching, 

especially good preaching, in part due to Queen 
Elizabeth I seeking to limit the number of 
Protestant preachers to a handful of men. Van 
Dixhoorn goes into great detail concerning how 
potential ministers were tried and examined. 
This model continues today with Presbyterians 
insisting that their ministers be theologically 
trained and then carefully examined in Bible, 
theology, Greek, Hebrew, Church history, the 
Sacraments, and (especially) their ability to 
preach.  

Pastor Dodds 
Christian Theistic Evidences, Van Til and 

Oliphant. If you like Van Til and philosophy 
(which I do) you will like this book (which I did). 
Otherwise you may want to skip it. 

Galileo’s Daughter, Dava Sobel. This is full of 
actual letters from Galileo’s daughter to him; his 
to her were never found. It was good for 
understanding context of the classic debate 
between Galileo and the church. (This is from the 
same author as Longitude which is a great read.) 

The 10 Commandments, Kevin DeYoung. This is 
a good summary book of the Ten 
Commandments. Candidly, I was curious to see 
how DeYoung would deal with the second and 
fourth commandments in light of current church 
practices; I was not disappointed. 

Reckless Grace: The gift. The mystery. The 
embrace., Vanderbush and Eaton. I read this for a 
friend who asked for a review. It’s a good 
example of how to interpret a passage contrary to 
all other historical commentaries for the purpose 
of promulgating a particular viewpoint. 

Scotland. To celebrate our 20th anniversary, 
Christy and I are going to Scotland (dv). I 
thought it would be good to read up on our 
homeland.  

What They’re Reading 
Reading recommendations from the pastoral staff 
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Pastor Anderson 
12 Ways Your Phone Is Changing You, Tony 

Reinke. Reinke is the communications director 
for Desiring God and a well-grounded 
theological thinker. His 12 Ways is a compelling 
and convincing read from someone who has his 
own major investment in tech. This is almost to 
the level of required reading. What I most 
appreciate is that this is chiefly a perspective 
giving book: light on rules and serious about the 
Gospel and the kingdom of God. I can’t 
recommend it enough. 

The Tech-Wise Family: Everyday Steps for Putting 
Technology in Its Proper Place, Andy Crouch. 
Crouch is not all the way “inside the camp” 
theologically, and he admittedly does not take all 
of his own advice, but I would highly 
recommend this for any family thinking through 
how to manage technology in the home. He 
presses into areas that you may not have thought 
about and probably need to. It’s a good way to 
get a perspective from someone who has thought 
hard about what’s happening with tech and what 
it’s doing to our children and our relationships 
with them. 

Love Thy Body, Nancy Pearcy. Pastor Dodds has 
already profiled this one. Great stuff, terrible, 
painful, and true. 

84, Charing Cross Road, Helene Hanff. This not a 
pastoral recommendation other than a reminder 
that it’s good to read books about people from 
other times and places. They can remind you of a 
lot of useful things, things such as the following 
personal facts: I’m nearly illiterate, my life is way 
too easy, and just because wars end doesn’t mean 
everything is immediately fixed.  

Practical tip: 

Where do you get the finest books for the 

best price? At the WRPC Library, or on 

the web at www.heritagebooks.org  
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New Members

Gus & Linda Ceballos 

Membership Vows 
3/31/2019 
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New Members 

Wes & Cheryl Popoloski 

Membership Vows 
3/31/2019 
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Let the Redeemed of the Lord… Say So! (Psalm 107:2) 
A personal testimony from Bryant Bagwell 

When I look back on my Christian walk with 
our Lord, a couple of things come to mind: (1) It 
has been a rocky road and I am truly an undone 
sinner with unclean lips; and (2) God’s grace and 
mercy abounds through the ordinary means of 
grace – His Word and prayer.  

Let me start by saying how thankful I am to 
have been born to believing parents and 
grandparents. This early childhood Christian 
foundation I credit for keeping me from full 
apostasy in my rebellious years. Being raised in a 
God fearing and church attending family, I made 
a profession of faith around 12 years old. But by 
my mid-twenties I had developed some very bad 
habits that I was not even aware of at the time: I 
thought I did no wrong and that Christian 
families like ours did not go to hell. These 
destructive behaviors led to some very poor 
choices that caused me much pain. Isn’t it 
amazing how good the evil one is at deception?  

In my thirties I had a dear friend and co-
worker invite me to Woodruff Road. To be 
completely honest, I was more interested in her 
than in getting right with the Lord. (And yes, you 
probably figured out that my dear friend was 
Leith and we have been happily married for 14 
years.) When I first heard Carl preach it was like 
he was only speaking to me and was holding a 
mirror up showing me all my sins. Thankfully, 
with Leith’s encouragement and the Holy Spirit, I 
started to grow in my faith and for the first time 
took steps to grow in my sanctification.  

I am so thankful for many things: (1) My Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ who never gave up on 
His rebellious, sinful son; (2) My wife because 
she is everything that I am not and for the 
encouragement that she provides; and (3) My 
church family – we are so blessed to have 
excellent pastors that preach the Word of God 
and strong elders and deacons that faithfully 
serve our church.       

Preparing for the  

Worship of God 

You must have a fertile heart Sunday morning. 

Sunday morning is the time when you should 

especially be with the Lord in a quiet time 

before coming to church.  

Spend time alone with the Lord Sunday 

morning before coming to church (Psalm 5:3). 
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“Blessed is the man 

Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

Nor stands in the path of sinners, 

Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

And in His law he meditates day and night. 

He shall be like a tree 

Planted by the rivers of water, 

That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also shall not wither; 

And whatever he does shall prosper.” 

P S A L M  1 : 1 - 3  

Upcoming Youth Activities 

 
June 10-14 

Vacation Bible School at WRPC  

 

July 8-13 

Senior High RYM - Panama City Beach, FL (Week #2) 

 

July 22-26 

Junior High Conference - Ridge Haven, NC 
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Prayer Pals 
On February 23, WIC held a Prayer Pal party 

for girls in kindergarten through fifth grade to 
meet their adult ‘pal.’ It was an exciting Saturday 
morning where 38 sweet young ladies sang, 
played games, had crafts, took pictures in a photo 
booth, and spent time with their prayer partner.  

The partnerships will continue throughout the 
year as the prayer pals form special bonds of 
friendship and prayer. It is thrilling to see our 
women so involved and interested in the 
covenant children of our congregation. 

Fellowship Dinner 
WIC sponsored a fellowship dinner on March 5 

at P.F. Chang’s. It was a delightful time of 
fellowship and delicious food in a relaxed setting. 
We will meet again in July. You don’t want to 
miss it. 

Bible Studies 
Our Bible Studies are on break for the summer 

months and will resume in the fall. We hope you 
will consider joining one of our fall Bible Studies. 
Information will be posted at the end of summer.   

Both spring studies met on Thursdays using 
Nancy Guthrie’s series, Seeing Jesus in the Old 
Testament. The morning study, The Son of David – 
Seeing Jesus in the Historical Books (Book 3), was 
led by Betty Smith. Monique Skellenger taught 
art/art history for children ages six and above. 
The final session included brunch and an art 
show displaying the beautiful work done by the 
children. Childcare was also available for 
children under six. The evening study, The Word 
of the Lord – Seeing Jesus in the Prophets (Book 5), 
covering Habakkuk, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, 
and Malachi, was led by Suzanne Patterson.  

Nancy Guthrie comments on attending a Bible 
study that required rigorous accountability and 
work where she heard God’s voice, came under 

conviction, and took steps of obedience. She says, 
“I knew he was at work in me – teaching me, 
changing me, using me. He is still at work in me, 
making me into a person in whom He delights to 
dwell by His Spirit.” This is what WIC desires of 
our Bible studies: that studying God’s Word will 
enable us to become the godly women He wants 
us to be.  

Women’s Conference 
On Saturday, March 30, many of our women 

attended our annual Women’s Conference at the 
Poinsett Club in downtown Greenville. Megan 
Hill spoke on ‘Praying Together.’ We were 
pleasantly surprised by her down to earth, 
practical message. Her three sessions not only 
encouraged us to pray, but, more specifically, to 
pray corporately, to pray with someone, to pray 
spontaneously, and to be devoted to prayer. We 
each selected another woman at our table to pray 
for in the coming year.  

One person commented that she had never 
been to a retreat that was more encouraging, 
edifying, convicting, and transformational. We 
were blessed and inspired as Megan shared from 
her heart in such a loving, joyful manner. If you 
were not able to attend or desire more 
encouragement, I recommend purchasing her 
book, Praying Together: The Priority and Privilege of 
Prayer In Our Homes, Communities, and Churches. 

A special thanks to the WIC Conference 
committee led by Brenda McConkey and for our 
music led by Megan Conner, Danielle Roberts, 
and Isabella Skellenger.  

Dates to Remember 
July 11 (Thursday) - Women’s Fellowship 

Dinner at Chuy’s 

Women in the Church (WIC) 
Betty Smith, WIC President 
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Pulpit Planner for May-June 2019 

AM Sermons 

May 5 
Pastor Robbins begins a new and lengthy series on The Gospel of John by expounding John 1:1-2, “In the 
Beginning Was the Word”. 

May 12 John 1:3 will be in view as Pastor Robbins preaches “Christ the Creator”. 

May 19 Pastor Dodds will focus on “Fruitfulness” from 2 Peter 1. 

May 26 Pastor Robbins continues with John 1:4-5, “Light and Life”. 

June 2 Pastor Anderson will be preaching on “Unrest in Ministry” from 2 Corinthians 2:12-13. 

June 9 
“The Introduction of John the Baptist” is the focus of Pastor Robbins’ exposition of John 1:6-9. The 
Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served. 

June 16 Pastor Robbins expounds John 1:10-11, “The Creation NOT Embracing the Creator”. 

June 23 2 Peter 1:10-11 is the text for Pastor Dodds’ sermon on “Perseverance”. 

June 30 
Pastor Robbins proclaims John 1:12-13, “Who May Become A Child of God?”. After the AM Worship Service 
and Sunday School we will celebrate a 5th Sunday Lunch together. 

PM Sermons 

May 5 
Pastor Robbins continues with his exposition of The Book of Daniel by focusing on Daniel 3:26-30, “No 
Other God Can Deliver”. 

May 12 
“Nebuchadnezzar’s Night Visions” will be the focus of Pastor Robbins’ sermon on Daniel 4:1-18. The 
Sacrament of Holy Communion will be served. 

May 19 Pastor Anderson will speak on “Forgiving the Repenter” from 2 Corinthians 2:5-11. 

May 26 
We will host the Ordination service for Tony Rogers, and Pastor Robbins will preach “Jesus Commends 
Prison Ministry” from Matthew 25:31-46. 

June 2 
“The Great Digression: Triumph in Christ” will be the subject of Pastor Anderson’s sermon from 2 
Corinthians 2:14-17 

June 9 “Daniel’s Sermon to a Pagan King” will be the topic of Pastor Robbins’ exposition of Daniel 4:19-27. 

June 16 Pastor Robbins proclaims Daniel 4:28-33, “The Madness of Pride”. 

June 23 Pastor Dodds preaches 2 Peter 1:12-15, “Mutual Encouragement”. 

June 30 
Daniel 4:34-37 is in view as Pastor Robbins preaches “Nebuchadnezzar’s Doctrine of the Sovereignty of 
God”. 
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Administrative 

 Received regular reports from the 
Treasurer on church finances 

 Approved 2019-2020  fiscal year budget 
(presented by Diaconate), with 
budgeted general fund expenditures of 
$1,399,738 

 Approved the internship of Mr. Mark 
Kuo 

 Discussed Long Range Plan in 
preparation for site plan for use of 
expanded real estate 

Presbytery and General Assembly 

 Elected REs Mayfield and Marcinak as 
commissioners to the spring meeting of 
Calvary Presbytery; all pastors will also 
attend 

 Designated REs Johnson, Marcinak, 
and Scott as commissioners to General 
Assembly (June 2019 Dallas, TX); TEs 
Robbins, Dodds, Anderson, and Kona 
will also attend  

Membership 

 Received Mr. and Mrs. Gus Ceballos as 
communing members by reaffirmation 
of faith  

 Received Mr. Marshall Hervey as a 
communing member by profession of 
faith  

 Received Dr. and Mrs. Brannan Jones as 
communing members by transfer from 
Pear Orchard PCA, Ridgeland, MS  

 Received Mr. and Mrs. Wes Popoloski 
as communing members by profession 
of faith 

 Removed Mrs. Sophie Taylor from the 

roll following her membership at Christ 
Church, Moscow, Idaho 

 Removed the Billy Witbeck family from 
the roll following transfer to Grace 
Reformed Baptist Church, Fountain Inn 

Missions 

 Approved adding Philip Sealy as a 
supported missionary of WRPC for 
church plant of Grace Presbytery in 
Ocean City, MS  

 Approved funds for various mission 
needs of Westminster Biblical World 
Missions (Dr. Robert Rapp), Fellowship 
PCA (Newport, TN), and Peru Missions 
(Alonzo Ramirez)  

Shepherding 

 Continued to discuss and pray for the 
needs of the flock  

Minutes and Actions of the Session 
C.F. Marcinak, Clerk of Session 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Eddie Roberts, WRPC Treasurer 

This report reflects the end of WRPC’s fiscal year (April through March). We had a very good fiscal 
year, receiving $166,293 over budgeted income. We expended more than our revenues only due to 
spending authorized by the Session in March to pay down debt. All of the overage came out of our cash 
balance. 

As of the end of March 2019, we have $815,220 in cash funds. This consists of $321K operating reserve, 
$200K for the land purchase, $64K for the deacon's fund, $50K for the facility reinvestment fund, and 
the remainder for various missions and contingency funds. 

Our financial report through March 2019 (fiscal year end) is shown below. 

 
In the March joint meeting of the Session and Diaconate, the Session approved the 2019-2020 budget 

with forecasted revenues of $1,400,000 and expenses of $1,399,738.  
 
Noted additions to the budget are: 

 Pastors’ and Administrator’s cost of living increases 

 Additional funds for pastoral conferences and mission trips 

 Additional funds to service the new mortgage payment 

 Increased missions spending by $18,000 

If you have any questions about WRPC’s finances, please contact me.   
 
Eddie Roberts 
WRPC Treasurer 
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The Graduating Class of 2019 
Please take a moment to congratulate our Graduates: 

 

• Anna Dodds 

• Robert Clark 

• Carson Blough 

• Grace Vervaet 

VBS – June 10-14 

Rising 1st-6th graders 

The youth will have an op-
portunity to serve our 
church and the children of 
our community during our 
week long VBS. “Hidden 
Hero” is the theme this year 
and will be taught to ages K-
5 through 6th grade.  

Our youth play a huge role 
in the week long production. 
They will serve in areas such 
as publicity, teacher assis-
tants, drama, crafts, recrea-
tion, and crowd control. 
They have been a great help 
in years past, and we look 
forward to their participa-
tion this summer. 

RYM – July 8-13 

Senior High Conference 
This is our Senior High’s top 

annual event. We’ll be im-

mersed in great preaching 

and teaching, worship, and 

friendly but intense competi-

tion. 

Laguna Beach Christian Re-
treat Center hosts RYM’s 
summer conferences every 
year. The theme of this 
year’s conference is “Peace 
With God”. Reverend Russ 
Whitfield, Pastor of Grace 
Mosaic in Washington, DC, 
and Director of Cross-
cultural advancement for 
RUF will be speaking to us. 

Middle School Conference  
Middle School campers 
(rising 6th - rising 9th grad-
ers) will enjoy solid biblical 
teaching and meaningful 
times of worship and disci-
pleship. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for campers to 
grow in their faith. 

Campers are also able to de-
velop relationships and team 
skills while enjoying lots of 
fun and adventure. All of 
this will be experienced un-
der the care of Pastor Scotty 

Anderson and his team of 
well-trained staff. Prepare 
for an unforgettable summer 
experience! 

 2019 SUMMER YOUTH EVENTS 
Now is the time to start planning for our Summer Youth Events. These events can be the 
most spiritually profitable we participate in all year. Not only are we immersed in solid 
biblical teaching, but we generally experience our most intense bonding as we serve 
alongside one another and immerse ourselves in great teaching. Long bus rides, bunking 
in cabins, team sports are great ways to strengthen the unity of our team. 
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Steve, Rachel & Martha Mae Richman  

Farewell on  March 17, 2019 

The Richmans are now happily serving at Hillcrest 

PCA in Volant, Pennsylvania. This is just a few miles 

from where Rachel attended school at Grove City  

College, so this is familiar turf for the Richman family. 
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Ridge Haven Work Trip - May 2019 

Original Bridge 

Demolition Begins 

Demolition Continues 
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Ridge Haven Work Trip - May 2019 

And a Little More 

Demolition 

Forming the New Foundation 

Concrete Has Been Poured  
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Ridge Haven Work Trip - May 2019 

New Beams Going In 

Walk-Boards Being 

Installed 
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Ridge Haven Work Trip - May 2019 

Nothing Like Standing in Water While 

Using Power Tools! 

Finished Project 



The Visionary is published bi-monthly by Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church (PCA). 

You can reach us at 2519 Woodruff Road, Simpsonville, SC 29681 

Phone: (864) 297-5257 | Email: office@woodruffroad.com 

and our website address is www.woodruffroad.com.  

The radio program The Presbyterian Pulpit airs at 9:00 AM every Sunday on 106.3 FM and 1330 or 950 AM. 

“For whatever things were written before 

were written for our learning, that we 

through the patience and comfort of the 

Scriptures might have hope.” 

R O M A N S  1 5 : 4  


