
S E P T E M B E R - O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8  V O L U M E  3 5  |  I S S U E  5  

Our Prayer Meetings at WRPC  ······················  2 

How to Mature in Your Prayer Life  ················  4 

Teaching Youth & Children to Pray  ···············  6 

What They’re Reading  ···································  8 

Let the Redeemed of the Lord, Say So!  ········10 

Women in the Church (WIC)  ······················  12 

Pulpit Planner  ·············································  13 

Minutes & Actions of the Session  ···············  14 

Treasurer’s Report  ······································  15 

Visionary the 

T H E  P R A Y E R  M E E T I N G  



2     T H E  V I S I O N A R Y  |  S E P T E M B E R - O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8  

 

We say it frequently from the pulpit: our prayer 
meetings are the “engine of the Church.”  
We think the Bible is clear on the necessity of 
prayer meetings: Acts 1:14, Acts 2:42, Acts 4:24, 
Acts 12:5,12. So, why are they so weak, poorly 
attended, or even non-existent in many churches? 
Consider the following: 

 The Pastor doesn’t believe Jesus, when 
He says “Apart from me you can do 
nothing” 

 The prayer meetings are all about Aunt 
Bessie’s sore toe 

 The praying is neither fervent nor 
biblical 

 Prayer and the prayer meeting are 
viewed as something the senior citizens 
do 

When we began the work of reforming the prayer 
meeting at WRPC, there were comments like, 
“We don’t need a prayer meeting, we need a 
Bible study” and “You could just preach on 
Wednesday nights.” We had to make the 
argument that WRPC didn’t need another Bible 
study or weekly sermon. We had Sunday 
morning worship (preaching), Sunday evening 
worship (preaching), and Sunday School 
(teaching the Word), but we were starving when 
it came to prayer. It’s hard to assert that your 
church is a "House of Prayer" if you don't have 
gatherings for prayer! 
So, we intentionally do not turn our prayer 
meetings into Bible studies or occasions for 
preaching with a prayer tacked on. We do a 
brief “focused” homily or study (usually about 
10-13 minutes) with the intention of it always 
being a segue into corporate prayer. Topics have 
included praying the Lord’s Prayer, looking at 
the prayers in the Psalms, how to engage in 

Adoration, praying for our marriages, and 
praying for the unconverted. 
After the homily, it’s time for prayer. At first, 
we’d all stay in our seats, I would say “Let us 
pray,” and the same six or seven people would 
stand and pray the same prayers every week. 
After a few weeks of this, I started approaching 
people and asking, "Why don't you pray in the 
prayer meeting?” Almost all of the women said 
they wouldn’t pray when there were men there. 
It became obvious we needed to change things if 
we were to meet the goal of the prayer meeting 
and have the maximum number of people 
praying. So, we told people to divide up into 
groups of no more than five people by gender.  
There's now a low hum in the room across small 
circles, clusters of men praying with men and 
women praying with women. Many is the night 
that every person in the room actually prays 
because they’re praying in these small, non-
intimidating groups. We don’t normally take 
requests because they swallow up prayer; we 
also ask people to not dominate their circle but 
to pray one brief prayer on one subject and to 
pray again later on behalf of another matter if 
there is time. No “Dan to Beersheba” prayers. 
The goal is to lead others, not weary them.  
Some of the benefits of the Prayer Meeting 
include: 

 Conformity to the biblical pattern 

 Deepened corporate piety; the church 
increases their commitment to the ordinary 
means of grace (per Acts 6:4) 

 Increased congregational unity, love, and 
care as we fulfill the mandates to “pray for 
one another” (James 5:16) and “bear one 
another’s burdens” (Gal 6:2). 

 Power for missions, evangelism, and 

Our Prayer Meetings at WRPC 
Pastor Carl Robbins 
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cultural and individual change; the prayer 
meeting should be seen as the engine and 
power for change and growth. 

 Deep relationships - I am not a small group 
guy (i.e. forced intimacy) but the bonds I've 
forged with men that I've prayed with now, 
for years, is marvelous. 

 Immature Christians see/hear models of 
maturity and they grow up. I think of men I 
began praying with a decade ago whose 
prayers were childish, even trivial (travel 
mercies, etc.) where now they are mature 
and biblical in their intercession. 

 Generational - The parents who are learning 
to pray well and biblically are passing this 
on to their children. 

 Answered prayer - We have prayed for the 
conversion of a spouse, the return of a 
prodigal, provision of work, the restoration 
of a marriage, and many more specific 
requests. We have had the joy of seeing 
God work! 

 Leadership identification - Over time you 
begin to spot and analyze men who have 
the gifts and calling for the eldership. 
These are the men who "give themselves to 
prayer and the Word." 

Pastor Carl Robbins 

pastor@woodruffroad.com 
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In the last year and a half, we experienced the 
joy (?) of watching our oldest get behind the 
wheel of a car. Up to that point, she had little 
driving experience except for the John Deere 
Gator on her grandfather’s farm. But she became 
of legal age and ready to commandeer a two-ton 
hunk of metal down the road at scary speeds 
(any speed is scary at that age – at least for the 
parents!). How do most parents prepare their 
kids for driving? They use a combination of 
theory and practice. The theory component 
includes information about cars and laws, about 
stopping distances and right of ways. All of these 
are important to learning how to drive; but if all 
she did was sit and read books, she would never 
get out of the driveway. So, another stage in the 
process was finding a driving instructor to 
accompany her in the car and ‘walk’ her through 
the whole process of putting on a seat belt, 
starting the car, taking her foot off the brake and 
(gasp) pressing the accelerator. Of course, the 
more she did this, the better she got. And today 
she is doing very well ‘maturing’ as a driver.  

This process is not hard to grasp. We could put 
any number of other skills in place of driving 
where the same combination of theory and 
practice are necessary to maturing in that skill. 
So, when it comes to prayer, we should not be 
surprised to find these same two ingredients 
necessary for growth. Let’s look at both.  

Theory 
Several weeks ago, during Wednesday night 

prayer meeting, we began a study of Job’s 
prayers. One thing we learned from his first 
prayer is that bad theology leads to bad prayer. If 
we are going to mature in our prayer lives, we 
can begin by having a solid biblical theology 
about God and ourselves so that we pray rightly. 
It is very easy to slip into sloppy, unbiblical 

thinking that leads to prayers that are not in 
accordance with God’s revealed will (“please 
reveal to me if I should take that job by moving 
that rock”).  

Understanding how God works is very helpful 
in keeping us on the right track. For example, if 
we are going through a trial, our natural 
tendency is to ask God to remove it. But a sound 
theological approach would have us pray that 
God’s will be done. Rather than asking, “Why is 
this happening to me?” we should be asking (i.e., 
praying), “How would You have me respond to 
this? What can I learn?”  

The Wednesday night prayer meetings (6:45) 
begin with a brief Bible study on prayer, so this is 
a great place to start learning ‘theory’ about 
prayer. Reading books, personal quiet times, 
sermons, and Sunday school are more places 
where we can define and refine our theology that 
will help our prayer lives.  

Practice 
If the study of the Word provides the 

foundational ‘theory’ (theology) about prayer, 
Wednesday night prayer meetings provide an 
opportunity to practice it. On Wednesday nights 
you will be given the chance to pray. You don’t 
HAVE to – don’t be intimidated in thinking that 
everyone will be looking at you and expecting 
you to pray. You pray when you are ready, but 
you will begin the practice of praying out loud 
and allowing others to come alongside you in 
their silent prayers. Just pray to the Lord from 
the provided church prayer guide or about 
requests that are on your heart. And try not to be 
self-conscious! You are praying to God, not 
performing for your brothers and sisters. 
(Frankly, some of the most precious prayers are 
those offered by sincere, young believers who are 
learning how to ‘walk’ in their prayers.) 

How to Mature in Your Prayer Life 
Pastor Dan Dodds 
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There is another benefit as well: by sitting with 
mature men and women of the faith and hearing 
them pray, you will pick up on scriptural 
language in their prayers. As you witness them 
employ the promises of God and offer up prayers 
that provide models of seasoned practice and 
communion with God, it will assist you in your 
own growth and development of a prayer life.  

These are just two ways that you can grow and 
mature in your prayer life and they are both 
offered right here at your church. Why not join us 
on Wednesdays (men and women), Mondays 
(women), Fridays (men), or Sunday mornings 
(men and women)? If the Word (God speaking to 
us) and prayer (us speaking to God) are two of 
the main pillars of the Christian life, we do not 
want to neglect either if we are to grow into 
mature believers in Christ.  

Men’s Ministry 

We have three men's activities coming up this 
fall.  

 Father / Son Campout 
October 12-13 at Lake Hartwell. 
Registration is open; listen for pulpit 
announcements, sign up in narthex. 
FYI, you’re welcome to join us if you 
don’t have a son; it’s a great time for 
all the men to enjoy an evening 
outdoors.  

 Service Project at Ridge Haven 
November 7-10. Details will be made 
available soon.   

 "Meat and Greet" 
November 20 (location to be 
announced)  

 
Please mark your calendars for each of these 
opportunities for service and fellowship.  

Preparing for the Worship of God 

You must have a fertile heart Sunday 

morning. Sunday morning is the time 

when you should especially be with the 

Lord in a quiet time before coming to 

church.  

Spend time alone with the Lord Sunday 

morning before coming to church  

(Psalm 5:3). 

“Again I say to you that if 

two of you agree on earth 

concerning anything that 

they ask, it will be done for 

them by My Father in 

heaven.” 

M A T T H E W  1 8 : 1 9  

Pastor Dan Dodds 

dan@woodruffroad.com 
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When you think about teaching children to 
pray, you do well to start with a few questions 
for yourself. First, do you pray? If you’re not a 
pray-er yourself, then teaching kids to pray is 
perhaps not the priority for you. The second 
question is pretty obvious as well: If you do pray, 
how did you learn to pray? With a little reflection 
you can derive a fairly simple paradigm for 
teaching almost anything. With more reflection 
you can perhaps go further and inculcate a God 
honoring and truly biblical discipline of life 
among those in your household and under your 
influence.  

For those who’ve developed a more mature 
and reliable prayer life you can probably 
remember some version of a common path to 
how you came to it. In fact, I doubt I would be 
contributing anything new to most people 
reading this. That said, there’s something to 
thinking this through and seeing how all this 
works together. 

Example 
The beginning of teaching children to pray is in 

your praying before, for, and with them. Meal 
time prayers, bed time prayers, family worship 
prayers, travel prayers, birthday prayers, crisis 
prayers, and all other routine or occasional 
prayers are learning opportunities for young 
people. By them, they see your consecration of 
events and occasions. They are witnessing your 
habits of prayer and are hearing the concerns, 
contents, and language you use in prayer. They 
are sensing the emotion and conviction of your 
prayers. Volumes will be learned about what 
prayer is about, how prayer is done, and when 
prayers should be prayed. This is enculturation 
into the world of belief and trust in the invisible 
God who is the source of all life and who has all 
power and wisdom at His disposal. You cannot 

overestimate the significance of witnessing this 
aspect of life. 

Instruction 
The second step is instruction. Children learn 

by example but they also need to learn the bigger 
picture of what prayer is. Example won’t teach 
the humility that belongs to prayer, the privilege 
that prayer is, or the significance of praying 
through and by the mediation of Christ. Those 
things deserve instruction and explanation. 
When the disciples wanted to learn how to pray 
(Luke 11:1) Jesus taught them both the posture 
and content of prayer (Matthew 6:5-15; Luke 11:2
-4). By instruction you broaden the objects of 
prayer beyond the self-interest and self-
preservation that is so natural to us. Children 
(like the rest of us) have to be directed to pray for 
our enemies (Matt 5:44; Luke 6:28), for the spread 
of the Gospel (Matt 9:38), against temptation 
(Matt 26:41), for faith (Luke 22:32), for obedience 
(2 Cor 13:7), for wisdom (Col 1:9), for authorities 
(1 Tim 2:1-2), and so much more. Those biblical 
objects of prayer rarely are discovered or 
practiced apart from being taught to do so. 

Opportunity 
A third step that is sometimes neglected is 

giving children and young people opportunity to 
pray. Certainly, when they are very young, 
you're going to give them the language of 
prayers of repentance as they pray to God for 
forgiveness. But they need to be encouraged and 
invited to pray other prayers as well: bed time, 
meal time, family worship, and personal 
devotional prayers, too. Without these 
opportunities they won’t develop the confidence 
to pray out loud and you won’t be able to judge 
the maturity of their prayers. It’s often in these 
times that you can discover how naturally 

Teaching Youth and Children to Pray 
Pastor Scotty Anderson 
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“Now this is the 

confidence that we 

have in Him, that if 

we ask anything 

according to His will, 

He hears us. And if 

we know that He hears 

us, whatever we ask, 

we know that we have 

the petitions that we 

have asked of Him. ” 

I  J O H N  5 : 1 4 - 1 5  

shallow or repetitive immature prayers are. But 
practice perfects. And, even the least of our 
prayers is still a praise to God by showing our 
dependence on Him.  

Improvement 
And finally, take it upon yourself to improve 

their prayers. You obviously need to give lots of 
affirmation to reinforce the mere act of prayer 
and the good parts of it. Everything doesn’t need 
to be corrected all at once, but care enough to 
encourage more in their prayers. In age-
appropriate ways challenge them to pray more 
thoughtfully, point out when prayers are shallow 
and repetitive, and direct them to more biblical 
language and content in their prayers. Do this 
patiently, sensitively, and wisely AND be 
confident that it’s something you ought to do. 
You would encourage more maturity in any 
other aspect of the lives of a young disciple. Why 
not the same here? 

When I was in college, I went on a retreat 
where our pastor-teacher (TE Jimmy Covey) had 
the goal to see a group of motivated young 
disciples learn to pray well. He gave us an 
understanding of what prayer was and he gave 
us a method for praying (A.C.T.S.). He taught us 
how to pray with our Bibles opened to the 
Psalms and Prophets. He had us practice 
extended times of biblical prayer and corrected 
us where we were weaker. He put us on a path to 
a lifetime of praying faithfully and biblically. For 
the rest of our time together at school we met in 
the early morning hours and on weekends, in 
pairs and in groups and alone, and we spent 
substantial time praying substantial prayers…
prayers that are still being answered today. 

 

Pastor Scotty Anderson 

scotty@woodruffroad.com 
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Pastor Robbins 
My good friend Caleb Cangelosi, a pastor at 

Pear Orchard PCA in Jackson, MS, has begun a 
new press, Log College Press. He is reprinting 
several  classic works of Southern 
Presbyterianism that I have been feasting on 
lately. 

A 43 Year Pastorate in a Country Church, C.W. 
Grafton. Not only is this volume fascinating for 
giving a firsthand account of life in rural 
Mississippi, but it also provides a godly model of 
what a mature, thoughtful pastorate should look 
like. (Grafton actually ended up serving as the 
pastor of the Union Church in Jefferson County, 
MS for 61 years straight, from 1873 to 1934!) 

Christ is All in All, William Plumer. Plumer, a 
writer, pastor, and seminary professor, was one 
of the bright and shining lights of the 
Presbyterian Church in the 19th century. This 
work is a modern devotional classic, especially 
his discussion of the premise: “Devotion to Christ 
cannot be excessive.” 

Thomas Witherspoon was a pastor & professor 
in the Southern Presbyterian church. His work, 
“The Five Points of Presbyterianism: The Distinctives 
of Presbyterian Church Government,” demonstrates 
how biblical our form of government is! He 
refutes all other models of church order on the 
grounds that they do not carefully adhere to 
Scripture. 

Francis Grimke was the son of a slave owner 
and a slave, born in Charleston, SC. After 
attending Princeton Seminary, Grimke was called 
to pastor a Presbyterian church in Washington, 
DC. His “Meditations on Preaching” is a book that I 
sorely wish had come into my hands 35 years 
ago! This is deeply practical and solidly biblical. 
Grimke faithfully and powerfully preached the 
Word for almost 60 years until his death in 1937. 

Pastor Dodds 
I haven't yet finished all of these, but here is my 

latest batch of books. 
Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity 

Gospel, Kate Bowler. This is a contender for the 
next Men at the Gates book. 

Triumph of the Therapeutic: Uses of Faith After 
Freud, Philip Rieff. I had heard this book referred 
to numerous times in the past and finally bought 
a copy. It presents a fascinating picture of how 
America has lost its connection with the 
transcendent and is now focused on narcissistic 
self affirmation and gratification. 

The Return of George Washington, Edward 
Larson. This is the story of George Washington 
during the years between his ‘retirement’ and 
becoming the first president of the US. 

A Lap Around America, Shawn Inmon. While 
this book began fairly well, it tapered off and I 
did not finish it. 

That Hideous Strength, C.S. Lewis. I finally got 
around to reading the third book of Lewis’ space 
trilogy. Can’t say I was blown away by it but 
there were some good parts. 

 

Pastor Anderson 
As part of work I did this summer preparing 

for youth teaching on vocation, two books were 
especially helpful: First, Working for Our Neighbor 
by Gene Veith. This is a little volume in the 
Oikonomia series distinct from Veith’s earlier God 
at Work. It covers a lot of the same ground but is 
focused especially on the Gospel aspect of 
Luther’s doctrine of vocation and distinguishes 
Luther’s view from the later Reformed views on 
work ethic. It’s valuable to understand what was, 
once, a richer way of considering all of our work 
as being tied to God’s work in the world and is 

What They’re Reading 
Reading recommendations from the pastoral staff 
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also helpful to see how refinements later 
overcame some of Luther’s limitations, allowing 
Christians more freedom in their vocational 
pursuits.  

Another book beneficial to my teaching, or 
useful for anyone working through career or 
vocational issues, is What Color Is Your Parachute? 
by Richard Bolles. It’s a very easy (almost fun) 
manual for sorting yourself out and discovering 
your mission in life. It is the best-selling job-
hunting book worldwide, first printed in 1970 
with annual new editions every year since 1975. 
This is not a Christian book but Bolles (recently 
passed) was an unapologetic Christian and that’s 
reflected in his writing.  

Two other books were more interesting 
sociologically and culturally: The Power of Habit: 
Why We Do What We Do in Life and Business by 
Charles Duhigg and The Better Angels of Our 
Nature: Why Violence Has Declined by Steven 
Pinker. Habit by Duhigg explains present day 
theories of biochemistry and psychology which 
attempt to describe why we do many of the 
things we do, as well as the many we don’t want 
to do. It’s a mixed bag of insights; but, among the 
most interesting are those on the schemes in 
marketing in the present-day economy. Pinker’s 
Better Angels is absolutely fascinating and it will 
be a while before I’m done (832 pages!). To be 
clear, Pinker is an atheist and modern-day 
enlightenment thinker, but the mass of data he 
accumulates on the history of violence makes a 
clear case that despite what you hear in the 
media, we have it really, really good. You will 
find him giving too much credit to the 
enlightenment and not enough to the rise and 
spread of Christianity but he also doesn’t pull 
punches against Utopianism and other leftist 
schemes. You might want to look for a readers’ 
digest version, but for such a massive book on 
one subject, it’s not at all boring. 

Practical tip: 

Where do you get the finest books for the 

best price? At the WRPC Library, or on 

the web at www.heritagebooks.org  
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“Many, O Lord my God, are your works which you have 

done; And Your thoughts toward us cannot be recounted to 

You in order; If I would declare and speak of them, They are 

more than can be numbered.” (Psalm 40:5) 

 

Although my parents weren’t Christians, our family 

did attend church. I remember singing “Jesus Loves 

Me,” “Jesus Loves the Little Children,” and “Jesus 

Wants Me For a Sunbeam” during childhood. We were 

part of the Lutheran church for a while and then the 

Episcopal church. I can’t remember a time when I 

didn’t know “God loves you” and “Jesus loves you.” 

And though that may have been the extent of what I 

knew biblically, the Lord was preparing my heart for 

Himself. 

My parents divorced after my 4th grade year, and my 

two sisters, mom, and I moved to Greenville from 

Columbia. We lived with my grandparents for a year 

until we were able to move out on our own into 

apartments. Life was pretty much what you would 

imagine with the difficulties of a single parent home, 

poverty, and a pre-teen hormonal girl. By God’s mercy 

and design, my mom was a lot stricter than most of the 

other single moms there and my conscience was a lot 

stronger than most, which probably saved me from a 

lot of trouble but not all. We lived in a lost world 

surrounded by unsupervised lost children and the 

prince of the power of the air was active all around me. 

But God. (Ephesians 2:4) On one of my weekends 

visiting my dad, I went to a Baptist church with a 

friend and I heard the gospel. I finally understood 

what it meant that Christ died on the cross for me, that 

it was because of my sin and for my sin, so that I might 

be saved.  The Lord made my heart tender toward His 

truth. I understood, believed, and was converted (with 

many tears).   

I still went home to the same circumstances, same 

struggles, and still little-to-no biblical knowledge. My 

mom remarried, and we moved to Spartanburg. I 

believe the Lord used these circumstances to take me 

out of the crazy world I lived in to bring me into a 

new, sane one, where I found a few other Christian 

friends. In high school, I began to attend FCA and 

Teens for Christ. I got involved in our church youth 

group (all six of us) and was considering becoming a 

Methodist minister. Because of my love for Christ, my 

emotions, and lack of knowledge, I rededicated myself 

to the Lord several times in high school just to be sure. 

College is where my zeal for the Lord became 

coupled with knowledge. The Lord surrounded me 

with godly friends, fantastic teaching and preaching in 

reformed churches, wonderfully sound books, and 

serious Bible studies. I began to read my Bible, pray, 

and memorize Scripture! Who knew that this is what a 

Christian did?! I drank up everything I could to grow 

in my relationship with the Lord. I began to read books 

by Packer, Sproul, Colson, Tozer, CS Lewis, Elisabeth 

Elliot, and the Lord grew me and matured me. I 

Let the Redeemed of the Lord… Say So! (Psalm 107:2) 
A personal testimony from Susan Reeves 
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became a Young Life leader ministering to high school 

students as I grew.  My heart was burdened for the lost 

teen girls who were floundering around in high school 

without hope and without God in the world. 

(Ephesians 2:12) The Lord stretched me immensely 

during those college years. 

After college, I continued to be a Young Life leader 

and stay involved in the reformed church in Columbia. 

It was harder to be immersed in Christian fellowship 

than in college, but the Lord provided a couple of 

Christian teachers at the public elementary school 

where I taught, women with whom I could seek 

counsel and pray. Then the Lord brought me Steven. 

We were friends for almost two years when he asked 

me to marry him. He was a man with a servant heart 

like no other, a love for the Lord, a man of integrity. 

He made me laugh constantly (except for when he was 

breaking my heart by not pursuing me in a way other 

than friendship!). Within three months of me saying 

yes, we were married.  

Being married, ministry changed. Steven and I 

began doing Young Life together. What a sweet time it 

was to love high school kids together, to have kids 

over to play and for Bible Study. We knew the Lord 

could use our marriage as a witness to kids, many of 

whom also came from broken and godless homes. The 

Lord had us in this place for four years. 

My heart’s desire near the end of this time of 

ministry was for a child. We prayed and tried for 

almost a year when I became pregnant for the first 

time. My heart was broken when it ended in 

miscarriage. We continued to pray and seek the Lord 

during this very difficult time trusting that He had a 

plan for us and we just had to wait and walk in faith.  

After a while, we began to seek adoption through 

Bethany. We finished our intensive paperwork, ready 

to turn it in, when we found out I was pregnant again. 

My emotions ran high again as I had to adjust to God’s 

change in our plans and tried not to fear that this 

pregnancy might also end in miscarriage. In March of 

2006, after two years of trying for a baby, our Benjamin 

Joseph was born. Fourteen months later, Thomas 

Samuel was born. Jehovah heard and He added. Two 

years later, He gave us our beloved David Alexander. 

Three years later, in His kindness, He gave us our baby 

girl, Ella Grace. 

Although I summed up the birth of our four 

children in one paragraph, those years were full of 

trials, difficulties, and God’s constant provision and 

faithfulness. From infertility, miscarriage, threat of in 

utero blood transfusion, last minute C-section, 

sleepless nights, and many tears, the result was four 

precious children healthy and well. Now came the 

hard part: training up children in the Lord without 

having seen it in my own home. Through His Word, 

the help of godly praying friends, and others who had 

much wisdom and wrote about it, (Susan Hunt, JC 

Ryle, Joel Beeke, HC Trumbull…) the Lord is 

continuing to teach me as we teach our children. I 

know we have failed a lot along the way, but He 

continues to be faithful and His grace is sufficient, His 

strength made perfect in our weakness. (2 Cor 12:9)  

And many of you know about the trial He carried 

me through just last year. Through my mom’s second 

diagnosis of breast cancer, my sisters and I discovered 

we all carried the BRCA-1 gene mutation which 

increased our probability of ovarian and breast cancer, 

possibly up to 50-80%. By finding this out early 

enough, we all were able to have preventative 

surgeries. Praise God for this mercy! My surgeon told 

me that after seeing my test results of the tissue they 

sampled, I definitely would have had breast cancer. 

Because of this trial, I was able to witness His love 

through the body of Christ at Woodruff Road. The 

body cared for our family’s physical needs and 

consistently prayed for us. The Lord also provided for 

all of our finances through our healthcare sharing 

ministry, Samaritan, when we weren’t sure if they 

would as they had never had this situation arise 

before. 

As I sit and reflect on all that the Lord has done, it’s 

just too much. Too much to think about, to write 

about, to share. My heart is overwhelmed with the 

good things He has done for me and for our family. 

His mercies are new every morning. He lifted me out 

of the miry clay and set my feet upon a rock, He has 

rescued me from the domain of darkness and 

transferred me to the kingdom of His beloved Son. The 

Lord is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; He 

supports my lot. The lines have fallen to me in 

pleasant places. I will sing to the Lord, because He has 

dealt bountifully with me. Great is Thy faithfulness! 
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Bible Studies 
Our fall Bible Studies will begin on September 

13, meeting every Thursday through November 
15. Both morning and evening studies are using 
Nancy Guthrie’s series, Seeing Jesus in the Old 
Testament. 

The morning study, The Lamb of God – Seeing 
Jesus in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy (Book 2), will be led by Betty Smith 
in the WRPC gym from 9:30-11:15. Monique 
Skellenger will have art class each week with 
children ages six and above. There will also be 
care available for children under six years old.  

The evening study, The Word of the Lord - Seeing 
Jesus in the Prophets (Book 5), covering Jonah, 
Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah, will be led by Suzanne 
Patterson and will meet in her home at 7 PM (211 
Crepe Myrtle Court, Greenville).  

Please sign up in the narthex as soon as 
possible. If you have any questions, contact Betty 
Smith at columbiabucks@gmail.com or Suzanne 
Patterson at pattersd1@aol.com. 

Fellowship 
Our women are taking many opportunities for 

fellowship! Small groups are meeting regularly, 
doing lunch, brunch, dinner, and even painting 
together. These are special times for fellowship in 
a relaxed setting. Large group fellowship is also 
happening as women have been enjoying dinner 
together at local restaurants. In August, the ladies 
met at Chuy’s for a Mexican dinner.  We will 
have another large group fellowship time coming 
in the fall, while small groups will continue 
meeting monthly. 

In July, we had a delightful evening with Jenny 
Kona as she told of her ministry in Albania with 
Berti and their children. We packed gift bags for 
our sisters in Christ in Albania and wrote 

individual notes of encouragement to them. 
Before a time of prayer for the Albanian church, 
Jenny glorified the Lord in song using her God-
given talent to praise the Lord. 

Finally, on August 5, WIC provided pies for 
Sunday evening fellowship. A special thanks to 
each lady who served our church in this way. 
Thank you for doing all to the glory of God. (1 
Cor 10:31) 

 

WRPC Council members 

 Betty Smith, President 

 Tonya Scott, Historian 

 Sandy Robbins, Fellowship 

 Lisa Pitts 

 Wendy Wilkinson 

 Pat Boettner 

 Shelly Perkins 

Women In The Church (WIC) 
Betty Smith, WIC President 

mailto:columbiabucks@gmail.com
mailto:pattersd1@aol.com
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Pulpit Planner for September-October 2018 

AM Sermons 

Sept 2 Pastor Robbins continues “The Sermon 

on the Mount” series by unpacking 

Matthew 6:9, “The 1st Petition: 

Hallowed be Thy Name” 

Sept 9 Pastor Robbins looks at “The 2nd 

Petition: Thy Kingdom Come” from 

Matthew 6:10 

Sept 16 “The 3rd Petition: Thy Will be Done on 

Earth as it is in Heaven” is the focus of 

Pastor Robbins’ exposition of Matthew 

6:10 

Sept 23 Pastor Robbins continues with the 

Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:11 

preaching “The 4th Petition: Give Us 

This Day Our Daily Bread” 

Sept 30 Matthew 6:12,14,15 is in the crosshairs 

as Pastor Robbins preaches “The 5th 

Petition: Forgive Us Our Debts as We 

Forgive Our Debtors” 

Oct 7 Missions Conference - Dr. Guy Waters 

expounds Acts 2, “The Message of 

Mission” 

Oct 14 “The 6th Petition: Lead Us Not into 

Temptation, but Deliver Us from Evil” 

is the focus of Pastor Robbins’ sermon 

from Matthew 6:13; After the Ministry 

of the Word, the Sacrament of 

Communion will be celebrated 

Oct 21 Pastor Robbins concludes the Lord’s 

Prayer in Matthew 6:13 with “For Thine 

is the Kingdom and the Power and the 

Glory Forever, Amen” 

Oct 28 Jesus’ “Directions on Fasting” are in 

view as Pastor Robbins looks at 

Matthew 6:16-18  

PM Sermons 

Sept 2 As Pastor Robbins comes to the last 

section of the Book of Judges, we look at 

Judges 18, “A Whole Tribe Pursues 

Idolatry” 

Sept 9 The Sacrament of Communion is the 

focus of the evening; Pastor Robbins 

preaches a special sermon in preparation 

for the Lord’s Supper 

Sept 16 Pastor Robbins expounds Judges 19, 

“When Hospitality Turns into Horror” 

Sept 23 Judges 20 is under scrutiny as Pastor 

Robbins preaches “Civil War” 

Sept 30 Pastor Robbins concludes the Book of 

Judges with “Everyone Did What Was 

Right in Their Own Eyes” from Judges 21 

Oct 7 Dr. Guy Waters concludes our Missions 

Conference by leading us in an 

examination of Acts 15, “The Mess of 

Mission” 

Oct 14 Pastor Robbins begins a new expository 

series with “Introducing the Book of 

Ruth” 

Oct 21 Ruth 1:1-5 is in focus as Pastor Robbins 

preaches “The Story Begins Badly” 

Oct 28 “The Lord Visits His people” is the 

subject of Pastor Robbins’ exposition of 

Ruth 1:6-7 
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Administration 

 Received regular reports from the 
Treasurer on church finances 

 Instructed diaconate to explore options 
for investing church funds in interest 
bearing accounts or investments 

 Instructed diaconate to research 
ushering methods to maximize seating 
in our sanctuary 

 Ordained and installed new elders and 
deacons 

 

Music 

 Approved adoption of the Trinity 
Psalter Hymnal as the new songbook for 
use in WRPC worship 

 

Membership 

 Dismissed Mr. and Mrs. Mack Nabors 
to Westminster PCA, Clinton 

 Received Mr. and Mrs. Cilas Menezes 
Filho as associate members by 
reaffirmation of faith 

 Received Miss Sharalynn Hicks by 
reaffirmation of faith 

 

Missions 

 Approved supporting Peter Szabo in 
Hungary in the amount of $8000 per 
year 

 Approved supporting Mike Cuneo in 
Italy in the amount of $6240 per year 

Presbytery and General Assembly 

 Approved an overture to Calvary 
Presbytery regarding the reporting of 
exceptions held by ruling elder 
candidates to the congregation 

 Received a report on the summer 
meeting of Calvary Presbytery attended 
by TEs Robbins, Dodds, and Anderson 
and REs McConkey, Dickerson, and 
Jobe 

 

Children’s Christian Education 

 Approved Sunday School teachers for 
the 2018-19 year 

 

Shepherding 

 Prayed for the needs of the flock 

 Proceeded with a disciplinary case 
against a member 

Minutes and Actions of the Session 
C.F. Marcinak, Clerk of Session 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Eddie Roberts, WRPC Treasurer 

As most of you know, WRPC uses a fiscal year for budgeting purposes.  Our fiscal year runs April 

through March.  The below graph represents the first four months of our fiscal year.  We are currently 

over our projected revenues and below in our projected expenses.  As always, if you have any questions 

about our finances, don’t hesitate to ask! 

Eddie Roberts, 

Treasurer 

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and 

supplication, with the women and Mary the mother 

of Jesus, and with His brothers.” 

A C T S  1 : 1 4  



The Visionary is published bi-monthly by Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church (PCA). 

You can reach us at 2519 Woodruff Road, Simpsonville, SC 29681 

Phone: (864) 297-5257 | Email: office@woodruffroad.com 

and our website address is www.woodruffroad.com.  

The radio program The Presbyterian Pulpit airs at 9:00 AM every Sunday on 106.3 FM and 1330 or 950 AM. 

“And take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God; praying always with all prayer and 

supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to 

this end with all perseverance 

and supplication for all the saints.” 

E P H E S I A N S  6 : 1 7 - 1 8  


